Stirling Park ACT
The Land
Stirling Park, Yarralumla, Australian Capital Territory, is land within close walking distance of the
nation's two Parliament Houses - the Provisional (9.5.1927-9.5.1988) and the permanent
(9.5.1988-). With the exception of a few farm buildings this land has not had permanent
structures erected on it. It is Ngunawal land and was granted in March 1839 to William
Klensendorlffe. From 1847 until 1924 portions of this land were leased to several documented
tenant farmers. In 1922/23 it was chosen to erect dwellings to accommodate construction
workers employed on the building of the Provisional Parliament House, Hotel Canberra
(politician's hotel) and the main intercepting sewer. At this time the land was called WESTLAKE
and remained so until the last Westlake cottage was removed in mid 1965. The single men’s
camps were removed by the end of 1927, Howie’s cottages by the end of 1930 or early 1931.
Briar Farm Cottage was pulled down around 1950 and Klensendorlffe’s stone farm house and
Kaye’s slab cottage in 1924.
Part of the land on the western end of Stirling Ridge was designated by Walter Burley Griffin to
be a site for a permanent Government House. The eastern end of the Stirling Ridge was called
Stirling Park. In the 1970s Stirling Ridge along with Attunga Point and Collins Park were
considered as possible sites for a new Prime Minister’s Lodge. The final choice was Attunga
Point. Prime Minister Frazer then made a decision that a new Lodge was not warranted at that
time. The map below shows Burley Griffin’s chosen site for the permanent government house.
The Gap Workmen’s Cottages were later known as WESTLAKE. The small dots show the site of
13 Howie’s Cottages and the huts Howie’s Hostel Camp. In December 2003 the cricket pitch
was found.
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Above is the 1970s map showing the proposed Stirling Park sites for the new Prime Minister’s
Lodge. Marked on the eastern end of the park – NEW SITE – is the area where numerous rock
arrangements were found in October 2003. This map shows the three peninsulas of high land
in the area opposite Lotus Bay. They are opposite Marina Place – site of Briar Farm – and near
the N in NEW SITE and the pointing arrow.
Stirling Park – The Land
Left is a mud map of the
area showing the park in
relation to the new
Parliament House on
Capital Hill – lower left.
The sites of Westlake
Cottages and Howie’s
settlement is marked on
the map. The
Tradesmen’s Camp was
established between
Howie’s and Camp Hill on
the eastern end of the
park. They are not marked
on this map. No 1
Labourers Camp was on Capitol Hill.
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Stirling Park is on the south side of the Lake Burley Griffin. The hills in the park are part of the
Gura Bung Dhaura hills that included Capital Hill. This area of land was described by Stewart
Mowle as Canberry.
The park is divided into two sections –
1. Area confined by roads. This area has been left to regenerate. This section too may be
divided into a number of areas:
i.

Stirling Ridge (west). The western side of Stirling Ridge that was part of Fred
Campbell’s Yarralumla Estate was cleared of trees in the late 1800s. The
Main Intercepting Sewer went under this ridge and remains of the work in
the form of the 1925 Heritage listed sewer vent, concrete slabs and piles of
earth that included the large dump and trees with limbs removed remain.
There is also evidence of sewer camp humpies on The Gap side of the ridge
and aboriginal rock arrangements, burials1 and scarred trees.

ii.

The Gap. Running through the gap between the hills is an old watercourse
known from the 1940s as Haines Creek. This area was cleared land with a
few old gum trees left standing. Westlake cottages, and No 3 Sewer Camp
that consisted of tents and humpies were erected here. Today the gums
have the companionship of trees, hedges and flowers that survived the
cleanup following the departure of the cottages – the last being removed in
1965. There are also a number of stands of foreign trees grown in the post
cottage period. A number of these in the area of cottages 29, 30 & 52 were
cut down in the 1990s. Left behind in The Gap and still clearly defined and
used is the old road that ran in front of cottages 29 to 39 and then turned the
corner and went across the hill to 47.

iii.

Un-named hill opposite Lotus Bay. This hill on the lake side curves to shelter
the area. It continues on to join Camp Hill near Capital Hill. The area facing
the lake has three peninsulas of high land. One is opposite the Southern
Cross Yacht Club – site of former Briar Farm, and the other two are on the
eastern end. The peninsula of high land that is part of Camp Hill and next to
Flynn Drive has been planted with casuarina, gums, oak and prunus trees. It
has a number of rock arrangements that I believe are Aboriginal. There are
also several rock arrangements and scarred trees on the hillside that are a
mixture of Aboriginal and European. The flat land below the tree line and
Alexandrina Drive may be part of an old swamp area drained in colonial
times. From 1913 it was one of Kaye’s paddocks. The two most eastern areas
of high land join a flattened area of land below the area of Lord Casey’s
house (front entrance off State Circle) and a recent (December 2003) find of
the remains of a concrete cricket pitch confirms that this area was the one
used by Howie’s and Westlake men for cricket and football. Cutting across
part of the hill near the crest is Forster Crescent – a road put in during the

1

No bodies have been dug up to prove that burials are on the site. Mr Bell and a Ngarigo lady independently stated
that burials are on this hill. The Ngarigo lady pointed to big depressions in the women’s land as the site of women’s
burials.
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1970s or 80s. In the vicinity of the back fence of the French Embassy that
backs on to Forster Crescent concrete was found deep down during building
work. It may be from sewer or campsite or? The hills have been allowed to
regenerate and were not cleared in Colonial times.
2. Area between the roads and the lake. This area is mowed, has a cycle path and
barbecue areas. It also has majestic old gum trees, the old Quarry (now Attunga Point)
and Southern Cross Yacht Club – site of Briar Farm cottage. The Quarry provided
sandstone for the rebuilding of St John the Baptist Church’s tower rebuilt from 1865 and
shale for the brickyards for the CANBERRA CREAM. It also provided white shale for
Aboriginal people.
The park is home to native flora, fauna, birds, reptiles etc along with the odd fox and large
hares. The traditional owners of the land are the Ngunawal people.
During the colonial period the hills of Stirling Park with the exception of the western side of
Stirling Ridge (Yarralumla property) were not cleared. So at first glance - particularly since the
land has been left to regenerate - looks relatively untouched. However closer examination
shows that nearly every old tree has the mark of man. Many have been used by Aboriginal
people and have scars. Most trees have branches missing (firewood) and many have metal bolts
and other man-made objects forced into their trunks. The contours of the earth also show that
European man used this land. This disturbance includes small scale surface mining probably
for gold. Both hills in the park bear the scars of this activity and provided a source of rocks for
rock arrangements. The mining probably took place in the 1860s during the occupancy of part
of the park land by John Morrison senior who had at that time recently returned from the gold
fields. In the rock arrangements are river rocks and white shale. The nearby Molonglo
probably provided the river rocks and the Quarry the white shale. Some of the rocks used in
the Aboriginal arrangements may also have come from Capital Hill and Black Mountain
quarries.
Many Aboriginal rock arrangements have survived on the hills throughout the park – the
majority of Ngunawal ones being found to date on Stirling Ridge and some on the lower slopes
of Camp Hill. Some are found in and near the quagmire that still continues to ooze down the
hill opposite Lotus Bay. Below detail of a big arrangement on the area next to Flynn Drivel on
the eastern end of the park. Note the white shale centre left of the photograph.
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Below is a late 1990s NCA map that marks some of the trees, plants etc of historical importance
and the removal of some of the trees planted from the 1960s. The area marked STORM WATER
OUTLET is the area of
the quagmire. The
Tradesmen’s Camp was
established on the
eastern side of it and
Howie’s Cottages on the
western side – along
each side of the old
road marked in darker
line. The area of the
recent finds of rock
arrangements are on
the peninsula of high
land marked far right.
This area is ACT land the
remainder of the park is
Commonwealth land
looked after by the
National Capital
Authority (NCA).
Rock and brick
arrangements were
used by the Tradesmen
in the area of their
Ablution buildings.
Their primary purpose
was to direct waste and
storm water to the
quagmire. Since each
camp had between 100 and 150 men at any one time the volume of waste water generated in
the camps was significant. Also used are a number of large rocks that have channels dug to
lead water to and around each. The purpose seems to be to slow down the water flow.
As mentioned earlier there are a number of rock arrangements in the area of the quagmire and
tradesmen’s camp initially presumed to be part of garden arrangements. However the recent
finds on the peninsula of land below the Hotel Canberra and an analysis of the rock
arrangements throughout the park suggest that these arrangements may be Aboriginal and
that the men of the camps respected them and did not disturb them. Most patterns contain
circles and undulating lines. Many have incorporated white quartz and black river rocks. Some
have white shale added. Many of the circles are arranged around trees. Many have pointer
rocks that line up with gaps in the surrounding hills. Some placed across hillsides slow water
flow and plants have grown near them. However some have plants growing on the lower side
of the rocks that indicate that the rocks were not used to provide a barrier to hold water for
plant use.
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This argument that supports Aboriginal rather than European ownership of the majority of rock
arrangements is supported by old photographs that show that most European garden beds
follow the usual pattern of straight lines. With the exception of a few such borders found in the
area of Westlake cottages none have been found in the park.
However in the area of the Tradesmen’s Ablution buildings the arrangements that consist
mainly of brick with a few stones used to direct waste and storm water are of importance in the
study of camp sites. This site like all the others on the hillside, have been left untouched from
the time the men pulled down their tents, moved their mess and other buildings, cleaned up
the sites and left.
Another reminder of early European use of the land is found in the numerous old tracks, roads
and paths that criss-cross the park Many paths and roads lead to and around buildings no
longer there. Others were main roads in front of cottages. The majority of roads I believe were
already there when the 1920s workmen arrived and provided ready made access to
accommodation and the construction sites. The 1915 maps that contain a synthesis of land
valuer Moriaty’s 1912 information on each property are of great value to researchers
examining pre-Canberra landscape.
One road noted on the map connects the Quarry and Briar Farm to the roads to the east (see
map on the next page). This road cuts across the lower slopes of the hillside opposite Lotus Bay
and was used as a convenient road to erect Howie’s cottages and Tradesmen’s and No 1
Labourers’ Camps. Moriarty was told that it was constructed in 1890. However I think that the
track may be older and used to bring sandstone from the Quarry to St John’s between 1865 and
1870 for the new church tower. This road traverses the lower slope of the hill on firm ground
above the possible swampy area below. This road also provided a relatively level surface
unbroken by areas of steep inclines nearer to the river. Below left is a section of the old road
on the lower slopes of the hill opposite Lotus Bay.. The view is from the Tradesmen’s Camp
towards the east. On the right are a number of tracks that led to Capital Hill. They are in the
eastern end of the park.
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The above photograph shows the flat land that may have been used for cricket and football. The tall pines in the
middle background mark the site of Lord Casey’s house built in the early 1930s. The entrance to the this house is a
lane off State Circle
Below is a detail of the 1915 map show a number of the tracks in the area of Stirling Park. The one marked TRACK
came from the Quarry via Briar Farm - out of sight on the left. This is the road that traverses the lower slope of the
hill opposite Lotus Bay. The property marked C KAYE is close to the site of the Hotel Canberra. The Creeks shown
near Camp Hill are dry. The thick lines in the top center of the map show part of Corkhill’s lease that today is land
where the National Library and High Court of Australia are. In 1921 the Corkhill family moved to Yarralumla Dairy,
which they renamed – RIVERVIEW.

.
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Other areas of importance on the map include Kurrajong Hill – now Capital Hill – that was
named after the Kurrajong tree on the hill. Two Kurrajong trees grow today on the hillside
opposite Lotus Bay. One has a line of rocks around the base that links with an undulating rock
line. The road that cuts across the map bottom left is the Uriarra Road. The Dam marked
bottom left was down below the present Prime Minister’s Lodge. In the vicinity of this dam
Aboriginal people still camped annually at the time of the beginning of the frosts. They were
noticed by members of the Westlake community whose bus stop on State Circle was relatively
near by.
Two sections of the parkland have few native trees. The Gap where the 61 Westlake cottages
were erected is one and the other is the flat land opposite Lotus Bay. The latter was a cleared
paddock belonging to Kaye’s Farm. A few of the trees planted during the time of Westlake
remained after the removal of the last Westlake Cottage in 1965. A number of stands of
poplars and other European trees were planted on old house sites in The Gap. Many were cut
down in a late 1990s woody weed removal period.
Below is a mud map showing the sites of Westlake Camps and Howie’s Settlement. Missing
from this map is the area of Stirling Ridge that held a number of sewer men’s humpies. Not
shown on the map are the tent sites of No 3 Sewer Camp, which was in the area of the straight
line of cottages on the left. Their Mess after the removal of this camp in May 1925 became the
first Westlake Hall. The odd layout of the Westlake Cottages is because they were erected
along the old tracks that led into and out of The Gap. The recently discovered rock
arrangements are in the area above right of the word CAMP in the phrase Howie’s Hostel Camp.
2008 correction – No 1 Labourers Camp was on Capitol Hill. The site marked on this map as No
1 was the site of the May 1927 camp for servicemen.

.
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Above are two aerial photographs of Stirling Park. The one on the right is dated 1993 and the one on the left
December 1944. Lotus Bay is the first bay that has the small dots (yachts) on it. Above it is the Southern Cross
Yacht Club and the former site of Briar Farm. The next bulge in the landform is Attunga Point - the old Quarry.
The circle on the left in both views is State Circle. The 1944 view also shows the Provisional Parliament House and
gardens. The road that cuts across the photograph is Commonwealth Avenue and the building above it is Hotel
Canberra (now Hyatt Hotel Canberra). The Westlake cottages in The Gap are shown as dots.

The land
Only the land in The Gap where Westlake cottage gardens were grown over a number of years
has lush growth. The hillsides are rocky. Some of the softer rocks were used by Westlake
children as chalk to draw on roads and on tin fire places. The colours ranged from white,
through apricot to darker red. The Quarry provided white shale used in the Canberra bricks to
make the CANBERRA CREAM. It also provided the sandstone for St John the Baptist Church
tower rebuilt 1865-1870. There were also quarries on Capital Hill. It is possible that this area
also provided Aboriginal people with material used for ceremonial purposes and the rock
arrangements on the end of the park nearest to Hotel Canberra. The earth brought up by the
sewer miners from below during their tunnel work was left in two large dumps in the western
section of the park. One was near the sewer vent on Stirling Ridge and was a light grey colour
and fairly fine – not rocky. The other was left between cottages 28 and 53. It was a light
apricot colour and was also fine in texture. I played on both dumps as a child. A photograph
loaned by a sewer miner’s daughter, Marjie Rundle nee Hawke, taken in 1924 showed a line of
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mullock on land opposite Lotus Bay close to Alexandrina Drive. The ditch dug across this land
today follows this line. It contains small pellets of reddish brown stones.
Running through the parkland are several fault lines, one of which is on the Register of National
Estate Database Place Report. The date is 25 March 1986. It states in part that the location is
Approximately 40ha and comprising all that area of Block 3, Section 22, Yarralumla, west of a
line drawn from the eastern intersection of Alexandrina Drive and Mariner Place and the
intersection of Forster Crescent and Empire Circuit...
Description: A low ridge on the Deakin Fault, extending in a north-west-east direction consisting
of Ordovician and Silurian shales and sandstones of the Acton, pittman and Canberra groups, in
altitude from the shore of Lake Burley Griffin (c 556 m) to the summit of the ridge (c600m). The
vegetation on the main part of the ridge consists of an ecotone between EUCALYPTUS
MACRORHYNCHAA/EUCALYPTUS ROSSII dry sclerophyll forest and EUCALYPTUS
MELLIODRA/EUCALYPTUS BLAKELYI woodland.
Condition: The native vegetation on the upper part of the ridge, where the main population of
RUTIDOSSI [Button Wrinklewort] are to be found, has suffered some disturbance in the past
[mining], but is now regenerating...
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Above is a map printed in Rocks and Fossils Around Canberra KA Townley & JJ Veevers 1966
that shows the major fault lines that pass through the Stirling Park area (south side of the
Molonglo River opposite Black Mountain.) This information provided by geologists links with
information provided by a Ngarigo lady who visited the area with me. She informed me that a
long line of rocks placed across Stirling Ridge is part of a ley line. They lie roughly in an area of
this fault line.
During research work on the hillsides in Stirling Park on occasions magnetic north on the
compasses moved quite markedly. Shortly after one such occasion (September October 2003)
the ABC announced that an earthquake had occurred in the area. Prior to this event a number
of big old gums had fallen – they were on the sewer line.
Not mentioned in most geological surveys of the area are the limestone caves. One cave under
Civic Centre has Aboriginal drawings. Terry Horan, last Canberra Brickworks Manager, now in
his seventies, was shown this cave by his father. Sewer workers in the area of Yarralumla had
to move one of their tunnels when it broke into one of the cave systems. I have also been told
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that the big building in Civic in Northbourne Avenue that had to be pulled down and rebuilt
because it was damaged by sinking into one of the cave systems there.
A gold nugget was found in the area of Civic in the 1930s but because the road systems were in
place etc it was considered not viable at that time to dig for gold at that site. Surface mining on
Stirling Park hillsides occurred probably in the 1860s and the stone from these sites and
possibly Black Mountain along with the quarries and river provided the stones used in the
Aboriginal rock arrangements found throughout the park.

Above views of the larger rocks on Stirling Ridge that form part of the ley line identified by the
Ngarigo lady. There are also a number of similar rocks on the hillside opposite Lotus Bay. They
are not so consistent in size as the above. The fault lines were known to the sewer miners who
worked on the main intercepting sewer that runs underground through the area of the park.
The son of one, Haven Thompson of 37 Westlake, recalled in a conversation that his father
mentioned the fault line that commenced in the Turner area and went on through Westlake.
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The information and map shown on the previous page are from Bureau Of Mineral Resources,
Geology and Geophysics - Report 267, Commentary on the Central Canberra 1:10,000
Engineering Geology Sheet, Australian Capital Territory. I have taken the liberty of leaving
coloured only the area of the park. Stirling Ridge is on the right hand side of the Deakin fault in
the area near the 107 mark. Twenty of the 61 Westlake cottages are not in the parkland - they
were erected in the area bounded by Empire Circuit, Forster Crescent, Darwin and Perth
Avenues.
The corner of Empire Circuit and Forster Crescent marks the site (on left) of 27 Westlake and
(on right) 29 Westlake. The red areas are Middle and Late Ordovician and the purple - Early
Silurian. On the far right near the roundabout below the Hotel Canberra the land is Pleistocene.
This is the area of the recent finds of rock arrangements.
Slb = Black Mountain Sandstone - Sandstone & quartzite…;Sis - shale laminated, green-grey
where fresh, buff brown with red joint staining where weathered …;Omp - undivided
sedimentary rocks; Omp3 - interbedded sandstone, siltstone, shale and mudstone: Qa1 Qa3 –
gravel, silt and clay.
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The above map showing the fault lines within the park are found in Geology of Canberra,
Queanbeyan & Environs. Notes to accompany the 1980 1:50,000 Geological Map. The geology
of Attunga Point - E – Sandstone and shale representing the topmost beds of Pittman
Formation (Omp) in small quarry at Attunga Point; shale was used for brickmaking.
Reference to the significance of the land is found in a number of reports. For example, in his
book, The Ecological Resources of the ACT, David Shorthouse (1984) stated that Stirling Park
was the only remaining area of savannah woodland close to Lake Burley Griffin. Dr Robert
Boden in his report to the NCA and quoted in the National Trust ACT citation for Stirling Park
wrote the following: This [Section A] and adjacent areas of Stirling Park are the only remaining
areas of savannah woodland close to Lake Burley Griffin (Frawley 1991). They also contain the
major remaining population of the nationally endangered button wrinklewort...The continued
survival of the button wrinklewort in the wild depends upon conservation viable self
perpetuating populations on national land in Stirling Park. This may be the only example in
temperate Australia of a plant species whose survival is the direct responsibility of the
Australian rather than a state or territory government. This places a significant responsibility on
the National Capital Planning Authority as the land management agency responsible for most of
Stirling Park...
Leeton & Fripp, found morphological differences between the Victorian and NSW/ACT
populations and Benson and Wyse-Jackson (1994), believe it is imperative that viable
populations in both states (sic) are protected so that the generic variability of the species is
maintained.
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Below left is a photograph taken in October 2003 of button wrinklewort growing in Stirling Park. On the right is
one of the old trees probably bent over by man. It is on the lower slopes of Stirling Ridge.

Concern about the endangered wild flower is reinforced in a 1998 report - Action Plans for
Protecting ACT’s Threatened Species, which in part states:
In accordance with Section 21 of the Nature Conservation Act 1980, the Button Wrinklewort
(Rutidosis Leptorrhynchoides) was declared an endangered species on 15th April 1996 (formerly
Determination No 29 of 1996 and currently Determination No 89 of 1997) Section 23 of the Act
requires the Conservator of Flora and Fauna to prepare an Action Plan in response to each
declaration. This is the Action Plan for the
Button Wrinklewort
Rutidosis Leptorrhynchoides...
Conservation effort will be focused on protecting the existing ACT populations as a cluster of
sites, since there are few viable populations remaining in NSW and Victoria. Special emphasis
will be placed on protecting the two largest populations, being in Stirling Park, Yarralumla and
within the Majura Field Firing Range...
Dr Boden also drew attention in his report to the significant regrowth areas of native grasses,
yellow box and red gum trees in the park. He notes that the red gum regrowth is prolific but
this particular tree is most severely affected by psyllids and other insects. He continues in his
report - However, Dr Roger Farrow, CSIRO Entomology is studying the biology of this insect and
considers that if the present level of repeated attacks continues many of the red gums will die.
They may be replaced by the other two woodland species, yellow box and apple box both of
which are not attacked by this particular psyllid. Ironically this may produce a species
distribution pattern closer to that which existed 200 years ago before Europeans began
selectively removing yellow box for fuel and farm timber. Dr Farrow is working on psyllidresistant red gums and has offered some for a trial in Stirling Park.
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As mentioned earlier it is in the area of The Gap on the sites of old gardens that the majority of
exotic trees, flowers and shrubs are to be found. Dr Boden’s report refers to the Westlake
settlement and the remaining flora from that era in the following statement:
Their memory in Westlake remains in the numerous garden shrubs and trees and ripped
bitumen pavement from former roads. One of the trees is a tall Californian big tree
(Sequoiadendron giganteum)i...Botanically the area includes a significant patch of button
wrinklewort growing with kangaroo grass and yellow buttons, Chrysicephalum apiculatum. This
part is adjacent to Alexander Drive and was formerly contiguous with Attunga Point. The
contrast between the two areas [Sections A & B - Stirling Ridge and The Gap] presents an
excellent example of the ease with which a plant community can be changed. Dr Boden also
suggests that An opportunity exists to reconstruct a Rolland house with garden possibly near the
existing Californian Big Tree. It could be linked with Blundell’s Cottage in a cultural time
sequence of Canberra lifestyle at a level which contrasts markedly with the diplomatic and
political lifestyle evident in the suburb of Yarralumla nearby. This house could become part of
the ACT museum network and an interpretive centre and works depot for Stirling Park.
Dr Boden’s report also lists all the trees, shrubs and flowers growing in the park. Rowan trees
grow near Howie’s cottages and house sites on the lower slopes of Stirling Ridge. Near these
old sites are box thorns, hawthorn bushes and sweet peas. A few fruit trees and a grape vine
have survived the numerous woody weed clearances and include apple, quince and until
recently one apricot tree. Marking the borders of a number of Westlake yards are pine trees,
which once formed hedges, and near the Yacht Club are elms planted by the tenants of Briar
Farm. One still bears the marks of the wire used by Frances Day as an end post for her washing
line.
Below centre is the Californian Big Tree referred to by Dr Boden. This tree was in the backyard of 56 Westlake. It
may have been planted by the Phillips family who moved into 56 in 1926 or by one of the men who lived in a tent
in No 3 Sewer Camp. The big old gum tree behind it on the right has a number of branches cut off with saws and
wire protruding from the trunk. On the left are Briar roses that once were part of a front hedge of 41 or 42
Westlake. These along with bulbs such as daffodils and sweet peas grow in profusion in The Gap from spring into
summer. On the right is a photograph showing a hedge (left) in the area of Howie’s Cottages. It is marked on the
NCA map shown earlier.
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The following chapters examine each period of the human occupation of the land now called
Stirling Park, Yarralumla and contain historical and recent (2003) photographs that show what
remains of man’s occupation.
In the late 1990s a National Trust Citation was written for Stirling Park. It incorporates into the
new document the information from other citations referred to in this document and the
history of the area.
What is clear is that this small parcel of land known today as Stirling Park, Yarralumla, is a
significant and important cultural landscape that has survived development and holds evidence
of man’s temporary use of it from Pre-European times through to the construction workers
camps and settlements of Westlake (1922-1965). It is home to many native creatures and plant
life including the endangered flower – button wrinklewort. This land holds clues to the
unwritten history of the Aboriginal and working classes of the ACT whose local history has been
neglected in favour of the 19th century Aboriginal, Colonial and Post 1927 arrival of government
departments.
Stirling Park is a small island of land in the centre of the city that has survived and may it
continue to survive for the use of the people of Canberra and a reminder of the land and the
people who lived there before the city.
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