Part B: Proposal for Stirling Park
in response to the 2013 Canberra Centenary
Stirling Park—European Settlement Time Line

1828 Aug 21
2,560 acres known as Portion 7, Parish of
Narrabundah, County of Murray, was
promised to John Stephen. This portion
includes what is now known as Stirling Park.
Stephen sold the land to William
Klensendorlffe in 1829. In 1838,
Klensendorlffe constructed a stone farm
dwelling on his land, above the flood-level of
the Molonglo River. He named the property,
Elizabeth Farm, after his wife, Elizabeth Guise,
but it became known for years as
Klensendorlffe’s Farmhouse.1 By August 1839,
Klensendorlffe had mortgaged this property to
Peter William Plomer, the amount to be
repaid by 4 August 1842.2 The 1841 Census of
Householder’s Returns state that Elizabeth
Cottage retained 11 males and 3 females, of
whom 9 were free and 5 were bonded. In
1846, Klensendorlffe was declared bankrupt
and he left the district the following year.3

1854

1847 May 13

Mining took place on Stirling Ridge and the
eastern side of Haines Creek (local name),
which runs through the park.9

Joseph Kaye, tenant farmer, leased the house
and 65 acres (about 3%) on the eastern side of
Klensendorlffe’s land. The 1885 Land Census
states that Joseph Kaye held 75 acres, with 6
horses and 4 cattle. The family, with eleven
children, the last four of whom were born
there, farmed wheat, oats and maize for
nearly 40 years, with the parents retiring to
Queanbeyan in 1889. Their son, Samuel
Charles, took over the farm.6
1860 Mar 29
Peter Plomer sold Klensendorlffe’s land to
George Campbell, who added it to the
Duntroon Estate.7 The Kaye tenant farmers
remained but the land was never sub-divided
until it reverted to the Crown.8
Circa 1860s

The land was transferred to Peter William
Plomer, who leased the property to Terence
Murray of Yarralumla.4

When digging the Sewer line from Old
Parliament House to the Weston Creek
Sewerage works in the early 1920s,
miners spoke of a silver lode some forty
feet below the sewer vent at Westlake,
in Stirling Park. A limestone cave near
Yarralumla was also broken into while
constructing the sewer, and the
direction was promptly altered to avoid
it. The miners also noticed that the area
of Fitzgerald Street formed a natural
drainage area for Stirling Ridge.10

1847 Jun
Terence Murray sub-leased the land to his
former overseer and friend, Stewart Mowle,
who worked for Murray as his overseer.
Mowle brought some of his sheep from other
properties to Elizabeth Farm. Mowle also sublet the property to other tenants. In 1852 the
Mowle family departed Canberra.5
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1865
Briar Farm, with a four roomed cottage,
situated where the Southern Cross Yacht Club
is today, was leased by the Campbell’s to
tenant farmers, Thomas Bryant and James
William Cook, brick makers and builders in
Queanbeyan, who had both married, in turn,
the widowed Alice Willis, nee Kinlyside.11 The
1885 Land Census states that Cook was
farming 33 acres, with 5 horses, 5 cattle and 2
pigs.

1909 Mar 02
The first survey camp on Capital Hill (part of
the former Westlake) was set up in
Klensendorlffe’s paddock, on the western side
of a watercourse.
1910 Jan
A base camp, on the site of the first survey
camp was set up by the surveyor, C.R.
Scrivener, with a number of timber offices and
a concrete plan room being erected. The Plan
Room is still situated, off State Circle and is
heritage listed.

1882
Thomas Kinlyside, tenant farmer, a
wheelwright and blacksmith, married his
cousin, Elizabeth Willis, daughter of Alice, and
lived at Briar Farm. The 1885 Land Census
stated that Thomas held 80 acres, with 3
horses, 1 cattle and 2 pigs. Being dissatisfied
with the Commonwealth lease conditions on
resumption of land, they departed to live at
Oaks Estate and the farmland was taken over
by Samuel Charles Kaye.12

During the period of this camp and the
earlier one the surveyors commenced the
survey work of the 36 square miles of the
city proper. One of the survey markers,
The Gap, is shown on 1913 strip maps –
now near the Mosque end of Stirling
Ridge at the western end of the park.
1911 Jan 01

1892

940 square miles of land resumed by the
Commonwealth for the site of the new federal
capital.

Tenant farmer, Samuel Charles Kaye, son of
Joseph, took over his father’s lease and grew
potatoes and wheat. By 1913, after valuation
by the Commonwealth assessor, the stone
house was described as ‘ruins of house used
as a dairy’. In 1912 the Commonwealth
resumed Duntroon Estate but tenant farmers
were permitted to continue working farms on
a monthly rental basis. In 1913, Kaye
increased his tenant holdings to 82 acres. In
1921 he tenanted 50 acres of Briar Farm,
excluding the cottages and four acres of land
around the farm cottages, which suggests that
the land around Briar Farm may have
continued to be grazed and farmed between
1913 and 1921.13 On 8 August 1924, the Kaye
family moved from their farm at
Klensendorlffe, to the dairy farm known as
Springbank.14
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Circa 1913
The quarry, part of Stirling Park, near the site
of Briar Farm and part of Attunga Point, was
in use prior to 1860, as stone from it was
quarried for the reconstruction of St. John the
Baptist Church, now in the suburb of Reid.15 In
the 1920s the quarry was used for brick
making until the advent of the Lake in 1963.
The bricks were known as The Canberra
Creams. The quarry is situated on the eastern
side of Attunga Point.
1914-1927
Briar Farm, part of Westlake, leased to various
Commonwealth employees. The house
received a turnover of various tenants, the
last of whom were Charles and Frances Day
who resided there from 1927 until its
demolition in the early 1950s.
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1915-1921
Work began in 1915 in Weston Creek on the
main intercepting sewer. Work stopped in
15
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Stone was also quarried from Black Mountain.

1916 because of the manpower and financial
shortages caused by World War 1 (19141918). In 1922, work recommenced from the
Weston Creek end and during this year work
resumed in the area of Stirling Park until
around May 1925 when No. 3 Sewer Camp
was set up.

cottages were built at The Gap and occupied
from 1924.
The Westlake workers constructed
administrative buildings such as East and West
Blocks, and the provisional Parliament House,
and possibly the Lodge. One of the reasons for
placing the camps on the Westlake hills was to
enable the workers to walk to work, and
travelling allowance was not required. The
heavily timbered hills provided shelter from
the strong winds and the area was out of sight
of what was to become ‘permanent
Canberra’.

1922
In the eastern region of Stirling Park,
contractor John Howie built 18 timber huts as
a Hostel Camp for his single workmen and 25,
two and three bedroom timber dwellings for
those who were married. His men constructed
Hotel Canberra, originally called Hostel No 1
(to accommodate parliamentary dignitaries),
and other significant buildings throughout the
territory, e.g. Mt. Stromlo buildings.

1924
The Freeman family occupied a tent cottage in
eastern Stirling Park, below the present day
Singapore High Commission and Brazilian
Embassy in Forster Crescent. It may have been
part of the Tradesmen’s Mess
accommodation. Mrs Erikson, the Mess
Caterer of the Tradesmen’s Camp, moved into
a Westlake Cottage in 1924, leaving the tent
and nearby timber storage buildings vacant.
The facilities block, used by the Freeman’s, sat
on a concrete block, which may have been
part of a Howie’s lavatory block. This site is
still recognisable today.

Late 1922-1925
No. 3 Sewer tent camp was set up in The Gap,
Westlake – central Stirling Park. Work
commenced on the sewer tunnel from old
Parliament House to the Weston Creek
Sewerage Works. About 50 tents were erected
in two rows along the base of Stirling Ridge.
Above the tents, in line with the sewer vent
across the ridge, were a number of humpies,
constructed by the owners for their worker’s
wives and families. Work commenced on 20
workmen’s timber cottages, designed by HM
Rolland, in the Westlake settlement of The
Gap. They were known as The Gap cottages.

1925
Howie completed construction of the last five
pavilions of the Hotel Canberra. One of
Howie’s buildings is still in use today as the
Ainslie Hall, in Corroboree Park. It began as
the Masonic Lodge in Acton, in 1925, and was
moved to Russell Hill for use as a school,
1926-1929. It was eventually moved to Ainslie
c1930.

1923-1927
Just outside the eastern edge of Stirling Park
(Westlake), No. 1 Labourer’s tent camp was
established on the northern part of Capital Hill
in Westlake, to the east of the Surveyor’s Plan
Room. Hillside Hostel later resumed the site.
This camp was removed in late 1927 and the
men were transferred to Red Hill and other
camps.

Post 1925 May
No. 3 Sewer Camp was removed and the
Sewer Vent was constructed—shown as a
Monument on modern maps. This is one of
three remaining sewer vents. One is near the
roundabout at Kilpatrick St., Weston, on the
Cotter Road (southern side) and near the
Tuggeranong Parkway, and the second is in
the grounds of the Royal Canberra Golf Club,
Westbourne Woods, Yarralumla. The fourth,
now demolished, was near the
Commonwealth Bridge. The No. 3 Sewer
Camp’s Mess remained to become a hall for

1924-1927
Old Tradesmen’s tent camp was established
on the eastern side of Howie’s cottages and
separated by a quagmire.16 Additional 32
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The quagmire was formed by a former natural creek,
which flowed into the Molonglo River. The area is still
visibly moist, therefore forming a quagmire or swampy
area.
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Westlake residents. It was built of corrugated
iron and painted green to blend in with the
surroundings. The entrance had double doors
and in the 1930s a fireplace was installed. The
left hand side of the hall contained the
kitchen, ladies toilets and showers, while the
men’s facilities were on the outside at the
rear of the hall.

and removal of cottages commenced from the
Westlake settlement site (HM Rolland
cottages). Perth Avenue was constructed, and
in 1956, the South African High Commission
residence was built on the corner of Perth
Avenue and State Circle. The Westlake
cottages were still in evidence at the end of
the original dirt road. A bus stop, used by
Westlake residents, stood on the corner of
these two roads.

End 1925 to early 1926
Seven of Howie’s cottages were dismantled
leaving thirteen cottages, which were sold or
passed to the Federal Capital Commission.

In 1957-1959, the French Embassy was built in
Perth Avenue, alongside the old dirt road that
connected the Westlake settlement with State
Circle. The later named Darwin Avenue,
originally part of this dirt road, was sealed.
Perth Avenue now veers to the west of the
original dirt road. Westlake cottages were still
in evidence, tucked away at the end of the dirt
road out of sight of this newly established
embassy area. Later, Forster Crescent and an
extension to Empire Circuit were constructed.

1926
Ten lined workmen’s cottages were erected at
Westlake (The Gap) on the sites of the tents of
No. 3 Sewer camp.
1926 to 1927
Children’s playground and tennis court
erected at Westlake, in the area known as The
Gap, in the central area of Stirling Park.

From 1959 to 1965

1927-1928

The remaining cottages at Westlake were sold
and removed from the site. Some were
transported to Queanbeyan, Hall and other
places. Many of the residents’ garden beds
and concrete slabs, where laundries and
ablution areas once stood, can still be seen
today. The brick floors of small brick flats,
built at the rear of 29 Westlake, are still visible
today, as are many of the hedges that defined
the boundaries of front and backyards.

The men from the Tradesmen’s Camp (on the
eastern side of Stirling Park) were transferred
to the Parkes Barracks and the camp was
removed. Evidence of their habitation was left
behind and is still seen in the park today,
mainly via their ablution blocks, tent and
canteen sites. Metal detectors have located
water pipes still in the ground.
1930 to early 1931

From 1965

The last thirteen of Howie’s cottages were
removed or dismantled.

Embassies were built on the southern side of
the park, on the sites where some Westlake
cottages (nos. 1-20) once stood, i.e. the
northern part of Empire Cct., Darwin Ave and
Forster Cres. The early 1920s maps mark a
portion of Stirling Ridge, as a park named
Stirling. After the removal of the Westlake
cottages, the remaining undeveloped land
was named Stirling Park.

1942-1959
The Embassy of the United States of America
was constructed in 1942, on land between
present day Moonah Place and Perth Avenue,
Yarralumla – to the west of the old track used
by Westlake residents residing in the cottages.
There was an extreme shortage of
accommodation during the 1950s when there
was a large migrant intake, so when local
tenants left, newly arrived migrant families
often tenanted the cottages. In 1955 the sale

Once part of the suburb of Acton to circa
1963, Stirling Park is now part of Yarralumla.
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Workers’ living conditions in Stirling Park’s settlements
Living conditions were indicative for the majority of workers living in camps and settlements
throughout Canberra in the early part of the 20th century. All types of housing mentioned below,
were located in Stirling Park, in one camp or the other, and including Westlake. In 1925, during the
height of building construction activity in the area, the population of Westlake was around 700. At
that time it was somewhere between one quarter and one fifth of the population of the territory.
Tents
This was the primary type of accommodation for single men. They were made of canvas,
though some had additional tin or galvanised iron roofs and fireplaces with chimneys. In the
1920s they were supplied with wooden floors and in the case of the Tradesmen’s tents, with
wooden sides, 3-4 ft in height (Old Tradesmen’s Camp). Each tent was 10ft x 8ft and
accommodated two men who were each provided with iron stretchers and sometimes
bedding.17 In 1917, the rental was 1/6d (15¢) per week, with a ground rent at 6d. (5¢) per
week. The average wage for a labourer was £3 ($6) per week. The majority of camps were
supplied with a Mess Caterer who charged a weekly amount for food. The Tradesmen’s Camp
employed their own caterer on a co-operative basis.
Cubicles
In 1926, the majority of camps had their tents gradually replaced with cubicles of Oregon
timber, with the exception of Westlake.
Humpies
Until the Federal Capital Advisory Committee (FCAC), followed by the Federal Capital
Commission (FCC), were able to provide married couples with cottages, the usual practice was
for married couples to provide their own accommodation in the form of humpies, which they
built from a variety of materials: hessian (usually from old cement bags, split open, then wet
thoroughly, and when hung to dry, made windproof walls), galvanised iron, wood, packing
cases, and kerosene tins. The hessian walls were usually whitewashed, and the interior of the
humpy was often lined with paper. Water, electricity and sewerage were not supplied. The
exception was at Riverside and Russell Hill Settlements where water was supplied and Russell
Hill also had electricity.
Transportables
In 1924 temporary portable timber cottages, designed by H.M. Rolland, Director of Works and
Chief Architect, were built to accommodate married men. These were based on Howie’s
cottages and built of unlined Oregon timber, 24ft x 24ft, with two bedrooms, a combined
bathroom and laundry, and lavatory accommodation at the rear. These were constructed
initially at Westlake, followed by Acton and in 1925, the Causeway.
Bricks were not in common use in the Territory until the building of the permanent suburbs
during 1926-1927. These were built for the Federal Government’s officers and families
transferred to Canberra. However in 1921, the FCAC constructed a few brick cottages for
construction workers.
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Ann Gugler (2009): Ken Dinnerville who stayed with his father at the Tradesmen’s said that his mattress was straw stuffed in
Hessian bags.
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Location of old roads/pathways/tracks
On Stirling Ridge, continuing from Perth Avenue is an old road that leads to the Sewer Vent.
This may have been used as an access road to the vent and humpies constructed by sewer
workers.
Stirling Ridge – on the eastern side.
Through The Gap – on the site of the Westlake cottages.
Old pathways are clearly marked (see Hoddle’s map overleaf) originally drawn by surveyor,
Robert Hoddle, c1830s, redrawn in 1913. These pass through Westlake (The Gap),
enroute to or from the Molonglo River. Uriarra Road is just above Bald Hill. Kurrajong is
now Capital Hill, and Camp Hill has been erased. It was in front of old Parliament House,
near the Lake.
Also included on the next page, is a map of present day pathways issued by the ACT
Orienteering Association, some of which are ancient traditional paths that enabled
Aborigines to travel to ceremonial or camping grounds in the area.18
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Above: Hoddle’s c1832 map - redrawn in 1913 - showing (underlined) the Quarry, The Gap (Westlake
cottage & No. 3 Sewer Camp sites), Briar Farm, Klensendorlffe and Kaye’s farmhouse site (behind Hotel
Canberra). Note the tracks leading through The Gap towards Corkhill’s Paddock and the river.

Above: A modern map of Stirling Park showing present day pathways.
Some of these are considered ancient traditional pathways by the Indigenous People.
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