THE GAP COTTAGES, LATER KNOWN AS WESTLAKE COTTAGES IN THE GAP GURA BUNG DHAURA HILLS
KAMBERRA
now
Block 4, Section 128 & Section 22, Stirling Park and Embassy sites bounded by Perth Avenue, Empire
Circuit, Forster Crescent & Darwin Avenue, Yarralumla, Canberra

Above: View taken from side of Empire Circuit looking down towards George Sykes’ front hedge 29
Westlake. The site of 27 Westlake is off to the mid left of this photograph.

Above: Site of one of two plaques in Stirling Park, Yarralumla. This plaque, signs and photographs are in
the backyard of 29 Westlake, home of Gates [1924-1928] & George Sykes [1929-1965]
THE GAP COTTAGES – THE BEGINNING
In 1923 the FCT Works Director and architect, HM Rolland, visited Contractor John Howie’s settlement at
Westlake. There he inspected the two and three bedroom timber cottages built by the contractor’s
carpenters for Howie’s married tradesmen. Following this visit Rolland designed a basic small portable
timber cottage which could be produced relatively cheaply, erected near major worksites and moved to
new sites as required. They were not moved until the 1950s when following the departure of the tenants,
the cottages were sold and moved by truck to new sites. Several sit in Queanbeyan and the South Coast.
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The houses stood on concrete piers that were around six inches square. The height of each was
determined by the slope on which the house was built. The cottages were connected to electricity, water
and sewerage. Prior to the availability of the main intercepting sewer the cottages were connected to
three septic tanks, one of which survives in Stirling Park on the western side of Haines Creek in Block 4,
Section 128.
The basic house was 24ft x 24ft according to the plans. Jack Lette of Causeway was one of the men
working for Richard Jenkins who bought a number of cottages and moved each by truck, corrected me on
the 24ft – they were a little larger.

Above right: Hilda Heidemanns nee Zigianiuk in her front yard of 18 Westlake – one of the first twenty
cottages built in the Gap - 1950s. On the right is a Todd family photograph of the same cottages around
1924-1925. Below is a photograph of Helen & Diane Bates on the gate of 59 Westlake. In the background
is 58 Westlake – one of the ten cottages erected in 1926 on the site of the Sewer Camp following their
removal in 1925. The structure at the front entrance was not part of the original building and was
probably erected by one of the tenants. Note that the timber cladding is horizontal not vertical. The
cottages erected in 1925 (Causeway) and these cottages at Westlake in 1926 by the Federal Capital
Commission placed the timbers horizontally. The ones built by the Federal Capital Advisory Committee
(1923-24) at Westlake and Acton placed them vertically.
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The plan of the cottages shows the basic shape of the house - a square divided into four with another
small area at the rear that contained the laundry (wood fired copper & concrete tubs), tin bath that
fitted into the 2ft wide area behind the lavatory cubicle area. The entrance to the lavatory was via a
door on the outside of the house. In our house – 27 Westlake – a door was cut by a previous tenant out of
the corrugated iron wall to allow entrance to the lavatory from the laundry bathroom. A curtain hung
over the hole to provide privacy. Initially there was only one tin backed fire place in the kitchen used to
direct smoke away from the fuel stove. The living area was supplied with a small cast iron stove that was
later changed following many complaints and requests to an open fire with a tin backed fire place.
The Canberra Times 13 April 1933: NECESSARY COMFORT - Fireplaces for Westlake Cottages
Tenders have been called by the Department of the Interior for the construction of 55 brick fireplaces in
cottages at Westlake. It is intended to complete their construction before the beginning of winter. The
action follows years of agitation by residents in the locality both personally and through the Canberra
Advisory Council. The reason for the delay in supplying the need has been the question of finance, but
the department disclosed that the rentals paid over a period of seven years had practically accounted for
the capital value of the wooden cottages. The tender of Mr A Mabbett, of Kingston for the construction
of four open fire places at cottages at Westlake has been accepted. [We did get fire places, but they
were tin backed not brick.]
One of the young plumbers on the Westlake job was Tom Robertson of Oaks Estate. He recalled that the
lavatory cisterns were seconds and many broke down with regularity. From complaints made by
householders in the 1940s it is also noted that many of the cold water taps in the bathroom that should
have been placed over the baths didn’t quite make it to the right area.
Cold water for clothes washing and filling the tub for bathing was heated in the wood fired copper and
carried using a bucket to tubs and bath. At least one electric power point was available for use in the
kitchen. It was placed on the kitchen wall near the back door.
Cold water pipes were on the outside of the buildings and I recall that my mother wrapped the pipes in
rags to prevent the water in them from freezing in the colder months. It was always wise to fill the
kettle before going to bed of a night to make sure that a cup of tea could be made in the morning.
The cottages were unlined. In the 1950s the cottages were lined with canite and the interiors were
repainted. I recall that I chose blue for my bedroom. Unfortunately my mental choice of blue was quite
different to that of the painters and after a chalk line was made across each wall at the height of a
picture rail the lower half of the room was painted a dark blue and the upper half and ceiling a white
colour.
The exterior of the cottages were painted green. According to Tom Robertson of Oaks Estate the choice
of colour was to help the cottages blend in with their surroundings.
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Like most of the locals at Westlake, our backyard had an excellent vegetable garden. Flowers were
planted in the front yard. In the back top corner of our yard (diamond shape because it was on a corner)
an air-raid shelter had been dug. In front of the house on the open land now in the grounds of the Mexican
Embassy a series of trenches were dug just in case of an air raid. We moved into our cottage in 1941.
Many people built a room off the back of their cottages. In the case of large families this became a
necessity. In the post World War 2 period the government provided some families with a large cubicle to
take the overflow of family members. However, these were not always a success because most leaked
during wet weather.

Above left: Erection of cottages 21-27 1924 – Cottage 28 is not shown on the right. [Courtesy M Styles of
the McCullough family]. On the right: Vargi Varo and Ann Austin c1952 outside 27 Westlake. The site of
this cottage is opposite the corner of Empire Circuit and Forster Crescent in Stirling Park. The pine trees
in the background right still grow in the park and were in the backyard of 28 Westlake.
The Canberra Times 13 April 1948: BRICK HOUSE ERECTED WITHOUT APPROVAL. The allegation that a
man had built a brick house in the Westlake area without having a permit to do so and in defiance of the
building ordinances was made by Mr AT Shakespeare at the meeting of the Advisory Council yesterday.
[Actually it was three small brick flats built in the extended backyard of 29 Westlake, home of George
Sykes.] Mr Shakespeare said that a plan to aid in the development of Canberra was necessary. On the one
hand, it must meet public demands and on the other preserve the standards which had been sought to be
set up for the city.
Mr Shakespeare said that, owing to the retarding of development of Canberra a very unhealthy state of
affairs had been created. Under an unbalanced programme provision for shops and community services
had lagged. He continued that unsightly industrial slums existed in the Kingston area. They were as bad
as anything he had seen in Sydney or Melbourne. This was bad enough but in addition, people were
resorting to breaking the laws by carrying on backyard industries and activities.
„A horse and cart, or should I say a high-powered limousine, is being driven through the City Area Leases
Ordinance and the Building and Services Ordinances,‟ he added. Mr Shakespeare continued that all sorts
of buildings were being erected in Canberra without permits.
An outstanding example was that of man at Westlake who had built a brick house and was getting the
Government to permit the installing of electricity. This house had taken essential and critical materials
to erect. [This is not quite accurate – George used found bricks which he paid some of the young boys to
clean – some are in the creek near his house site.]
Mr Shakespeare said that a reasonable view had to be taken of the position. It was no good intensifying
the laws to the utmost because then the people would suffer. To the other extreme laxity would mean
that people who came originally to Canberra to settle, would be at a disadvantage. I suggest that as a
way out the Minister might accept certain advice from the Council which would provide a working
agreement. The community should be given the maximum service but at the time the City Plan should
be adhered too,‟ he continued… Mr Shakespeare added, „We have got to break through this hold-up of
development. Private enterprise should be allowed to do much more. If Lord Nuffield could find
resources from the Disposals Commission for a factory in Sydney, then surely there is enough private
enterprise to cover the needs of the Territory.‟ Mr Daley revealed that he had been placed in an
embarrassing position with regard to building activities in private homes. „People come to me and ask
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for a garage. They cannot have one. They ask can they build one, and we cannot give approval,‟ he
added.
On the suggestion of Mr Ellis the Council decided to give more thought to the matter and it will be
raised at the next meeting.

Above left: Circa 1999 photograph showing the site of one of the flats 29 Westlake in Stirling Park and on
the right Katja Heikurinen the daughter of one of the tenants of the flats standing behind one of the flats.
The back of the cottage is on the right.
Below: Fuzzy photograph taken by me in the late 1940s showing 29 and the flats under construction in the
background. The girls are L-R Dimity, Shirley Dixon, Carmel Maxwell and Elaine Berry. Toby in
background.

Below is a view taken from the front hedge area of 29 Westlake looking down towards the hall that was
built just behind the trees in the centre background. Below right is a detail of the hedge taken from the
other side looking back towards the site of 27 and 28 Westlake. Note part of George Sykes’ metal gate
embedded in the pine tree – part of the former front hedge.
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The Canberra Times 4 August 1944: WESTLAKE RESIDENTS SLUM DESCRIPTION. Residents of Westlake
held a meeting of protest against an article which appeared in „The Truth‟ Sunday July 23 describing
Westlake as one of Australia‟s worst slum areas, which residents considered was a slur on the people who
had lived at Westlake and made the best of difficult conditions for 20 years. The secretary of the
Westlake Progress Association (Mr Bellchambers) said the article and photo conveyed the impression that
the residents were to be compared with individuals responsible for „slum conditions as known in city
industrial areas. People were compelled to live in sub-standard houses at Westlake by the inability of
the Government to provide better houses. The article tactlessly published did not convey to readers
that the residents kept their homes clean and habitable and that the area was free from filth associated
with slum areas. He added that the article described Westlake as „one of Australia‟s worst slum areas
known by the deceptively attractive title of Westlake‟. The reference was unfair and unjustified. A
resolution was unanimously carried that a letter of protest be sent to „The Truth‟ and a withdrawal of
the implication that Westlake was one of Australia‟s worst slum areas, demanded...
ROADS
The original entrance to the settlement was on a track that entered the Gap from land covered from the
early 1940s by the US Embassy building and yard. This track continued down in the area of modern
Empire Circuit past the Canberra Mosque down Empire Circuit. The newer entrance used from the 1940s
started at State Circle below the US embassy – bus shelter erected there – thence up Perth Avenue and
down Darwin Avenue. These roads were not built at that time but follow relatively closely the old
entrance track. Incidentally the original plan for Darwin Avenue was roughly in the area of Block 2,
Section 128 Stirling Park, which may explain why that block is owned by the ACT government and not the
Commonwealth? Flynn Drive replaced this drive.
There have been numerous plans for development of Stirling Park. The first divided Park - the former
Section 22 - into two sections - 128 and 22. Block 4, Section 128 Stirling Park is a long thin undulating
block that cuts through the sites of cottages 29, 43, 48-52. It has been set aside for an undeveloped road
and if built would join Empire Circuit where it juts into the park and Marina Place on the other side of the
park. When I first approached the NCA I was assured that Section 4 was just a long thin block – not a
road. However in 2009 or 2010 ACTEW put in a gas line along the verge of this proposed road and marked
it with yellow plastic posts. Section 128 at time of writing is an area designated for development and the
former Block 1 has been subdivided and is being developed by the Chinese Embassy. Two small areas
were removed from the development by the NCA because they contain stone arrangements of
significance. Below: Detail of one section of one of the Ngunawal arrangements.
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Block 3, site of Howie’s Cottages and the Tradesmen’s Camp has also been further subdivided. Section 22
is set aside as a site for a new Prime Minister’s Lodge.1
Another track used by Westlake people connected the settlement with the Hotel Canberra. The vehicle
track went along the creek and thence across the flat and continued up the side of the Hotel Canberra
land in the area of the modern road that joins Commonwealth Avenue. This dual carriageway was
originally, like Wentworth Avenue, a concrete road. It also had roundabouts at the main intersections.
The walking track from the settlement was part of the vehicle track, but veered off to the left below the
Hotel Canberra. Here one walked down the steep slope into the gully and crossed the creek on plank
bridge before continuing up the steep slope to the Hotel. Walkers then continued through the grounds of
the Hotel near the Croquet greens to the bus stop on Commonwealth Avenue.
None of the tracks were sealed until the early 1950s when some tar did find its way on to the surface of
the tracks within the settlement. Around that time a school bus service came into the settlement. Prior
to that time children walked to the State Circle bus stop. Many children rode their bikes across the track
near Capital Hill Hostel over to Telopea Park or St Christopher’s schools.
Adults wishing to use the bus service walked either to State Circle or Commonwealth Avenue to use the
bus services.

.

1

At the time of preparing this document for the web(June 2009) the long thin block has been confirmed
as an undeveloped road and the area of Section 128 (eastern side of Stirling Park) is already being
developed in the area next to Flynn Drive and the remainder of the section set aside for development.
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Westlake was chosen
as the area to build the
first of the Rolland
cottages and in early
1924 fifty-two were
ready for occupation.
By 1926 it was realized
that more cottages
were needed in this
settlement. The first
suggestion was to bring twenty or so ex-Molonglo buildings to the settlement. However this
idea was scrapped and another 10 Rolland cottages were built on the site of the tents of No
3 Sewer Camp that had left the area in 1925. These ten cottages had the same basic plan as the original
cottage design but differed in that the combined laundry bathroom was built at the back of the kitchen
instead of the bedroom. The newer buildings, like the 120 built at Causeway in 1925 and 1926, had the
exterior timber planks nailed horizontally instead of vertically.

Top photograph - Rhona Bourke and one of her brothers outside 1
Westlake. Below on the left is Tom Smith working on his garden 13
Westlake. Note the vertical timbers and the concrete piers. Above right is one of the O’Rourke girls near
the green tin chimney of her home – 45 Westlake.
The Septic and Sewer System
The Westlake cottages in The Gap were connected to electricity, water and a septic system. Following
the completion of the Main Intercepting Sewer around 1927 the cottages were connected to the new
sewer.
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One of the three septic tanks in the
Westlake settlement was below cottages
43-47 near the creek. A second one was
near 29 Westlake and a third in the
grounds of 5 Westlake.
From oral histories it is known that
George Sykes of 29 Westlake during
World War 2 used the tank near his house
(29) as an air raid shelter and that the
one in the grounds of 5 Westlake may
have continued in use post the 1920s
when the Westlake cottages were
connected to the main intercepting
sewer. Lynette McKissock who lived at 5
Westlake in the 1940s and 1950s recalled
that this tank in her yard was pumped
out from time to time.
The overflow from the septic tanks was
directed into the creek that cuts through
The Gap. Today the remains of this
creek that is referred to on early maps as
a deep watercourse, is sluggish and filled
with the rubbish of years that included
one of the buckets used to bring the soil
from the sewer tunnel construction to
the surface.
Two large soil dumps from the tunnel construction remained in Westlake. Sometime towards the end of
the Westlake settlement the dumps were spread out over nearby land or remove. One of the dumps was
near the 1925 heritage listed sewer vent on Stirling Ridge and the other between cottages 28 and 53. The
former was grey limestone and the other apricot coloured shale. This shale also littered the surface of
the settlement area and was often used as chalk to draw hop scotch or lines for cricket on the old road
after it was laid with a thin layer of one car wide bitumen.
Two ditches across the hillsides were dug at Westlake. The purpose was to prevent storm water from
flooding the tents of No 3 Sewer Camp and to direct drainage water into the creek. The latter was below
cottages 43-47. Of the former ditch only a small section remains but the latter is still clearly visible. The
diagram below shows the creek (left) and the dug channel (right).
Below is another plan that shows the proposed connection to main sewer and the one septic tank that
remains in Stirling Park. The tank was opposite R Skinner’s place, which was probably No 52, later the
home of Bill and Ada Haines.
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The next diagram shows a model of a septic tank found in a 1926 encyclopedia. Whether this design was
typical of those built during the twenties is not known. However, superficial examination of the Westlake
tank shows some similarities and gives an example of the construction of a 1920s tank. The Westlake
tanks were placed near as possible to the creek to allow the overflow to enter it. Local children in the
twenties were told not to play in the creek because of the sewerage in it.
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During a period of woody weed clearance in Stirling Park in the late 1990s parts of the walls of the septic
tank were exposed. The old concrete cover of the tank had long gone. In the nearby creek big pieces of
concrete that may have been part of this cover were found.
I cleared the top section of the tank of rubbish and earth, measured and photographed. The depth of
the tank is not known but the oral history of Hazel Kennedy (nee Haines) who used to play in the then
long empty tank with other children in the 1940s and 1950s suggest that it was around 6 to 8 feet.
That this structure is a temporary is evidenced by the variations in measurements and the lack of finish.
If this tank was permanent one would expect the length to be 12ft not 11. In parts the wall is 7 inches
thick instead of 8 and so on. The concrete work has not been finished smoothly and exposed in it are large
river rocks. In one corner is what may have been an inspection hole where corrugated iron was used as a
cover. It left its imprint in the concrete. Still in situ is a lead lining over the middle wall of the tank.
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Following are photographs showing details of the septic tank. It is a long rectangular concrete box shape
(depth uncertain – not cleared of earth). In the center dividing the tank in two are a series of walls. Still
in situ on one edge of the tank wall is lead. An inspection hole was at one end. Corrugated iron was used
and the form is still evident in the cement. The measurements of the tank are not consistent that
suggests that it was always considered to be temporary.

Below left detail of concrete wall showing river rocks used in the concrete. On the right is a detail of
lead lining still in situ.

THE PEOPLE OF WESTLAKE WHO LIVED IN THE COTTAGES IN THE GAP
There are no full lists of the original tenants, but a very large map of Westlake Cottages in the National
Library of Australia has marked on it the names of the tenants and when they took up residency. Some
are marked with the year, 1924 and others with 1926. Since we know that these cottages on the map
were all tenanted from 1924 it may be that there were some earlier tenants than those named in 1926.
From this information we are informed that Francis Clowry was the first tenant of Westlake who moved
into his cottage 3 March 1924.
When the Social Service Association was formed in 1925 the Westlake people were initially reluctant to
join the Association because they were suspicious of whether or not it would assist in improving their
lives. Of major concern was the fact that the settlement was referred to as temporary. However they
eventually joined and under the auspices of the Association the tennis court and children’s playground
were built. These were under the 50-50 system – the people supplied the labour and the FCC the
materials.
The Canberra Times 24 September 1926: AINSLIE AND WESTLAKE- NEW PLAYGROUNDS -Child Welfare
Activity - Two new children‟s playgrounds were constructed during last week end under the auspices of
the Social Service Association at Westlake and Ainslie. The materials for the construction of these
playgrounds was supplied by the Federal Capital Commission and voluntary labour has been forthcoming
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readily from residents. The playground at Westlake is the first to be provided in the western section of
the city but Ainslie ground is the second which has been provided in that suburb.
The site of the new children‟s playground in Ainslie is the most ideal which has been secured. The large
group of trees which stand out prominently as a landmark in contrast to all the city plantations afford
pleasant shade for children‟s games. The site is said to have historical significance as the former
corroboree ground of the aboriginal tribes which first made Canberra a meeting place.
The busy teams of workers had almost completed the Ainslie playground as the result of Saturday
afternoon‟s work. Swings were erected and see-saws constructed, a sand tray installed and work
commenced on a roundabout. There was an interval during which afternoon tea was served by residents
nearby and this Saturday afternoon the work will be completed.
It is proposed in addition to the playground to install a drinking fountain among the trees and this may
record the significance of the spot in the pages of Canberra‟s history which persons can read and of
which few in..(blurred) can tell.

Above: Children’s Playground. The swing was later incorporated into George Sykes (29) extended
backyard. 1926. Below: Toby sitting on the fence of 27 Westlake 1940s. He was waiting for Dad –
Leonard Austin – to arrive home from work on his bicycle. The reserve is behind him. This area is now
the grounds of the Mexican Embassy. [photo on right taken early 2000s]
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THE GAP PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
In July 1924 the Gap Progress Association formed with a membership of 38. S Champ was voted
President, R Law Hon Sec and Brill, Oakely and Rainer Committee men. Rainer was one of the surveyors
in the engineers camp. One of the first tasks undertaken by the newly formed group was to organize a
trip to the Cotter for the children. And as early as 4 August 1924 the Association was very active.
Lists of requests written by the Hon Sec Mr Cameron included: lights on roadways opposite cottages;
school motor bus to call into the settlement; tennis courts erected; amusement hall to be constructed;
installation of electric meters in each house; post and telegraph office; outlet of septic tanks which came
out in front of No 5 and at rear of No 36 to be moved further away from cottages; storm water channel to
be made to drain low lying areas, fences for each cottage; open fire place in each cottages; hose boxes
fire appliances for the settlement and the following to be made available in each house:- power points,
plugs for bathtubs, sinks and wash tubs. [15]
4 August1924: Letter from RJA Cameron, Hon Sec Westlake Progress Association requesting
improvements including a storm water channel to carry water away from the settlement to the creek &
septic tank outlet to be moved.i
13 August1924: Letter from Mrs JM Spooner of 5 Westlake The Gap to Mr Rowlands (sic Rollands) asking
for something to be done about the grog being delivered to her mother-in-law next door.
2 September 1924: Letter from Rolland to DS Fraser President Gap Progress Association in answer to a
number of letters and a request to Rolland from Fraser requesting the use of 29 Westlake as a community
hall.ii
10 October 1924: Fencing commenced and tennis court site chosen. PO also chosen and a small
verandah was added to front of Law’s cottage (23) for use as Post Office iii
By the 10 October 1924: fencing work and work on the tennis courts were in progress; necessary fire
service installed and a small portable room at Law’s cottage was added to the main room (verandah) for
use as a Post Office. The Brill family (22 Westlake) took over the PO after Laws. They also took over the
library first established in Law’s cottage.
On 24 October: Mr Fraser, the new Hon Sec of the Gap Progress Association thanked HM Rolland (Works
Director) for fixing the septic tank problem, fencing and assistance with the tennis courts. Mr Fraser also
requested the use of three iron bed stretchers for the convenience of any new resident whose furniture
many still be in transit on the rail. He also requested that guttering be added to the back and front of the
cottages. At this time there were 52 members on the roll.
CCN 11 January 1925: Article refers to wonderful gardens at Westlake and that Miss B McKissock was out
of hospital. A branch of the LOL called The Chosen Few – formed by Brothers CW Riem, L Brill, JT
Kindleysides and W Dodge.
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11 February 1925: Mrs R Todd asked permission to paint the two back rooms of cottage 29 (used by the
community as a hall until the former Mess of No 3 Sewer Camp became available) – denied.iv
CCN 1925 No 3 Sewer Camp in The Gap moved 4 September 1925. In one issue of CCN there was a note
that the Hostel Cricket Club was renamed Westlake.
15 May 1926: Minutes of meeting with purpose of deciding whether or not the Westlake Progress
Association would join the Social Service Association. Mr Champ was in the Chair and Messrs Brill and
Meyers forcibly stated they didn’t want to join the SSA because whenever they asked for some
improvements for the settlement we were invariably informed that Westlake was only a temporary
settlement. A decision to join was finally made with the provision that a guarantee could be made that
the settlement would not be temporary.
27 September 1926: Letter from Waterman, Social Service Officer, requesting that an article be put in
the CCN drawing attention to the vandalism in a shelter shed at Westlake.v
19 January 1927: Letter to Honeysett (secretary SSA) from Les Dwyer of Westlake re the work on the
tennis court. The work was to be carried out by seven labourers who would be canvassed by W Thompson
and self. Dwyer wanted an engineer to meet a deputation of Saturday to make arrangements to prevent
rain water from flooding various houses. Also requested 2 planks 12inches by 3 inches and suitable timber
for chests 8 foot long and handrail to replace planks near the swimming hole. The crossing was used by a
number of people and considered to be dangerous. The letter also
5 February 1927: St John’s Churchyard Canberra Jean Salisbury – BRANCH, Harrie Hamilton MCGuffie.
The son of James and Margaret Branch, Harrie Hamilton McGuffie Branch was married to Lillian Cooper,
and they became the parents of one daughter. A carpenter, Harrie was living at 3 Westlake when he was
accidentally killed at the age of 39 years when he was seated in a motor car which collided with a sulky
near the Mill Creek Bridge (now Jerrabomberra Creek), Canberra on 5 February 1927. His funeral service
was conducted by Rt Rev B Radford, Bishop of Goulburn.
THE WESTLAKE HALL
14 October 1924: a musical night was held for the children of whom 63 attended along with 70 adults.
The numbers at this function highlighted the urgent need for a hall. At this time the community had the
use of cottage 29 in lieu of a hall. When the Sewer Camp left their Mess remained behind for use by the
local community.
2 March 1927: the Secretary of the Social Service Association wrote to Mr Les Dwyer, stating that it
would be a waste of time in trying to effect repairs to the current hall. Plans were then prepared for a
new hall which would be built elsewhere in sections and then transported by jinker to the site. This new
hall was to be built on an adjoining site so that the recently constructed lavatory accommodation could
be used. The size of the hall was to be the same length as the old one, but at least one half as wide
again as the old mess.
12 October 1928: the lavatory accommodation carried out at the Westlake Hall was completed. Mr
Jessop, Foreman of Foreman of the Building Construction Branch was in charge. The cost was £246. [17]
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The small rectangle near 39 is a small brick lined hole which is along with several others still in situ in
Stirling Park. Below is a detail of one of the holes near the corner of Empire Circuit and Forster Crescent
near the former site of 28 Westlake. Another was found on Block 3, Section 128 Stirling Park, Yarralumla.

The people of Westlake continued to press for improvements to their hall. A letter dated 1 February 1928
stated that it was intended to move the old Mess Building from No 1 Labourers Camp [on Capital Hill,
Westlake] to Eastlake for reuse as a new barracks there to replace the one that was burnt. vi It was
probably this building or another from the Eastlake Mess that was eventually moved to Westlake to
replace the old Mess building of the sewer camp utilized as a Westlake Hall from 1925.
The Canberra Times 4 September 1930: RELIEF WORK – NEW WESTLAKE HALL. Among the useful works
being carried out this week by the men employed by the Unemployment Relief Committee is that of the
demolition of Westlake Hall, which is in a very dilapidated condition. It will be replaced by a messroom
from Eastlake. This messroom served its purpose during the developmental stage of Canberra, but it is
no longer required at Eastlake. The Committee is also engaging men in regarding the hockey ground at
Reid.
The Canberra Times 22 October 1930: OFFICIAL OPENING WESTLAKE HALL. The new Westlake Hall was
officially opened on Saturday evening last. Messrs TM Shakespeare and R Rowe spoke briefly on the need
for developing a community spirit and dancing followed. The entertainment was in aid of the Canberra
Relief Fund. During the evening novelty dances were held and interest was very keen. The
unemployment relief fund will benefit by approximately by £12 and it is the intention to hold another
dance in aid of the cause.
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Above Thompson Brothers on the tennis court 1927. In the background right is the old Westlake Hall and
cottages 61 and 62. Below c1935 Gymnastic Class in the Westlake Hall. Photograph from Vic Reynolds.

Back Row L-R: W Hawke, D Armstrong, R Davies, L Hart, B Armstrong,
Next Row: E Brill, H Reynolds, L McVeigh, B Phillips, D Reynolds
Next Row: K Hawke, George Blewitt, B Hawke, R Day, R Brill
Front Row: Eddie Smith, R Davies, K Dixon, Victor James Reynolds.

Above left: Photograph Angela Ivanovici in the early 1950s outside the Westlake Hall. At this time the PreSchool set up a centre at Westlake which was used once a week or fortnight. Right: 1940s or early 1950s
children leaving the Westlake Hall – play centre. L-R Johnston, Ray Wilder, Gregory, ? Campbell, Sylvia
Menzies,? Jimmy Burn, ? Purtell.
The Hall was the centre of the community. It was the place where meetings were held and functions such
as dances, church, engagement parties, euchre parties, benefits. It was in this Hall on the 15 May 1926
that a meeting was held for the purpose of giving consideration to joining the Social Service Association
was held. This meeting highlighted a number of problems with the hall which included the lack of
heating. One speaker referred to it as an ice box. Joe Honeysett who attended the meeting on behalf of
the FCC commented on the inadequate road access road to the settlement and stated: In fact one speaker
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was kind enough to say that as he watched me coming down the hill in the car, and wished that I might
have broken a spring, as he had done during the previous week. [16]
Queanbeyan Canberra Advocate 19 November 1925: Westlake (from our Correspondent). The Federal
Star, a branch of the Druids Lodge are holding fortnightly meetings in the local hall…Cricket - The Hostel
Club defeated Ainslie. The Hostel Club members included W Graham, W Wilton, J Mobbs, A Graham,
Gardner, Britton, Bert, Sandilands, McFarlane, Clarke and Howell.
Benefit held in Westlake Hall by the Grand United Order of Oddfellows (GUOOF) who held a benefit for
the widow of Harry Branch of 36 Westlake. He was killed when the shaft a a sulky went through his neck.
He was a passenger in a car that spooked a horse with a sulky. vii
December 11, 1925 Canberra Community News: Notes that R Law was Honorary reporter for Westlake.
Later, following the establishment of the Federal Territory Returned Soldiers League Vic Samuels was the
Westlake Representative.
15 May 1926: Meeting - the Chairman of the Gap Progress Association, Mr S Champ spoke about the
falling off in numbers and gave the reason that very little was being done to improve the well being of
residents. Mr Brill and Meyers quite forcefully stated that people were not willing to join the Social
Service Association because whenever they asked the Commission for improvements in their standard of
living they were invariably informed that Westlake was only a temporary settlement. [16]
19 January 1927: Letter to Honeysett (secretary SSA) from Les Dwyer of Westlake re the work on the
tennis court. The work was to be carried out by seven labourers who would be canvassed by W Thompson
and self. Dwyer wanted an engineer to meet a deputation of Saturday to make arrangements to prevent
rain water from flooding various houses. Also requested 2 planks 12 inches by 3 inches and suitable
timber for chests 8 foot long and handrail to replace planks near the swimming hole. The crossing was
used by a number of people and considered to be dangerous.
20 April 1927: Letter to Mr Dolan caterer Western creek suggesting that he call on Mr Herbert Daniel,
Mess Caterer No 1 Labourers Camp – lived 25 Westlake – as he intended to resign soon. The Mess was
taken over by Mitchell who was Mess Caterer at No 3 Sewer Camp in The Gap and probably moved with
them. viiiAnother document ixreferred to the removal of No 1 Mess from Power House area and noted that
the Mess building was already set up on a site near Capital Circuit – 1924. [No 1 Labourers Camp was on
Capital Hill – not to be confused with Capitol Hill Camp erected in 1925 by John Howie & Sons.]
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29 October 1927: Letter from Les Dwyer, Hon Sec Westlake Branch SSA to Honeysett re rolling of the
tennis court etc and that the old bush poles delivered to the Causeway Hall some years ago (1925) were of
no use. Discussion re children’s trip to Cotter.xi
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY
One of the most important events that I recall being held in the Hall was the Children’s Christmas Party.
This exciting event was held annually probably from the beginning and each child received a present from
Santa Claus. In my time (we came in 1941) my father was Santa in the post WW 2 years– I did not know
this, but I believe his nick-name was Dadda because he was Father Christmas. One example was recorded
in The Canberra Times 27 December 1945: On Friday night nearly 80 children attended the Westlake Hall
when „Father Christmas‟ arrived and presented them with toys from a Christmas tree. During the
evening the children played impromptu games and received sweets, ice-cream and fruit, while parents
were also entertained to supper later. The evening was made possible by the financial assistance given
by the residents of Westlake and by the work of the voluntary helpers, Mesdames McKissock, McFadzen,
Austen [sic Austin], Walters and Messrs Austen [sic Austin], Hawke and Summerfield.
The Canberra Times 25 December 1928: FOR WESTLAKE CHILDREN. The Westlake sub-branch of the
Returned Soldier‟s League tendered a most successful Christmas Tree to 120 children of the district at
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the Westlake Hall on Friday night. Father Christmas (Mr JL Tootell) was permanently surrounded by 120
happy children, all anxious to receive a toy from his hands. The Christmas Tree tastefully decorated
with toys, sweets and novelties presented a cheerful appearance and next to Santa Claus was the chief
attraction.
The success of the function was due largely to the endeavours and support of Mesdames Samuels, Edward
and Green and Messrs Snow, Gant, T Symons, S Barbour and G Bryant and the sub-branch secretary, Mr V
Samuels.
The Canberra Times 24 February 1927: Returned Soldiers - WESTLAKE SUB-BRANCH – At a
representative meeting held at Westlake a sub-branch was constituted of the Returned Sailors and
Soldiers‟ Imperial League of Australia. The sub-branch will cater for men at Westlake, Westridge and
the camps at No 1 Mess, Tradesmen‟s Capitol Hill and Red Hill. The following officers were elected:
President Mr McCullock, vice-president, Mr Binney; secretary, Mr V Samuels: assistant secretary, Mr C
Hooper: treasurer, Mr J Bartley: delegate to council, Mr V Samuels.
SPORT
As with other settlements, sports were always of prime importance. Westlake formed its own cricket
clubs (both male and female), football and tennis clubs. Jacob Tootell was one of the first members of
the Canberra cycle racing club. Many of the shorter races commenced in Queanbeyan and raced to
Brodie’s garage in Canberra and back again. Brodie’s garage was built in 1927 in Wentworth Avenue
where it joined McMillan Circle. The garage was pulled down in 2010 and was known as the 8 mile (- 8
miles from Queanbeyan Post Office).
Information about the races was given to me by Nobbie [Norman] Robinson of Oaks Estate, who in the
early 1930s won a number of the races earning just enough to be able to marry. They were still racing as
late as 1940. An article in The Canberra Times 1 June states: the Queanbeyan Cycling Club will visit
Goulburn to-morrow in an attempt to take the Tully Cup which is held by the Goulburn Club. The team
is as follows: B Robinson, R Pepper, T Staples, B Kelly and R Monck. The omission of Burn and Rodgers
who were unavailable has weakened the team. However Kelly (Canberra) and Monck, who replace these
riders have shown ability. A 15 mile handicap has also been arranged in which local riders will
participate. Canberra members who are unable to go to Queanbeyan will be picked up at Brodie‟s
Garage at 8 am.
The Canberra Times 24 March 1927 has an article on the then proposed garage: The service station site
at Eastlake Circle will represent as outpost of city development, and is situated in a portion of the
territory where the Commission‟s sewerage system will not be available for some years. Water and
electric light are available however. The lease measures 100 by 150 approximately and in view of the
value which is expected to attach to the proposition an upset price of £2,000 has been fixed. A building
covenant fixes the date for the commencement of the building at October 9, 1927 and the date for
completion at June 30, 1928.
The Westlake tennis court was built under the 50-50 system and a keen club was formed. On 28
September 1928 the club was given permission by the FCC to build a tennis pavilion. The hon sec of the
club at that time was L Barber and the materials for the pavilion were to be delivered to Sam Champ at
40 Westlake (opposite the tennis courts) on 30 October. The shelter shed (Plan No A471) was of a similar
design to the one being built at Acton (13 February 1928). Mr Meyer offered to act as the honorary
supervisor. In the same letter from the FCC an offer was made to get a scoop and tractor to assist with
the foundations of the court. Reference was also made to the vandalism of the children’s playground and
Joe Honeysett was unsure if a drinking fountain would be erected at the playground because it could not
be made safe from the vandals.
Swimming in the local swimming hole which was in the Molonglo River off the suspension bridge that
crossed the Golf Links (later Royal Canberra Golf Club which moved in the early 1960s to its present site
at Yarralumla). The pontoon bridge which replaced an earlier suspension bridge was an excellent place
for sunbathing. One of the favourite occupations of the swimmers was retrieving the golf balls that
landed in the river instead of on the green on the opposite side of the river. These were sold back to the
golfers for a small profit. Hazel Haines told me that she got her first set of golf clubs from the river that
golfers managed to drop in as they crossed the pontoon bridge. Some of the lads, such as Bobby
Bellchambers, became very proficient golfers. Others, like myself used to play on the greens out of sight
of the club house. Bob Bellchambers also played in the First Prime Minister’s Eleven (Cricket) at the
Manuka Oval.
22

Above standing Kevin Haines – on pontoon bridge and right, one of the Haines boys on the links. Far
right is the quarry – now Attunga Point. [1950s]

Top left – replacement drums for the pontoon photograph courtesy Viktor Malyszko and right, Vagi Varo –
girl guide from Papua New Guinea on the bridge circa 1952 photograph Ann Gugler
The Canberra Times in 1934 has an article on Women’s Cricket in the FCT.xii The Westlake office bearer
and Vice Captain of the women’s team was Mrs Hawke. The Captain was Mrs Corey (Sally Petty). The
Westlake team consisted of Mrs Hawke, Mrs Armstrong, Miss F Robinson, Miss E Leech, Miss I
Bellchambers, Miss M McKissock, Miss J Farrell, Miss L Edwards, Miss A Macdonald, Miss B Knight, Miss A
Hawke, Mrs Corey and Mrs Edwards. Not mentioned in this list is B Dixon who played for YWCA team and
M Brill who played for Westridge.

Above: Westlake Women’s Cricket Club – photograph courtesy of Mrs D Maxwell. Only a few of the names
are known – seated on her future husband’s lap is Peggy Knight (Kilpatrick) and the girl far right with the
dark dress is one of the O’Rourke girls(?)
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The first local male cricket team was formed by Howie’s men and a cricket pitch was made on the land
near modern Flynn Drive. Not a great deal is known about the formation of the Women’s Cricket Team,
but as the YWCA had a team it is possible that they were the organizers? Miss Hawkins of the Social
Service Association may have ‘had a hand’ in the formation too? One of the girls who belonged to the
YWCA team was Beryl Eunice Dixon, daughter of Edwin George Dixon of Westlake. She died 28 February
1940 at Waterfall Sanatorium (TB?) aged 23 years.xiii
The Canberra Times 28 December 1932: reported the match between a visiting English Women’s
Cricket Team and the locals. The Canberra Team selected to play at Canberra on Wednesday January 9
was –
Marjorie Moore (Church of England Girls
Mrs Corey (Westridge)
Grammar School captain)
Rita Connelly (Westridge)
Lily Blundell (Westridge – vice captain)
Molly McKissock (Westlake)
Nina Southwell (Hall)
Francis Robinson (Westlake)
Helen Moore (Hall)
Beryl Dixon (YWCA)
Mrs Oldfield (Jean nee Boyd –
Ivy Twemlow (Cooma)
Westridge)
Ivy McDonald (Westlake)
The Umpires were Messrs J Macauley and AM O’Leary. The scorer was Mr H Baker. The article continued
with an outline of each of the ladies cricket skills. Mrs Oldfield (Jean nee Boyd) who first drew my
attention to the Women’s Cricket Club and loaned her copies of articles written at the time, is an active
all rounder and makes fielding a specialty. A sound defensive bat she will open against the English
women…Molly McKissock, one of the Westlake players chosen for the big match is a very useful bat …and
excels at fielding. Francis Robinson, also from Westlake is a good bat… Mrs Corey is a sound bat…
Many of the footballers belonged to the Sewer Team that was the ‘child’ of the Sewer foreman, Jeremiah
Dillon. Following the demise of this team Westlake boys joined other teams.
One of the sports frowned on by officials was TWO-UP. This sport was regularly played in the
Tradesmen’s Camp at Westlake. The Canberra Times 26 July 1927 reported one such incident: TWO-UP –
SUNDAY RAID – WESTLAKE SURPRISED. A raid conducted by Sergt Cook and tow of his constables resulted
in the sudden dispersal of a large „two-u‟ school at Westlake on Sunday. Before the arrival of the raiding
party upwards of 250 men were engaged in the fascinating pastime of „headin‟ em‟ in a convenient
clearing in the timber adjacent to the settlement. Wagers were laid freely upon the turn of the coins, a
motor cafeteria van dispensed hot pies and coffee and the „school‟ had settled down to an afternoon of
quiet enjoyment.
A sense of false security had evidently descended upon the gathering for the police car had drawn up
about fifty yards away and was depositing the raiders before the alarm was sounded. The „school‟ was
immediately thrown into confusion. Men broke and fled in all directions, whilst others endeavoured to
recover the stakes from hazards before joining in the flight, and in two minutes the clearing was
deserted, save for the disconsolate dispenser of pies. Fleeing figures dotted the river flats in the
direction of Black Mountain, the crash of heavy bodies breaking through the undergrowth towards Hotel
Canberra became fainter, and the last fugitive straggler was disappearing over the southern ridges. The
police did not pursue the chase for any great distance, and, although they made no arrests, returned to
the station well satisfied with the afternoon‟s work.
Federal Capital Pioneer 1 February 1925: Westlake News – Don‟t forget that the local Progress
Association is a strong body and wishes everyone that is not a member to join up and make it still
stronger. It is pleasing to note that there are only just a few who are not members but it is hoped that
in a short time they will come along and join.
Several young men from here have felt lonely and to get over the difficulty have got married and there
are a few who may in the near future take the same steps. We must congratulate them all. It is to be
hoped that the Department will take pity on the residents and make a move with the open fire places so
that we may have some comfort in the cool weather.
No doubt the new hall will be welcomed when it is granted and in fact the tennis courts, too. The road
is we may call it that is in a deplorable stage and it is to be hoped that it will be seen to. The gardens
are looking beautiful now with the tomatoes ripening and various other vegetables coming on. It is
noted that football is starting already. Some of the players are training now, which speaks well for them
this year.
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Our Post Office will be in full swing shortly. It is hoped that our worthy friend, Mr Wallie Cameron, who
has been sick for some time will soon be about again. It is pleasing to hear that Mrs F Okley, who
sprained both ankles on the 14th ultimo, is getting about again.
The Pioneer is also procurable from your local agent, Mr W Fraser, The Gap. There is a movement on
foot to form a Building Trades Council for the betterment of the conditions for the workers on the
Federal Territory.
The Queanbeyan Observer 4 September 1925: WESTLAKE (From our correspondent). The Commissioner
having given the local residents the mess room of the late No 3 Sewer Camp it will be possible to hold
regular church services in the locality. This hall is to be officially opened to-night, when it is hoped all
will do their best to make the function a success. The site originally occupied by the camp is to be laid
out as a playing area and already a tennis court has been pegged out. Swings for the children will also be
erected very soon, thanks to the untiring efforts of a few of its „live wire‟ will have its share of sports
and gaiety. Efforts are being made to organize a cricket team here with a stiffening of players from last
year‟s Hostel Club [Howie‟s single men‟s quarters] it should be an easy matter to place a strong side in
the field. A meeting is to be held shortly in connection with the matter and a good muster of cricketers
is expected.
The Queanbeyan Age 27 April 1926: DEATH AT WESTLAKE – The death took place on Thursday last at
Westlake Canberra of Francis Thornton Okely at the age of 39 years after an illness extending over three
months. The funeral took place the same afternoon, the internment being made in the Anglican
Cemetery, Canberra. The funeral was largely attended as deceased was very popular in the Territory,
being secretary of the Amalgamated Carpenters and Joiners‟ Association. Six secretaries of different
Unions on the Territory acted as pallbearers while Rev FG Ward officiate at the graveside and Messrs
Mason Bros of Queanbeyan were the funeral directors.
Messrs HR Waterman representing the Industrial Board; Hoare, office Staff, Canberra Commission; F
Brown, Carpenters & Joiners; F Norrell, Plumbers; P Gallagher, Builders Labourers; J Gure, Plasterers;
CA Martin, Painters; PJ Byrne, Bricklayers; FW Brill, under secretary Carpenters & Joiners were present
at the funeral obsequies. A large number of beautiful floral tributes were laid on the grave which
included: From his beloved Wife and Family, Mother, brother-in-law and sister, Mr and Mrs Law and
family; Mrs Arbuckle and family; Mrs Champ and family; Mrs Butcher and family; Mrs Les Brill and
family; Mrs Hart and family; Mrs K and S Spooner and family; Industrial Board; Carpenters & Joiners of
Australia; Federated Builders‟ Labourers and WH Mason. A widow and three children are left to mourn
their loss, to whom the deepest sympathy of the community is expressed.
ARTICLES IN THE CANBERRA COMMUNITY NEWS
14 October 1925:
The Progress Associations…The first meeting of the Association was held in July 1924 when 35 members
were enrolled. Its objects are to do all that is possible to improve the locality generally and to foster
good fellowship among the residents. The executive includes Mr S Champ (president); Mr R Law (hon
secretary); and Messrs R Brill, Okely and Rainer (committeemen). Early this year sports were held to
raise funds for the Association, and these were successful. A trip to the Cotter which was arranged as a
special treat for the children, was a huge success and was greatly enjoyed not only by the juveniles, but
by their elders. Recently the Commission made available to the Committee a hall which was originally
the mess room of No 3 Sewer Camp. This building is much larger than the accommodation previously
available, and already two most successful socials have been held in it. The used is used also for church
services. Of late there has been a noticeable decrease in the attendance at the meetings of the
Association, but it is hoped that the advent of Spring and Summer will encourage more largely attended
meetings.
11 March 1926:
At the meeting of the Westlake Association Mr Champ was appointed representative to the Library
Committee. A Bush Book Club had been established at the Residence of Mr Brill – the subscription was
2/6 per annum. The library was quite large and had a good stock of books on a wide range of subjects.
Table Tennis reported to be very popular at Westlake. Mr F Oakley was in hospital quite ill. [He later
died]
11 August 1926:
Social Service Activities….It will be remembered that the initial meeting held at Westlake for the
purpose of linking up with the Social Service Association, a number of residents considered that it would
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be advisable to take any further steps until some assurance had been given by the Commission of the
permanency or otherwise of the settlement. A recent intimation from the Secretary of the Canberra
Social Service Association points out that there is not the intention on the Commission‟s part to remove
the settlement; in fact rumour has it that further cottages are to be erected in our midst.
It is now hoped that our local committee will make arrangements to carry on with the work of
construction a children‟s playground and tennis court, sites for both of which have already been pegged
out. The Westlake Hall is a structure which has always proved a bone of contention with local residents
and it is suggested that improvements to this hall might had the immediate attention of the local
Association.
11 October 1926:
District Activities…Since the formation of the Westlake Social Service District Association residents seem
to have taken a new lease of life, and under the energetic guidance of Mr Les Dwyer, our hon secretary
and Mr S Champ, delegate to the Canberra Social Service Association, the welfare of inhabitants are in
good hands, and far greater interest is being shown in the welfare movement, and our membership is
increasing steadily. The long-looked-forward-to children‟s playground has at last been constructed on
the reserve immediately in front of the post office [22 Westlake] and the many children in the district
have been highly delighted at the innovation. Among those who rendered great assistance in the
construction of the playground are: Messrs R & L Law, G Meyers, R Beattie, S & J Champ, W Thompson,
Findlay (senior and junior), branch, L Brill, J Weston, A McKissock, V Samuels, R Harrington, R Gates, E
Corey, G Cleaver, W Williams (jun), L Dwyer. The ladies of Westlake came forward with their usual
generosity and provided refreshments for the workers at the playground. Mesdames Beattie, Cleaver,
Samuels, Champ, Dwyer and Miss D Meyers were prominent in this regard.
The District Association intends holding a series of socials and dances in the local hall for the purpose of
raising funds for the purchase of a piano. It is satisfactory to hear that approval has now been given for
water and sewerage connections to be provided at the hall, and now the playground has been finished,
this committee intends going thoroughly into the question of renovations and improvements to the hall.
Cricket is booming in our midst; the old Hostel [Howie’s] Club having changed its name to Westlake was a
good move, as many of its members are residents of the „Gap‟ and we shall now take a far greater
interest in the doings of our club.
11 November 1926
District Activities…Owing to the recent warm days the gardens are showing to great advantage both
flowers and vegetables are showing something for the hours of labour spent upon them.
Due to the efforts of a live committee the social side of Westlake in now being well catered for. It was
decided to purchase a piano for the hall and to hold a dance every alternate Sunday. An orchestra of
three makes it hard for the dancers to partake of a tasty supper which is a feature of these events. The
hall has been improved considerably, and the committee still have further improvements in hand, which
it is hoped will be carried out at an early date. The next dances will be held on Saturday 6 th and 20th
November when we hope to see a number of dancers from other centres.
Readers should make special note of 26th November when this District Association will hold a dance at
the Causeway Hall in aid of the Piano Fund. It is also interesting to note that a branch of the Fire
Brigade has been farmed here, and our next movement is the formation of a tennis court and club. We
have our eyes on the Gorman cup, and many others once we get our players together, which will not be
long now.
11 March 1927:
Suburbia… It is very satisfactory to be able to report that work has now been commenced on our Tennis
Court on the site adjacent to the Westlake Hall, and enthusiasts are invited to put in an attendance on
Saturday afternoons and week-ends. A great deal of excavation work has been done and it is hoped that
the work on the court will be will be finished in the near future.
Now that the water has been laid on and adequate lavatory accommodation provided for the hall, it is
sincerely hoped that the Commission will be able to do something in the way of remedying the defects at
the hall.
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The Westlake Branch of the Social Service Association continues to hold fortnightly dances in aid of the
piano fund, and residents from other centres will be gladly welcomed at these functions. The next
dance is to be held on Saturday 19th instant. Most of the new cottages have been occupied and Westlake
is developing into an increasingly growing suburb. At a recent meeting of the branch committee the
question of the transport of school children was freely discussed. It was stated that our children have to
wait a long time before they can get a bus back from the school. It was also decided that a request that
a bus should come right into the Settlement to pick up the children and bring them home, as a long walk
is entailed for them to link up with the present stopping place of the bus and this is not at all desirable
during the wet weather.
11 June 1927
District Jottings…Our tennis court is now taking shape and in the course of a few week members will be
forming a club. After several requests the Anglican Church Service to be held here, Canon Ward has
endeavoured to hold Service in Westlake Hall on the fourth Sunday of each month at 7pm. Continuance
of the Service will depend upon the interest taken in attendance of residents. After so much difficulty in
making arrangements for these Services we hope to be able to maintain them.
A good many residents viewed the Royal Procession from our strong post. Four flag poles were erected by
some Social Service members on Sunday the 8th May, but by Monday 9th one flag had been souvenired.
The only regret of those gathered was the speed at which the Royal couple passed. They were hardly
recognized before they were gone.
18 July 1927
Social Service Association…At the annual meeting of the Westlake Social Service Association held on June
28 the following officers were elected for the ensuing year: Chairman, Mr S Champ; vice-chairman, Mr W
Williams; hon secretary, Mr L Dwyer; hon treasurer, Mr J Porter; hon auditors, Messrs T White and C
Davies; delegates to the Social Service Council, Mr S Champ.
The annual report went on to disclose that £28 had been paid off the Association‟s piano during the year.
To clear the balance owing it was decided to hold a series of dances at the Causeway Hall which was
considered to be a more attractive hall than the Westlake one. During the year considerable work had
been carried out by the residents on the tennis courts. Excavations had been completed and the
surfacing and fencing of the courts were to be completed at an early date.
The secretary noted that the windows of the Westlake Hall were broken, had been repaired and that an
application had been made to the Social Service Association for wire-netting to be placed over the
windows to prevent future damage.
OTHERS INTERESTS:
The Canberra Times 21 September 1928: Advertisement – Mrs Chatham, Professional Dance Pianist –
Open to accept engagements: solo or with orchestra. Old Time and Jazz. Good time guaranteed. Fees
Moderate. Apply 45 Westlake
The Canberra Times 21 June 1927: CANBERRA CITY BAND
The Editor:- „The Canberra Times
Sir,Would you please grant me space to make the following comments regarding the Canberra City band?
This band has been in existence for two years, during which time it has had a hard fight for its very
existence. Owing to the lack of public support and to several rebuffs that it has received of late, notice
of motion has been given, „That the affairs of the band be wound up.‟ This motion will be dealt with at
our half yearly meeting advertised in this issue…I am pleased to say we have the Federal Capital
Commission solidly behind us, having recently decided to buy us several new instruments and to go fiftyfifty with us in uniforms…The Federal Capital Commission has done its part, and I again appeal to the
public if they want a band at all, to come along and do theirs.
Thanking you, I am, TW White Hon Sec Canberra City Band, Westlake June 16,1927.
The Canberra Times 24 February 1927: RETURNED SOLDIERS – WESTLAKE SUB BRANCH. A representative
meeting held at Westlake sub-branch was constituted of the Returned Sailors and Soldiers‟ Imperial
League of Australia. The sub-branch will cater for men at Westlake, Westridge and the camps at No 1
Mess, Tradesmen‟s, Capitol Hill and Red Hill. The following officers were elected:- President, Mr
McCullock, Vice-president, Mr Binney, Secretary, Mr V Samuels, Assistant secretary, Mr C Hooper,
Treasurer, Mr J Bartley, Delegate to council, Mr V Samuels.
27

The Canberra Times 27 June 1930: WESTLAKE TENNIS AFTERNOON – A most enjoyable afternoon was
spent on the Westlake Club‟s court on Thursday afternoon when a number of ladies from the Ainslie Club
played a friendly match with Westlake ladies. The afternoon tea, which was supplied by the Westlake
ladies and catered for by Mrs O‟Reilly was thoroughly enjoyed by all who participated.
The following are the results:
Baker and Browning (A) v Cleaver and Boyd (W) 2-6:
Allan and Grainger v Harman and Dwyer, 2-6;
Grainger and Browning v Armstrong and Boyd 4-6;
Baker and Marcusson v Reynolds and Dwyer 2-6;
Allan and Browning v Cleaver and McCann, 6-5;
Grainger and Marcusson v Armstrong and Reynolds, 6-1;
Baker and Allan v Dwyer and McCann, 6-5;
Marcusson and Browning v Harman and Boyd, 6-4;
Baker and Grainger v Cleaver and Reynolds 5-6
Westlake won by five sets to four.
A WEDDING - HAWKE FAMILY OF WESTLAKE
The Canberra Times 5 April 1935: WEDDINGS – FINDLAY-HAWKE - St John‟s Church of England was the
scene of a very pretty wedding on Saturday March 16 when Alice May Hawke, second daughter of Mr H
Hawke and the late Mrs Hawke of Westlake became the wife of Mr George Andrew Findlay of Bathurst,
New South Wales. Entering the church on the arm of her father, the bride made a charming picture in a
classically cut frock of ivory satin with a long train and soft cowl neck and sleeves over which fell a
beautiful hand-made lace veil loaned by Mrs Spittle of Canberra. She carried a bouquet of cream
gladioli. The bride was attended by Misses Ruby Hawke (sister), Joyce Hawke (niece) and Betty Knight,
who were similarly attired in attractive frocks of dusty pink georgette with boat shaped necks at
waterlilly frills falling into a train. They wore large tulle picture hats to match and carried sheafs of
pale pink carnations and gladioli. The bridegroom was attended by Mr G Wade as bestman and Messrs E
Hawk and A Kerrison as groomsmen…
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE PEOPLE WHO LIVED IN THE WESTLAKE COTTAGES (1924-1965)
In early March 1924, Frank (Francis) Clowry moved with his family into 16 Westlake. He, according to
information found on a large plan of the cottages2 that had the names of tenants with dates of moving in,
was the first tenant of the newly built settlement. Not all who took up residency in 1924 in the first 51
cottages built are recorded. Some houses have the names of tenants who moved into cottages in 1926.
However, this list provides us with the names of many of the early residents in the years before Electoral
Rolls commenced in 1928. Information about others comes from the Canberra Community News,
Canberra Times, archival documents and the recollections of former residents.
A number of ex-Westlake people wrote their stories – published in True Tales From Canberra‟s Vanished
Suburbs of Westlake, Westridge & Acton. Excerpts from their stories are republished in this chapter.
LIST OF KNOWN WESTLAKE RESIDENTS.
The residents listed are those known to have lived in particular cottages – the residents are not listed
chronologically. PO = Post Office
1 Knight (moved from Howies), Bourke
2 Kinnane, Summerfield
3 Branch, Langer, Ida Smith, Langhorn, Hunt (PO), Jackson
4 John McKissock, Walters, Henderson
5 Spooner, Holmes, James McKissock (son of John), Lionel Haines (son of William & Ada Haines), Callan
6 Spooner, A Harrison, Reynolds, Morris, Duffus, McVeigh, Jesaulenko, Heidemanns
7 Booth, Spencer McDonald, Violet Langer, Ivanovici, Koppler, West
8 McCullough, Brooks, Condren, Kinnane, Baxter, Gibbs, Gates, Kuhn
9 Findlay, Rawson, Tootell, Archer, Schulz, Bryant, Grant, Sewell, Hill, Summerhill, Barjucik, Barczek
10 Kelly (took in boarders) Sandilands, Austin, Murray
11 Laybutt, Green, Syphers, Corsini, Shinnick, McNamee, Pozzollo, Mackenzie, McCauley
12 Barnett, McFarland, Blewitt, Gane, Haywood (Mrs Gane’s second marriage)
13 Cameron, Blewitt, Smith, C McDonald, Vella
14 Brinkman, Petty, Kirchner, Smith, Lockwood, Priby, Muzyka
2

Held in the National Library at Canberra
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15 Duffus, Hamilton, Smith, Dinnerville (moved from Howies), Dawson, Szeremet, Blewitt, Kelly
16 Clowry, Woodlands, Menzies, Summerfield, Owen
17 Erikson, Brinkman, Rowe, Riddle, Smith, Kuczerka
18 J Hawke, Padrotta, Todd, Zigianiuk, Wolf
19 Findlay, Smith, Kingswell, Skinner, Ritchie
20 Leech, Goodgage, Scott, Kingswell, Green
21 Unknown – house was either moved shortly after completion or burnt down.
22 Brill (PO), McIntyre, Essem, Hunt (PO)
23 Law(PO), Howard, Hart, Brown, Poulter, Godley, Bondarenko
24 Irons, Tuson, Barker, Butler, Ghiradello
25 Daniel, Budd, Box, Purtell, Tucker (lived at 25 or 26 in 1928)
26 Meyer, Johnson, Farrell, Gorman, Jackson, Goodygage
27 Beattie, Muir, Gorman, Ware, Murphy, Austin, Fortt, O’Brien
28 Jackson, Donaldson, Budd, Law, Rawlings, Menzies
29 Gates, Sykes, Rudge, McNeil, Gane, Harrison, Buckley, Stryeharsky, Modrak, Sobierajsky, Kuzak, Forsti,
Hovi, Heikurinen, Pylvanainen, Jario, Rudd, Bishop, Malyszko
30 Corey, Rawlings, Wilder
31 Cleaver, Keir, Ware, Henskens, Smith
32 Samuels, Kinnane, Paxton, Grant, Carn
33 Brown, Fraser, Patterson (PO), Williams, Bateup Paxton
34 Arbuckle, Brown, Petty, Corey, Fitzgerald, Lewcowitz
35 Champ, Johnstone
36 Brander, Andy Hawke
37 Thompson, O’Rourke, Tschannen, Liston
38 O’Reilly, Coves
39 Martello, McCallum, Bell, Burns
40 Woodman, Hawke, Higgins, Cameron, O’Neill, Pennington, Soboheski (George)
41 Byrne
42 Dixon, Peasley, Brooks
43 Porter, N Maxwell, Roson, Martin
44 Chuter, Edwards, Beadman, Nash, Convine, Fraser, McDonald (John),
45 Okely, McGlynn, Hilton McCauley, Chatham, O’Rourke
46 Baker, Harrington, Campbell, Drekovic, Hedrich
47 Makin, Day, Tayler
48 Law, Brayshaw, Brien
49 Dwyer (Harry – another Dwyer, Leslie also lived at Westlake in the early years. He lived in Braddon in
1928 and took up residence at Westlake 9 August 1926), Boyd, Reicheneder, Magutin
50 Butcher, Bellchambers (Aubrey Butcher moved from Howies Cottages to 50 Westlake 20 March1926)
51 Lockwood, Hubbard, McIntosh, O’Brien
52 Skinner, Rowe, Warren, Haines
53 Byrne, Dixon
54 Carn, Edwards, Bloomfield, West
55 Johnson, Harrington
56 Phillips, Maxwell, May, Gregory, Martello, Casey, Kimbell
57 White, Chapman, Robinson, Smijewski, Kusak
58 White, Adamson
59 Bates, Callan, de Smet, Butler
60 Duffus, Todd, Purcell
61 Armstrong, Jaks
62 Atkins, Rogan, Green, Fisher, Strudwicke
Post Office Mrs Davies, c/o – Essen, Gallagher, Ritchie
(Women who were the postmistresses have after their family surname – PO)
The Hall – Freeman (Mess Caterer No 3 Sewer Camp). This family was followed by Bill Mitchell as Mess
Caterer. He took over from Herbert Daniel No 1 Labourers Camp and later moved to White City Camp
following the closure of No 1 and later to Causeway Mess. Details of No 3 Sewer Camp is found in an
earlier chapter.
Briar Farm Kinlyside, Bryant, Cook, Percy Douglas, Charles Foster Day etc
Unknown house number – Glossop, Chalker, Cannell, Thurgood, Kenneth McCarthy (1927), Lifebore
(1934), Redcliff, McKinnon [11?], Nizynski, McCarthy.
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A document in NAA dated 20 March 1934 contained a list of families who requested the back verandah to be closed
in for extra sleeping accommodation. They were: No 6 Mrs Reynolds – 3 adults and 5 children; No 7 Mr McDonald –
5 children – oldest (boy) and two grown girls; 9 Mr Archer – 5 children 3 boys – 2 girls; 11 Mr McNamee 6 children –
grown boys and girls; No 13 Mr Blewitt 6 children – grown boys and girls; No 15 Mr Dinnerville – 4 in family – grown
boys and girls; 22 Mr Brill – 4 boys and 1 girl; No 26 VJ Farrell – 6 in family; 28 Asks for extra room as he has
Housekeeper and grown daughter and have to make back verandah at present for sleeping accommodation; 34 Mr
Brown asks for extra room as Mrs Brown, mother, lives with them and 2 children; 36 Mrs Brandon asks for extra
room as she has Mother, Father and Brother besides her own girl living with her; 37 Mr Thompson – 6 children; 41
Mr Hawke 5 children – 2 adults; 42 Mr Beadman 5 children – 2 adults; 46 Mr O’Rourke – 9 in family wants room
badly; 47 Day – 5 children – want extra room – All the above tenants have stated that they are prepared to pay up
to 1/3d (one shilling & threepence) week extra for the extra room. [Signed] HM Martin.
Examples of references to Westlake people documented in Angelus, Queanbeyan Canberra Advocate [QCA],
Canberra Times [CT], Canberra Community News [CCN] and archival documents. Photocopies of the following are
held in the ACT Heritage Library:
List of men who moved from the Power House Camp to No 1 Labourers Camp at Westlake. They included LS
McTerna, S Champ, C Jackson, L Newton, C Burnett, G Morris, J Burganey, T O’Brien, J Smith, P Murphy, T
Skonerg, E Stubbs, F Nicholdson, George Sykes (moved in 1929 following his marriage to 29 Westlake), A Cummins,
P McDonough, R Horsley, G Mathieson, J Holford. xiv
Notes from Sergeant Cook’s charge book: 19 September1923 Vic Samuels charged with indecent language and
earlier with stealing fruit from Yarralumla Nursery and destruction of fish by means of explosives in the Cotter
River etc. xv
Queanbeyan Canberra Advocate 23 April 1925: Car and sulky collide – accident near the 4 mile (Molonglo). The
car driver was Mrs Erikson of The Gap (Westake). She was on her way to Queanbeyan. In the car with her was her
small son. Mrs Erikson was the Mess Caterer at the Tradesmen’s Mess.
Queanbeyan Canberra Advocate 30th April 1925 – Coroner’s inquest into the death of a child, John William
Convine. He was the 2 year old son of William Isaac Convine. The child died following an accidental fall into a tub
of near boiling water put on the floor in readiness for the men of the Tradesmen’s Mess at Molonglo to wash their
dishes. The Convine family later moved to Westlake.
1926 Westlake boys break into explosive storage hill near cow bail (Stirling Ridge)
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Handwritten on this letter: Mr C Patrick, Foreman Painter c/o Howie & Son; Mr J Arbuckle Cottage 34 Westlake;
Mr PG Meyers Cottage 26 Westlake; Mr J Makin Cottage No 7 (sic 47) Westlake; Mr A Leach 20 Cottage Westlake; J
McKissock Cottage 4 Westlake.
1927 – Mr Gates of 29 Westlake applied to hold divine service at White City Camp. TW White of Westlake referred
to Vice Regal Band and sub-branch of Returned Soldiers League formed at Westlake. Vic Samuel was elected Hon
Secretary. Plans also made for a new hall and the site of the tennis court was in the process of being excavated –
hard work. The children’s playground destroyed by vandals.
The Canberra Times 27 November 1927: Dangerous driving charge Uriarra Road – Kenneth McCarthy of Westlake
charged.
Social Service documents – Social Service Reports – Second Annual Report 1926-1927xvi
WESTLAKE One of the liveliest units in the organisation of the Association the Westlake Branch has participated
keenly on matters pertaining to the social welfare of the residents of the locality known as the “Gap”. The
construction of the children‟s playground in the Post Office Reserve and a tennis court adjacent to the hall are
testimony to a statement contained in the preceding paragraph.
It is to be much regretted, however, that vandalism has taken place at the children‟s playground by outsiders,
which deplorable conduct militates very seriously against efforts of residents in providing healthy recreation for
their children.
The dilapidated state of the Westlake Hall has impaired the efforts of the Branch Committee in conducting an
efficient programme of social entertainment, but with the provision of a lavatory accommodation and the
adjustment of a number of minor details, the position is not quite so acute as it was hitherto…
In Mr Les Dwyer, the Westlake Branch was fortunate in possessing one of the most energetic Branch Secretaries in
the Association, and Mr S Champ, as Chairman of the Branch and delegate to the Councils of your Association and
the Community Library, is untiring in his zeal for the progress of the Branch…
Mr Jacob Tootell of Westlake was the representative for the Canberra Cycling Club.
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Canberra Times 27 December 1928: Children’s Christmas Party at Westlake – 120 children
attended.
Canberra Times January 1929: Meeting at Westlake, Mr Brill in the Chair – Dr Watson guest speaker
– he wanted full franchise for the people of the FCT.
Canberra Times 9 January 1929: Co-operation between churches – services held at Westridge and
Westlake.
Canberra Times 3 March 1929:Westlake Tennis Club Dance to be held in the Westlake Hall.
Canberra Times 8 March 1929: Dance held in the Westlake Hall – Jazz music – novelty dances.
Gents 2/- and Ladies 1/6d entrance. [2/- = 20c; 1/6d = 15c – good wages around $10 pw]
Canberra Times 9 March 1929: George Dixon and Jules de Smet – straying stock. C Patrick, A
Knight, Charles Wellington and others charged with trespass on Commonwealth lands (either illegal
fishing or pinching fruit from Nursery – these families lived at Howies Cottages)
Canberra Times 4 March 1929: Moris James Gallagher of Westlake (Howies) involved in accident
with Mabel Langford Maplestone.

OTHER GENERAL INFORMATION: I have used the word paid in reference to the person who has/had the rights to
the grave referred to in the burials. This word is not accurate but is used for convenience.
Mrs Thelma Kelly of 15 Westlake paid for the grave in the RC Section of Woden Cemetery for Arthur Austin Kelly
who died on 30 July 1940 aged 48 years.
During 1942 the tenants, Arthur & Dorothy Maxwell of 56 Westlake were in Sydney where Arthur Maxwell was
transferred to work in a factory during the war. The house was subleased to a family by the name of May. Their
baby daughter accidentally drowned in the bath. She was a few months old and her grave was paid by her father
(in the AIF), Albert Henry May.
Arthur Godley of 23 Westlake paid for the grave of Lydia Ann Godley who died on 17 September 1945 aged 73. She
is buried in the Anglican Section of Woden Cemetery. Arthur's daughter was married to a man with the surname of
Poulter. This family also lived at 23 Westlake. Arthur Godley has a tombstone above his grave in Woden
Cemetery. It provides the following information - He died on 1 July 1958 aged 57 years.
Kevin John Bishop of 29 Westlake paid for the grave in the Anglican Section of Woden Cemetery of Baby Bishop
who was stillborn on 12 October, 1947.
The Summerfield family moved into 2 Westlake in the 1940s. Mary Myrtle Summerfield paid for the grave of her
husband James who died on 5 July 1954 aged 65. He is buried in the RC Section of Woden Cemetery.
WESTLAKE STORIES - PEOPLE NOT ON THE WESTLAKE ELECTORAL ROLLS IN THIS BOOK
ARBUCKLE: First tenant of 34 was Arbuckle. This family ran a store from their home and also had a shop in No 1
Labourers Camp. John Arbuckle established the first hairdressing businesses in the ACT in 1925. One daughter,
Elizabeth married Charles Chandler. Their story is told in Past Images, Present Voices by Val Emerton. Elizabeth
aged 17 in 1927 opened tea rooms in Giles Street in Kingston. Her husband Charles Chandler came to Canberra to
work as a Printer at the Government Printing Office. Charles and Elizabeth founded Chandler's Jewellery Shop.
They later expanded and in 1994 the business was closed.

BONDARENKO
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Above left, Vladimir Bondareko on his tree at the rear of 22 Westlake. This tree was at the rear of 22 Westlake,
and was also known as Stan Brill’s tree. Right is an April 2007 photograph taken from Stirling Park near the corner
of Empire Circuit and Forster Crescent. The gum tree in the background on the left is the same tree shown in the
earlier photograph. Vlad died on Thursday 6 August 1998. He was in his early 50s. His ashes were spread near the
tree that has become a memorial to him. The ashes of two other Westlake people were spread near their homes
and on the ridge the ashes of a man who loved the land had been spread.
WESTLAKE. 1954 - 1961. By Vladimir Bondarenko – November 1997. My story of Westlake began in April 1954, a
memorable month and year in Canberra, because the Petrov Affair was making all the headlines, and the severe
frosts were early, but for me it was equally as important, because it was also the same month and year that
marked our arrival at “Number 23 Westlake”. We were among the last of the W.W.2. Eastern European Displaced
Persons, or D.P.s, as we were known then, to be settled there and we found that almost 25% of the inhabitants of
Westlake were, also “New Australians”. Our new home sat on 6 x 6, concrete piers, a dark green painted
weatherboard cottage. Internally, the ceilings and walls were also made of weatherboard and painted with a high
gloss finish, in a predominantly creamy/beige colour, the newspaper sheets were laid out under the lino, which
covered the huon pine floorboards. A tin corrugated roof and a high hedge at the front, completed the picture of
our home, and it was typical of the 57 or so other homes in Westlake. The suburb, or settlement of Westlake, was
situated behind the American Embassy. The only sealed bitumen road into Westlake began from State Circle and
then went along Perth Avenue, up and over a crest and then dipped down into a hollow that was naturally formed
between two hills, east and west. This incidentally, was to give Westlake it‟s nick-name of “Snatch-Holla”. The
road wound its way past every house in Westlake and loosely scribed a figure „8‟, as the entry and exit points,
were one and the same road, all-be-it with a few side tracks and short cuts located at strategic spots around
Westlake…
On my first morning in Westlake, I woke up to a very still, frosty morning. I could hear dogs barking everywhere,
roosters crowing here and there and I noticed that the hills around us were busy with the morning sounds of birds
warbling, calling or singing, this was something I hadn‟t been used to. I didn‟t know that we had so many
varieties of birds in Australia, but it all seemed to fit in with my new environment. The first things that I could
remember my parents commenting on, that the house a relatively straightforward design, simple and effective,
as was the layout of the various rooms and the basic but functional utilities. The heating was via two fireplaces,
an open one in the lounge room and the other in the kitchen. The kitchen fireplace consisted of a wood burning
„Canberra‟ brand cast iron stove, with removable top plate rings to control the degree of heat required to cook
the meals. This same kind of technology furnished the bathroom\laundry area, a chip burning boiler, was the
heart of the laundry area, along with two cold water taps and a concrete clad double water bowl. The water was
heated in a removable copper bowl, which in turn was part of a cylinder made of heavy gauge steel and was
reminiscent of an 44gallon drum, both in height and diameter.[copper]
Water was added to it by either a hose attached to the nearby taps or by using largish saucepans, equally, the
saucepans were used to transfer hot water to the washing machine, if need be. The chip heater was located at
the base and this was quite adequate to heat up any water inside the copper bowl, which had a capacity of about
8 gallons and was used as much to supplement the electric hot water heaters meager capacity of 2 gallons. The
cast iron enamelled bath tub stood on four legs and was excellent for soaking dirty clothing and nappies
overnight, as well as for having a bath in. With the size of our family, the chip heater was constantly in use and
was mandatory in providing enough hot water for the bath tub.
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In the winter we loved to have our baths in the laundry\bath room because it was always warm from that chip
heater. The toilet was a problem because of the need to go outside the house to go to the toilet. After some cold
months in the house it was decided to cut out an entry through the laundry wall to the toilet by removing one of
the ripple corrugated iron sheets from the wall and the result was perfect! Dad had made up a curtain divider
and placed a bolt and lock on the laundry door and this ensured privacy, whenever the toilet was in use, equally,
when the bath or laundry was in use, it was a long wait to use the toilet. When this was the case, especially at
night, my brothers and I developed a new interest, this was called Stargazing, while simultaneously relieving
ourselves against the side fence…
I had mentioned earlier, that my first day was a memorable one, now it was going to be more so, because on that
day and the rest of the week that followed, I had met first two of the local „toughs‟, Ray and Laurie, and had
been introduced to a ritual known as, fight first-wrestle on the ground-then sit down and introduce yourself! In
that order!. This meeting started at “Menzies Dump” [earth dump from sewer between 28 and 53 Westlake] and
finished under the lamp post at “Sykes Corner”29 Westlake]. I had now, „met‟ Ray and Bill Johnston, Laurie and
Lance McCauley, on that first day and in the week that followed, I had met the rest of the Westlake boys. Freddie
and Ronnie McCauley (distant cousins of Laurie and Lance), Eddie and Reggie Jackson, Tommy Wilder, Johnny
Gregory, Lawrence and Trevor Haines, Ian Campbell, Peter Strudwicke, Brian Carn, Leslie Menzies, Tommy
Maxwell, (who was deaf and dumb), Eugene Lewkowicz, Gary and Phillip Purtell, Alex Jesaulenko, Brian Burke,
Johnny Walters. I in turn, introduced my younger brother Peter to the boys, but when I told them my name,
which is, “Vladimir” or “Vovka”, they would simply screw up their faces and would ask again, what? It took a
little while to get used to each other‟s nuances but in the end it was a case of realising that we were all in the
same boat, that is, we were from largish families, our folks relatively poor, and that no one was more special or
gifted than the other, all of us were equal. Right down to the holes in our strides and bare feet! Also, every one
of us was referred to by a nick-name and this was so often used that we sometimes didn‟t know who we were
referring to in a conversation, unless the further identifying nick-name was used. These nick-names are too
descriptive to use openly…
Vlad’s sister, Tamara also wrote a family story.xvii An excerpt follows: My name is Tamara Reid (nee Bondarenko).
I am the third eldest in my family. There were ten children, Vladimir, Valentine, myself, Peter, Lub, Olga,
Nadia, Alex, Boris and Tony. Five girls and five boys, Dad was always proud of this…
Mr & Mrs Harrison, and English family, lived at Sykes‟ corner in one of his houses. Kathleen and I were friends for
awhile. I loved to go down and help with the ironing and washing up dishes as I was treated very well and
sometimes was given a treat – a sweet for my efforts… Our neighbour, Mr & Mrs Purtell, owned a telephone and
were kind and helpful in calling the doctor or the ambulance when Mum needed it. This was a tremendous help
as Mum had great difficulty in speaking English. Somehow between conversing with Doctors and working as a
housemaid at Bruce Hall and the Austrian Embassy (Mum could speak German), her vocabulary slowly increased as
time went by…
BRANCH:
Harry Branch took up residency of 3 Westlake 22 July 1925.
St John’s Churchyard Canberra Jean Salisbury – BRANCH, Harrie Hamilton MCGuffie. The son of James and Margaret
Branch, Harrie Hamilton McGuffie Branch was married to Lillian Cooper, and they became the parents of one
daughter. A carpenter, Harrie was living at 3 Westlake when he was accidentally killed at the age of 39 years. He
was seated in a motor car which collided with a sulky near the Mill Creek Bridge (now Jerrabomberra Creek),
Canberra on 5 February 1927…
Canberra Community News recorded a dance and social held under the auspices of Lodge Star of Canberra 10743
GUOOF Westlake at Acton Hall on March 12 for the benefit of the widow and daughter of the late Harry H Branch
who was a member of the above lodge and who unfortunately came to an untimely end, passing to the great
beyond on Feb 5th through a pony becoming restive just as the car in which the deceased was being conveyed to
the territory was passing; the pony swerved towards the car and a shaft of the sulky penetrated the deceased‟s
neck…
From a brotherly standpoint it was good to note that there was more than enough talent present to render the
various musical items, so by arrangement the services of some of them was not called upon. The following were
represented: Canberra City Orchestra; The Vice Regal Band; Arbuckle‟s Orchestra; and several members of the
Philharmonic Society. All supplying their services gratis.
Bros Victor Samuels Social Service Secretary assisted by Bros JG Porter, WHP Williams Jr, E Corey, W Goss, F
McNamara and Sisters S Corey and C McKissock as members of the GUOOF Committee rendered excellent service.
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A case of apples was kindly donated by a friend being sold and returned three times realizing the sum of 3 pounds
16 shillings. Bro Hyland proved himself to be a very capable Dutch Auctioneer and was highly praised.
The MC for the evening was Bro V Samuels who filled the position admirably and Bros Hyland and Jaggar proved
themselves very worthy and capable assistants. All Lodges of the GUOOF on the Territory were well represented
viz Canberra, Westridge and Westlake also a number of members from Lodge Perseverance Queanbeyan. It is
pleasing to note that the well known firm of JB Young‟s kindly donated the tickets…
BRIEN by Roma Banks nee Brien: Family: Father: Ray F born 1920 at West Wylong; Mother: Teresa „Topsy‟ born
4.11.1921 at Sydney and died aged 39 years. Children: Ray born 1941 Sydney- Tadpole & Bub: Helen born 1943
Sydney- Babe [died 2010]; Colleen born 1944 Sydney died as an infant; Noelene born 1946 Sydney- Podgy; Roma
born 1948 Sydney- Parrot or Frizzy Liz; Vincent Michael (Mick) born 1950 Goulburn- Micky Dripping; Twins, Denis &
Danny born Goulburn 1951. Denis died aged one hour. Danny – Kike; Colin born Canberra (Westlake) 1952; Alan
born Canberra (Westlake) 1953;Wayne born Canberra (Westlake) 1958; Jacqueline born 1959 deceased infant.
Topsy‟s second husband was Fred Byrne of 41 Westlake. Their daughter Karen was born in 1961 after the family
had moved to O‟Connor.
At the front of 48 Westlake we had a big gum tree which still stands there today. Most of my family remember
something about that old gum tree. I used to sit under that tree for hours. I used to have a hole dug in front of
the tree and had a little tin in which I put pennies and halfpennies in it to save them up and then give them to
Mum to help buy some food. The pennies I used to get off friends around Westlake for doing odd jobs. One job I
used to do was cleaning the old wood stoves. I would take a little bag around with Black Nugget Boot Polish and a
brush in an old bag. I cleaned each stove out and then brush the top with Boot Polish…

Above: Helen and Roma.
CORSINI: Tranquillo Corsini lived at 11 Westlake and later moved to Oaks Estate. On 4 April 1940 Nelly Beatrice
Corsini aged 2 years was accidentally killed when a truck backed over her. She is buried in the Anglican Section of
Woden Cemetery. Buried in the same grave in Woden Cemetery are Tranquillo buried 8 July 1970; Beatrice Mary
died 18 March 1978 and Herbert Luigi who died 17 November 1989.
FISHER: by daughter, Lorraine:
Following is a brief history of Jack and Maria Fisher who moved into 62 Westlake in August, 1939. They stayed
for about six months whilst a cottage was being prepared for them at Fyshwick (Pialligo). Jack was the eldest son
of Jack and Isabella (nee Gambell). His father was from Tharwa and mother from Sutton. Jack was born around
1898. He married Maria Ware of Collington. They had four children - Undine Mary Lorraine (known as Lorraine,
1924), Isabella (1926), Pauline Florence (1927) and John Patrick (1930)… Sally [Corey/Petty] was Jack‟s sister.
Around 1912 she married Ernie Corey who was one of the most highly decorated man in World War I. Later she
divorced Ernie and married Sid de Saxe (Petty) who died in Siam in World War 2 (see Corey section)
DREKOVIC: Came to Westlake around 1953/1954. Mr Drekovic - Bozo (Bob) came to Australia from Bosnia ahead
of his wife, Savica (Sally) and daughter, Jennie (born 1946). He lived at Capital Hill Hostel and it was Mrs Berry
(Mess Caterer) who assisted him in bringing out his wife and child. During the next few years the family grew
with the births at the Canberra Hospital of Yvonne (1951), Michael (1953) and Maria (1954). Around 1960 the
family was moved to O‟Connor and the cottage sold and removed from Westlake…
GREGORY: Moved in 56 Westlake following the departure of Maxwell’s. They had a family of three girls - Helen,
Frances & Litia [spelling unknown] - and two boys - John and Ronny. The two boys died in a car accident.
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GUGLER: Florian was born on 7 September, 1934 in a small village in Austria. He died on the 1 March, 1989 in his
home in Canberra… He sailed for Australia on the Skaubryn in 1955 and upon arrival like many of the newcomers
was sent to Bonegilla. Around 1956 he was moved to the Canberra area to work in his chosen trade of bricklayer.
He lived for a time with a family in Queanbeyan and then the Kent Hotel before moving to Capital Hill Hostel.
Although Florian learnt to ski around the same time he learnt to walk he did not bring his skis to Australia. He
didn‟t think there was any snow here. When he found that Australia has some very good snow fields he joined the
YMCA Club and during the winter months along with friends such as Hans Rapush, Helmut Frei, Franz Aigner and
Ludwig Limbeck went skiing. During his skiing years Florian did enter some races and for a time was ACT Downhill
and Slalom Champion. He wasn‟t keen on racing and was reluctant to enter races. He preferred to ski for the
fun of it. In 1956 or 57 I met Florian… We married on 20 December, 1958 at St John the Baptist Church at Reid…
and have two children, Robina and Brett.

Left - Florian Gugler sitting on grass in the backyard of 27 Westlake. Right – Ann Gugler with Uncle Itch. The pole
holds up the washing line.
HEDRICH 46 WESTLAKE by Beverley Hedrich: Georg Hedrich‟s ancestors came from Germany and settled in
Romania in an area of land known as [translated into English] German Folks of Romania. The reason for their
departure from Germany was some kind of political uprising. Groups of people left their native land and settled
in other countries. They bought the land around them. They had no choice and were peasant farmers. Their only
cash income was from wine [which] they sold to Hungarians who passed through their country. The other
Romanians were gypsies or city dwellers…His father, Georg, decided to work away from home on trains - sending
home what money he could. Families were kept small as they had no more than what their ancestor‟s bought.
Georg, was born in Rode, Romania on January 1 1935 - an only child. In the second World War the Russians
invaded. They hid in cellars until it was clear that the Russians could no longer be kept at bay. His father came
to save them but they had already escaped. He was caught and sent to work in the Siberian salt mines and
allowed to return home when he had cancer. He was nursed by relatives who were not quite so lucky to escape.
Georg and his mother, Kathe (nee Kopes) escaped and were put on a train. People with babies were given cattle
trucks - others - open carriages. They never knew where they would sleep or when they would eat.
To Georg it was quite an adventure. The train kept just ahead of the fighting. This way they managed to see
most of Europe. There were long stops where they were housed and educated until their poor brains couldn‟t
cope. They ended up in Italy… As far as I can remember they left on the Fairsea on 9 June 1949 and landed in
Melbourne and were transported by trucks to the railway station and thence in the middle of the night to
Bonegilla. They were issued with ten damp army blankets. Later some people went to Cowra. Each was under
contract with the government for two years...
HEIKURINEN - Marianne Heikurinen 29 Westlake: My daughter Katja and I moved to 29 Westlake in early 1961.
Katja was six months old at the time. I had previously been living in Ainslie Hostel where we had come from
after staying at Bonegilla Emigration Camp. My parents were living in an adjacent flat, which was owned by Mr
Sykes. There was no water supplied to my flat – not even cold! My parent‟s flat had a sink and cold water tap.
As a result my mother cooked all the meals for us. Bath times for us were bad. I would carry water from the
laundry (one common laundry for three flats and a house) and heat it on my wood burning stove. In a baby bath I
washed Katja first and myself using the same water. That‟s when we decided to make a sauna in the garage. My
father and future husband built it in just a few evenings. The heating stones for the sauna were collected from
the Cotter River…”
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HOVI 29 Westlake: Number 29 Westlake had in its backyard three small flats built by George Sykes from bricks
which he collected, cleaned and reused. Each flat consisted of two small rooms, one for living and the other for
sleeping. The total size of each structure was around twenty feet by twelve. At least one of the flats had a cold
water tap. In the last years of Westlake Settlement No 29 became home to a number of Finnish families who
rented the three flats and part of the house. As one family moved out another moved in. One of these families
was Hovi who arrived in Melbourne aboard a cargo ship on 7 August, 1960. Although they paid their passage to
Canberra they like all New Australians stayed in segregated quarters on the ship (men and women in separate
areas) and upon arrival were transferred to Bonegilla. Shortly afterwards in 1961 they moved to the Capital of
Australia and No 29. They were somewhat amazed to find a small country town which was not compact, and
consisted of small clusters of houses and shops dotted over the landscape and joined by a few sealed roads and
tracks. The Hovi family moved into the house with the parents taking the front bedroom and the two sons the
back one. The living room was kept by George Sykes who used it as his bedroom when staying at the house. He
spent most of his time in his hut on Black Mountain near his woodyards - near the cycle path at the back of the
Football fields (AIS). In the flats were members of another Finnish family by the name of Jario. During the time
of the residence of the Finns No 29 was dubbed The Finnish Embassy.
The Hovi family consisted of Esko Jeremias Hovi (16.10.1911 - c1977), his wife, Tyyne Ester (1910-c1976) and two
sons, Hannu (born 18.9.1946) and Lauri (born 23.7.1951). The family decided to leave Finland for a warmer
climate. They had a choice of Canada or Australia - the latter won - it was warmer…
HUNT: Bruce Hunt of 31 Westlake paid for the graves in the Anglican Section of Woden Cemetery for Annie
Elizabeth Hunt of 22 Westlake who died on 3 April 1956 aged 59 and Robert Hamilton Hunt of the same address
who died on 20 April 1959 aged 69.
IVANOVICI by Angela Ivanovici: John (Nelu), Sylvia (nee Suteau) and baby Angela Ivanovici emigrated from an
Italian refugee camp in Sinegallia, Italy, to Australia in December 1950. For Mum (Mama) and Dad (Tata),
Australia was as far away as they could get from the post World War II disruptions in Romania, their home land.
Like many migrants before them, Melbourne was their first port of call. This was followed by a few months at
the refugee or immigrant camps at Bonegilla in Victoria, and Cowra, in New South Wales.
Life in Canberra began at the immigrant camp, located on the southern side of Capital Hill (called Capital Hill
Hostel). The family moved to 7 Westlake in March 1953. This was home until 1956, when we moved to
Narrabundah.
John and Sylvia had just turned 28 (7 October and 2 December respectively) when they arrived in Australia, and
Angela was 9 months old. John was a trained ship engineer. He built roads for two years after arriving - part of
the deal for the passage to Australia. When his apprenticeship was completed, he joined the motor mechanic‟s
crew at the then Department of Transport‟s maintenance pool near the power station at Kingston. Sylvia was a
trained dancer and singer, and performed in a variety concert at Bonegilla. She pursued a domestic career
thereafter…

37

JARIO 29 WESTLAKE by Monica Mulcahy: I emigrated to Australia in 1959, traveling on the Fairsky. My family
had already gone out to Australia the year before in 1958... When I arrived a year later, having come out by boat
on the Fairsky, Mum was surprised to learn that I had made the acquaintance of some Finnish families on board
ship...To cut a long story short, we [Monica and the young Finish lad she met on the boat] became engaged in
October, and were married by December 26, on Boxing Day. We lived in Burwood in a flat alongside a home and
were there for about the first two years. We then moved to Canberra to be near his family. Our first child,
Janette was born in June, 1962. When we came to Canberra initially we stayed with friends in Red Hill, sharing
their house, but then when his parents had finished building their house in Ainslie we moved into the little brick
dwelling behind No 29 Westlake, built by George Sykes. He had built a number of these little brick flats out of
old bricks and building materials, a bit rough, but the migrant families who occupied them were thankful of
having a cheap place to live, and a chance to get started in Canberra. Our daughter Janette had her first
birthday there and a few of the migrant family children were invited to share her birthday cake at Westlake.
Mr & Mrs Jario senior, that is to say Helmi (Mother) Marin/Ossie (Father) and sister Marianne and brother Markku
had lived in the brick flat at Westlake shortly after coming to Canberra. That is how we came to take over the
dwelling when they moved to their new home. We met George Sykes when he came over on his usual weekly visit
to collect rent from all the other migrant families who were on block 29 Westlake. He was a wiry shrewd but
kindly sort of chap and seemed to get along with all the migrant families quite well. In fact I had heard stories
of his generosity in helping folk out when they were in need of a bit of financial support or backing. He had once
lent one of the migrants some money to purchase a vehicle and they paid him back later on, so although the brick
dwellings were rough and ready, just two rooms to a flat, one being the kitchen, and no hot water at all, just an
old fuel stove to heat water and cook on, we were all grateful and stayed until we could manage to move on to
something better. Water pipes froze, the plumbing was not too well done, all pipes being exposed to the
outside, so winter was a hard time for all, and we had to make certain that the kettle was full and a bucket of
clean water ready for the next morning. The wiring and electrical arrangements were also a bit of a botchy job
and the dwellings had very uneven flooring being made up of all the old scraps of bricks, with some rough cement
poured over, so life was not easy, but we managed. There was only one toilet and laundry for communal use of
all the families and one had to not be in a hurry or had to find somewhere else to go! The Finns had made a
sauna in the back of the garage, and that was in frequent use for washing and bathing, and also came into serious
use when it was time to smoke the pork for Christmas celebrations…
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Left: Members of one of the Finnish families of 29 Westlake 1950s standing on the road outside 29 Westlake and
right is a photograph of the same area taken April 2007. Note the big gum centre right. It is clearly seen in both
photographs.
JESAULENKO: Lived in 6 Westlake for a number of years before moving to Yarralumla. One son, Alex, became a
famous footballer. Brian Bourke who lived nearby also became a famous footballer.
KUZEK: Came from the Ukraine and for a time the family lived at Capitol Hill Camp before moving to Westlake.
LAW 23 Westlake by son Charlie – edited by Janet Newman: Robert Law, my father, married Esther Crow in
1892 at Strathbogie Victoria. Esther was a younger child of Alexander Crow and Eliza Frewin, who were both
born in Ireland… When Robert and Esther married they lived in Euroa, Wangaratta and Melbourne. During that
time they had ten children - four boys and six girls. When Evelyn, the tenth child was born in 1912 the family
moved to New South Wales, travelling by way of sulky and wagon, sleeping in a tent at night, with some of the
boys preferring a tarpaulin under the wagon…
He read an advertisement in The Sydney Morning Herald that tradesmen were wanted to built Parliament House
in Canberra and immediately travelled to Canberra and was employed on the spot. My father lived at the
Tradesmen‟s Mess, which was situated about two hundred metres from where the Canadian High Commission
[Lord Caseys – now Casey House] now stands, until he was allotted a house in Westlake and could make
arrangements for our family to move to Canberra.
Westlake was nestled between two small hills and was known as The Gap or Snatch Hollow, as rustlers used to
steal cattle and drive them between these two wooded hills across a ford of the Molonglo River to Black
Mountain, never to be seen again.
When the family moved to Canberra we left Sydney by train at about 10 pm and I will never forget the freezing
cold that greeted us when we stepped off the train at Queanbeyan at about 5 am on a July morning in 1924. It
must have been well below freezing point and we were not dressed for such cold conditions. There were five of
us, my sisters, May, Eileen and Evelyn, my brother Jack and myself. We were met by a man called Fred Brown,
who helped us load our ports into his tourer car. The trip to Westlake was intensely cold as the celluloid side
curtains failed to keep out the freezing weather. The ground was white with a heavy frost and it was the first
time I had seen one and thought it was snow. I was nine years old. The trip to the Tradesmen‟s Mess was
uneventful except for the cold. Here we were greeted by my father, Robert who helped us to a roaring fire in
the Mess and after a cup of tea we began to thaw out. It was Saturday morning and Dad was taking us to our new
house after breakfast. He had been allotted number 23.
It was about 9 am when we set out on the short walk to our new home. We walked along the slope of a hill Howie‟s Hill, and down the other side over a dry creek to a flat bit of ground and on the lower slope of another
hill was a row of timber houses. They all seemed the same - box like with a set of plain timber steps in the
centre leading up to a door. When Mum first saw them she was horrified and couldn‟t speak for sometime.
Eventually she went into the house, tutting and exclaiming all the time. It was a very small square wooden box
divided into four equally sized rooms - a lounge and kitchen on one side and leading off each was a bedroom.
There was no hallway. Out the back on the right was a laundry and bathroom combined and to reach the toilet
you had to walk outside past the laundry. A Bega Stove was set in a tin chimney jutting out from the kitchen. It
was very dark in this area and Mum couldn‟t see the top of the stove, so when we moved in Dad cut holes on each
side of the chimney and inserted glass…
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There was great excitement in our family when my sister May married Stan Hart on 31st December, 1925. She
was married at home in No 23 by a circuit minister. It may even have been the first marriage in a Westlake home.
Stan was a tiler and they met at one of the regular dances held in the Westlake Hall. Many a romance began
there. When my sister Eileen married Jack Luton the reception was held in the Westlake Hall and a group of
Westlake ladies made sandwiches, cakes etc…
My brother Les and his wife Kathleen also made Canberra their home in the mid twenties, living in No 48
Westlake. He worked on the construction of the Commonwealth Avenue road and later became an attendant at
Parliament House. This meant that seven of the surviving Law children came to live in Canberra and began their
lives in Westlake.
In 1927 Westlake was granted a semi-official post office, which my mother ran from our house. A verandah was
built right across the front of the house and a room enclosed at one end, with a door from the verandah. Mum
had access from the inside through our lounge room which had a door cut into it. She had the post office for
sometime and after that the Brills who lived next door took it on.
During the years my father worked at Parliament House he helped to assemble the beautiful Speakers Chair.
Some of the wood came from Nelson‟s Flagship. The arms contained places for snuff boxes, gavel and pens and
pencils. Every Sunday, for the several weeks he was working on the chair, we were assailed by the smell of
bullock hide glue being melted. It came in sheet form which was broken up and placed in the glue pot, which sat
in water in a larger pot and placed at the back of the stove. It was a shocking smell which even the neighbours
complained about but had to put up with until the job was finished. The assembly of the chair was a difficult and
painstaking job. Another major work my father took part in was the laying of the parquetry floor in the Kings
Hall…

Charlie Law’s photograph. The costumes were made by his mother and we won first prize. We were in 6th class.
Charlie identified the girls – Barbara Bossence, Gwen Pinner, Jean Miller, Laurel, Joan Joiner, Olive Marchant,
Florence Winterman.
LAYBUTT: Mervyn Laybutt, who was born in 1926 during the time the family lived at 11 Westlake wrote the
following: My father‟s name was Charles Augustus Laybutt and my mother was Vera Maud – maiden name Green.
She was born on 21 November 1903 and died 16 March 1975. Father was born 2 April 1900 and my parents
married on 15 March in the Congregational Church, Sydney Road, Manly. Father, Charles, worked as a plumber on
the building of the Hotel Canberra and possibly on the original Parliament House. Also living with them at
Westlake was Vera‟s youngest sister, May Ida Green, who attended Telopea Park in 1925…Her boyfriend was Joey
McFarland and he was nine and lived next door with his sister, Mary McFarland. They used to play Jacks with
sheep knuckle bones. When war broke out Joey joined the RAAF- became a pilot and was awarded the DFC. He
was shot down and killed. The family moved into 11 Westlake 14 February 1925
LEWCOWITZ : Lived at 29 and 34 Westlake. They were the last to live in Number 34 which was to be sold.
However a fire caused damage to the cottage and it was withdrawn from the market.
McCULLOUGH of 8 Westlake by Marg Styles.
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The photograph shows my grandparents, William and Catherine McCullough and their three children, Mary,
William and Joseph. (1927).William senior was born in Belfast, Ireland in 1886/7 and came to Australia with the
Royal Navy in early 1900s…Catherine was the fourth child of Michael Connelly and Margaret Connelly (nee Haley)
and was born on 4th February 1886 at Harbor Street Sydney...
William Snr and Catherine were married on 29th (?) May 1914 at Marrickville, Sydney. Their eldest child Mary
Ellen was born on 11th July, 1915 and she is my mother. William Sn came to Canberra to work as a carpenter on
the construction of the original Parliament House probably in 1915 [work on Parliament House commenced August
1923] and he lived in a camp called Russell [Russell Hill Settlement]. His family remained in Sydney until 1923
when he obtained accommodation for them. William Snr also worked at some time on the construction of
Commonwealth Avenue and after this became a carpenter at the Brickworks, a position he held until he was
approximately 72 years old. I vividly recall him riding his bike from Griffith in the later years to and from work.
He owned and built a house in Kingston which was next to the present Petrol Station [Brodie’s Garage?] and was
subsequently owned by Paddy Pola…The family moved into 8 Westlake 3rd March1925.
MACKENZIE 11 WESTLAKE: Colin MacKenzie arrived in Australia in 1921 from Scotland - the land of his birth. His
mode of travel was by Catalina - a flying boat. He was just nineteen years of age and paid his own way. In the
early 1930s he married Valerie Norris. She was the daughter of the owner of Bogolo Station (about one hundred
and twenty miles from Lake Cargellico) where he worked as a stationhand. Three children, were born to the
young couple during the time they lived on the property - Danny 1934 (deceased), Barbara 1936 and Ailsa 1938 - a
premature baby. The harsh conditions - in particular the heat and lack of medical facilities - threatened the
health of Ailsa with the result that the family packed up and came south to Canberra where Colin found work in
the police force.
Their first home in the district was at Queanbeyan in Federal Avenue and then to 11 Westlake where they
remained for the next four to five years. One of Ailsa‟s fond memories is meeting her father - Pop - at the top
of the hill and being allowed to ride her father‟s push bike down the hill to home…
The families remembered by Ailsa include the McKissocks, Rawson, Scotts and Mrs Haines… Colin MacKenzie like
many of the Scots of Canberra joined the Burns Club and played in the Highland Society Band. At the time of his
death he had risen to the position of Drum Major and was also the third highest Mason in Canberra…
MALYSZKO by Viktor Malyszko: My father, Feliks Malyszko was born on 30 May, 1912 in Skryniki bei Grodno,
Poland to Mateusz and Anna Malyszko and my mother Ilse Erna Dora Harbers was born on 3 November, 1926 to
Max and Mariechen Harbers in Hamburg, Germany. My father became a prisoner of war on September 29, 1939
when his birthplace was destroyed at the beginning of World War II and he was captured and incarcerated in
Stalag IID.
My parents married in Hamburg Germany on 24 December 1947 and immediately set about organising their
immigration from Germany to Australia as displaced persons. On 2 November, 1948 in Bad Salzuflen, Germany
they received their temporary travel documents to travel to Australia. On 29 January 1949 they finally departed
Fallinghostel, Germany on the S S Protea bound for Sydney, Australia. Unknown to them, Ilse was in the early
stages of pregnancy. During their two-month long journey, Fred and Ilse were kept separate. It was common
practice in those days to isolate the women and children from the men. Their journey ended on 25 March 1949
when they arrived in Sydney, Australia and were transported to a Reception and Training Camp in Bathurst NSW.
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Feliks left the camp on 11 July 1949 and travelled to Canberra to find employment and a home for his new
family. As Ilse was six months pregnant with their first child when Feliks left he needed to find a home quickly.
Ilse gave birth to Irena in Bathurst Hospital on 12 October, 1949. On his arrival in Canberra, Feliks lived at the
Fairbairn Hostel until September 1950. Ilse and two month old Irena joined him on 17 December 1949. They
moved from Fairbairn Hostel to 4 La Perouse Street Griffith, ACT for a three-month period before moving to 29
Westlake Canberra where they lived until 11 June, 1952… By the end of 1955 Feliks and Ilse had four children
under the age of six: Irena was born on 12 October, 1949; Jurek was born on 8 February 1952; Helena was born on
12 November 1953; Viktor was born on 8 December 1955…
MURPHY 27 Westlake by daughter, Fay Hodgetts: My parents, Iris and Fred Murphy lived at Westlake in 1940-41
at No 27. They were married in St Gregory‟s Queanbeyan in 1935 and my sister, Stella, was born in 1936… In 1940
they moved to Westlake and stayed there about 18 months. My father‟s sister and her husband, Ruby and Tom
Rawlings and their two sons, Eric and John, moved there in 1941 and lived at No 28…
MUZYKA: Roman and Anna lived somewhere near the top of the hill. They came from the Ukraine and have two
children, Olga and Luba.
O’NEILL – by Adrie Callan (nee O’Neill): My father Joe O‟Neill and his brother Leo, who were experienced
miners, came to Canberra in 1913 to work on the Cotter Dam and Tunnel. Nearly seventy five years later Work
Supervisor, Eric Lowes, who had been involved in the inspection of the tunnel, told me he had seen their names
on the tunnel wall. My Dad next worked on the Main Outfall Tunnel and lost the sight in his left eye in an
accident at the vent at Western Creek. He was rushed to the Doctor at RMC Duntroon for emergency treatment
and then the Queanbeyan Hospital and was later taken to an eye specialist in Sydney. Nothing could be done to
restore sight in that eye.
My father was later employed as a bridge carpenter, a labourer at the Power House and also as a Ganger on the
roads. When Canberra‟s only two drainers gave notice they intended to return home to New Zealand, my Dad,
Harry Armstrong and Arthur Staples were asked if they would undertake that work. They did and continued in
that trade for the rest of their working lives.
My Uncle Leo was the first Union organiser in the FCT [Federal Capital Territory]. I have heard from several
people that once when a game of Two-up was in progress at the White City Camp [site of Canberra School of Art]
the police were spotted coming to raid the game. Leo quickly stepped into the middle of the ring and began to
address the men as their Union Representative and turned the gathering into a Union Meeting. My father was
also involved in Union activities and was appointed Chief Scrutineer of Union Ballots in the Southern Districts. On
one occasion he was warned of a plot to switch Ballot Boxes and taking no chances of this happening he arranged
to have them removed from the train, under police supervision, at Tarago and transported from there to Sydney
by car. The information he was given proved to be correct when empty Ballot Boxes were delivered from the
train to the Trades Hall.
Dad was Canberra‟s first bookmaker. He was registered with the Southern Districts Racing Association and was
licensed to operate at all its racecourses. He also operated at the Picnic Races at the old Tuggeranong
Racecourse and the Pony Races at Bredboe. He was also an unofficial off course SP bookie. Unlike most
bookmakers he didn‟t become well off. He was generally known as a soft touch and lent or gave away as much as
he earned…
PARKER by daughter, Betty Beggs: Jack Parker was born in England and came to Tasmania as a young man. Here
he met his wife, Isabella Helena James. She was born in Tasmania. Some of her ancestors arrived in Tasmania
from Denmark in the 1850s. This story is written Margaret Elizabeth (Betty) Beggs (nee Parker) who was born in
1934. She has a twin sister - Helen May. They along with a brother, Henry James (Jim born 1931) were born
following the family's departure from Westlake. John (Jack) Meadows Parker arrived in Canberra in 1927 and was
housed in Westlake. His wife and children - Ernest John (born 22 March 1924) and Constance Marie (born 1922)
arrived later. The family remained for about one year at Westlake before moving to Reid…
SMIJEWSKI by son Alex Shore: Juchim Smijewski was born on 13 October1905 in the Ukraine to Ivan and Luceria.
He was the oldest of seven boys and five girls. The family were peasant farmers. In 1930, during the Russian
Communist takeover of the Ukraine, the Father (Ivan) was taken away by the Communists and presumably
murdered. Mother (Luceria) died during the subsequent famine.
The farm was taken over by the Communists. The children were scattered. The youngest boys were sent to an
orphanage and Juchim was sent to Siberia at Oblaskomi on the Pecora River near the Arctic Circle for seven years.
There he was set to work cutting down heavily timbered forests. It was obviously very cold. The camp was
surrounded by marshes and the nearest town was one thousand kilometres away, making escape impossible.
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After seven years he stayed a little while living with the Eskimos. In 1937 he returned to the Ukraine and meets
Nina (nee Ketko) whom he marries. Nina from a previous marriage has two daughters, Tania and Olga. (Later Olga
drowns in a river). Alex is born 6 January 1938.
During the Second World War Germans occupy the Ukraine. Tania is conscripted by the Germans to work in a
German factory. In 1943 the Germans retreat and Juchim, Nina and Alex follow to join Tania in Germany. The trip
took eighteen months as they stayed in various Polish villages for three-four months at a time. They arrive in
Germany in 1945 at a work camp Reichenbach Fils. Juchim works as a bootmaker in a factory. Peter was born 24
September1946.
After Germany was defeated in the War the family was placed into the USA section with a choice of migrating to
Canada or Argentine. However, a person in the Immigration Office told us that if we wanted to wait a little
longer we could migrate to Australia. This we did and Juchim and Tania left Germany in early 1948 arriving in
Australia on 30.6.1948. They first go to Bonegilla and later arrive in Canberra where Juchim lives and works at
Pearce's Creek and later moves to the Riverside Hostel. Tania works and lives at Canberra Hospital.
Nina with Alex and Peter leave Germany in 1949 sailing from the Port of Naples via Port Said and Colombo on the
ship General Ballou. We arrive on 29 April1949 and also go to Bonegilla first. We meet up with Juchim and Tania
and in late 1949 Juchim and Nina with Alex and Peter move in to live with Mrs Robinson at 57 Westlake. We stay
there until 1951. In 1951 we move to 9 Francis Street, Yarralumla till 28 July.1953. During this time Tania meets
Joseph Korobka, a carpenter and they marry. They move into a house in Abbott Street, Yarralumla and later have
two daughters, Natalie and Julie. Tania and Joe still live there. Natalie is married and lives in Sydney. Julie is
married and lives in Wanniassa.
On 28 July 1953 we move into 9 Musgrave Street, Yarralumla. On 22 September 1954 Nina dies from a hemorrhage
in Canberra Hospital. She was highly regarded for her embroidery. We become Naturalised on 5 September1955.
Juchim works with Parks & Gardens Department for twenty-two years from 1948 until his retirement in 1970. A
very religious man, he leads a very simple lifestyle. In 1985 he suffers from a heart failure and has a pacemaker
implanted after which he moves in with Peter. On 26 October 1990 Juchim dies of heart failure… [Alex died a few
years after writing this article]

Above Alex and Peter outside their front yard at Westlake.
SOBIERAJSKI, Lena & Tadeauz: Lived at 29 Westlake before moving into No 40 Westlake (1951-1958).
STRYEHARSKY 29 Westlake: Stanislaw and Adela Stryeharsky arrived in Australia from Germany in 1950. With
them they had their two daughters, Halina (born 1948) and Danuta (born 1949). They transferred to a migrant
camp at Cowra and it was from this camp that Mr Stryeharsky travelled each week to work at the Hotel Civic returning home each weekend. Finally the family found accommodation in Canberra - in one of George Sykes‟
flats at 29 Westlake. Mrs Stryeharsky recalled that it was great to have a roof overhead and people being very
good to you. In 1954 or 1955 the family moved to 6 Hamilton Row in Yarralumla. Both girls attended St
Christopher‟s School.
TODD told by Wendy Adam: There were two Todd families that lived at Westlake. They were not related. This
story is about the first Todd family to live at Westlake. Robert David Todd (1875-1970) was born in Suffolk
England and married Katherine Hewison (1877-1972) in 1903. Their children are Norman Cyril (1907-1988)…He
married Emmy Erikson (lived at No 17)… [and] Doris Sylvia (1909-1990). Doris married Eric Allen...and had two
children born in New Zealand– Harold 1912-1984 and Rita 1914-1932. Rita had a hole in the heart and died young.
[Emmy was the daughter of Mrs Erikison, Mess Caterer Tradesmen’s Camp?]
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The family sailed from England on 19 July 1911 and travelled steerage to New Zealand…In New Zealand Robert
worked in the Rewanni Coal Mine near Runanga…When the coal mine closed the family decided to move to
Australia and arrived in Sydney on 22 May 1922. In 1924 they made the move to Canberra and moved into a
Westlake cottage [No 18]…. Robert worked as a plumber‟s labourer on Parliament House while his daughter took
in sewing…While living at Westlake Doris met her lifetime friend Annie Spithill (nee Moore) who cleaned silver at
the Hotel Canberra… The family left for Sydney in 1929 to live at Paddington. The Todds, Brinkmans, Eriksons
and Oakleys – all met at Westlake – remained firm friends and kept in contact throughout the years.
TOOTELL: Jacob Tootell of Westlake was keen cycler. Following is part of the story of the Canberra Cycle Club.
(This article by Ann Gugler was published by the National Trust ACT Branch) On 15 November, 1926 The Canberra
Cycling Club was formed. Six days later on Sunday 21 the club held its first race. It commenced at 2.30 pm
outside the Hotel Canberra and finished somewhere in the city area. With the exception of the short stretch of
concrete road in front of the hotel the surfaces over which the riders raced were the wooden planks of the
Commonwealth bridges and the gravel of the city streets. Jacob Tootell of Westlake was Hon Sec of the Outdoor
Committee, Social Service Association (1925 -1929) and the man responsible for the establishment of the club.
Very little is known about Jacob other than that he came to Canberra in the early post WW I years, lived at
Molonglo, then Westlake and left the district in 1929, presumably to follow the work trail. His trade was engine
driver and his sporting interest CYCLE RACING!
The Social Service Association under whose auspices the club was founded was the brain child of the First
Commissioner, John Butters. It replaced the numerous settlement and camp Progress Associations and brought the
affairs of welfare under the influence and control of a funded central body. Joe Honeysett was the secretary of
the Association. He coordinated the numerous elected committees (all male) which included Indoor Recreation,
Outdoor Recreation, Education, Library and Women’s & Children’s Welfare. The Association produced a monthly
magazine - The Canberra Community News (1925-1927) in which regular reports were published including the
activities of the Canberra Cycle Club. For example the report in the issue dated April 11, 1927 in part reads: The
club has put on most interesting road races during the past month, and have met with every success, and has
secured first place in the following events:- Highland Gathering, 2 Miles Open Handicap, 2 Miles Canberra Club
Race, the Mile Club Race, the 5 Miles Road Race on the 27th March. In the latter race Newton put up the record
time for the Club of 12 minutes 2 secs. The rider was also second in the 5 Miles Road Race, and third in the 5
Miles Senior Road Race held on the 3rd March...The energetic secretary of the Club, Mr J H Tootell, secured
second place in the 5 Mile Senior Road Race on the 13th March, and also occupied the same position in a similar
distance on 27th March... The Club is anxious to put on a carnival during the Royal visit and are making
application for a grass track at Manuka Oval, when it is hoped to have some of the leading riders from Sydney
here. The carnival if held, will be a twenty pound programme and a Championship sash for the Federal Territory.
Many new members are joining up now that this club is properly formed, and many good riders are amongst them.
It is very gratifying to the founders to see the interest which local business people are taking in the club...
The planned Carnival did not take place nor was a grass track constructed and one can but wonder if the powers
that be considered the sport important enough to warrant the expense of providing specialist facilities. Indeed
the fact that the first race took place on a Sunday tends to give some credence to this supposition. Sunday was
the day on which John Butters banned organised sport! His decision angered many committee members who were
supporters of the forbidden Sabbath sports - in particular football and cricket - with the result that John Butters
felt it necessary to defend his decision which was published in the December 11, 1925 issue of The Canberra
Community News. Part of this lengthy document reads as follows: I noticed that your committee [Outdoor
Recreation] passed a resolution at its last meeting to the following effect: „That this meeting protests against the
attitude adopted by the Commission with regard to Sunday sports as it seriously hampers the activities of this
Committee and mitigates against the objectives and principles of the welfare movement.’ Indicating also that Mr
Irons [Westlake] has resigned as a personal protest. I am quite certain that your Committee is under a
misapprehension about this matter...
TUCKER: Tucker family lived in Westlake in 1928 in cottage 25 or 26. They later moved to Causeway. The son of
the family that lived at Westlake was named Cecil who was about 18 in 1928. He was a friend of Cyril Todd.
TUSON by daughter, Ella Campbell: Harold William Tuson was born on 20 August, 1898 and died on 1
September, 1997. He and his wife, Margaret (nee Davies) travelled to Kowen (FCT) from Cootamundra in
October, 1926. Margaret with two daughters, Marie and Ella, travelled by train to Queanbeyan where they were
met by Harold who had arrived earlier having driven a horse and sulky from Cootamundra.
Harold was Forestry Overseer of the Kowen Forest for some years, planting the first pine there in 1928. A third
daughter, June, was born in the Private Hospital at Queanbeyan during the time the family lived at Kowen. After
some years at Kowen Harold was transferred to Pierces Creek as Forestry Overseer. Before moving to Pierces
Creek the family lived for a short time at Queanbeyan and then at 24 Westlake. We lived for approximately nine
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months at Westlake and during this time Harold travelled to Pierces Creek each Sunday night returning home
each Friday night. Just before the move Patricia was born and the only boy, Harold (always called John) was born
at Pierce‟s Creek… Margaret Tuson died in 1975 aged 72 years, Harold in 1997 aged 98 years, John died 1995 aged
62 years.
ZIGANIUK & WOLF by Hildegard Heidemanns: The Ziganiuk and Wolf families arrived in Westlake in 1952. The
members of the family (with age at arrival) are as follows: Father: Onisfor (43) died 1976; Mother: Eugenia
(Jenny) Ziganiuk (33); Children: Greta (14) died 1982, Hildegard (Hilda 8); Grandmother: Elizabeth Wolf (51)
died 1992.
Our family fled Romania in 1940 and arrived in Austria as refugees where we lived until our departure to
Australia in December, 1950. We departed from Bremerhafen, Germany December 1950 on board the ship Nellie.
During our trip, just past Malta, Dad became ill, the doctors thought he had appendicitis and the ship turned back
to Malta. Dad was taken to a hospital while the rest of us were put up at a hotel. We were there for a week and
when Dad got better we boarded the Italian liner, Florencia, and after six weeks at sea arrived in Sydney on
Australia Day, 26 January, 1951… We moved to Westlake in 1952, first to No 49, then to No 47 - Sally Drekovic and
family - where the five of us had two rooms and shared the kitchen before moving in 1954 to No 18 - a place of
our own!...
There was great jubilation when we moved into No 18 Westlake - at last a place of our own. I can still see Dad
working outside at night under the light of a hurricane lamp. He cleared the backyard, made steps towards a
large garden that Grandma looked after, and at the very back built a shed. We even had pigeons. Dad put in a
lawn in the front and lots of flowers. There was an apricot tree in the middle of the lawn and a fence all around
the yard… In December, 1959 we moved to Yarralumla and in 1960 I married Christian Heidemanns, the young
man I met in Westlake…
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