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Stirling Park, Yarralumla Zz former Westlake & Gura Bung Dhaura Hills
(Ngunawal - stony ground)
These timbered hills were part of the Ngunawal pathway from Black Mountain, Miee Gap
Capital Hill, Red Hill, Mugga to Tuggeranong. They @isave the almost treeless Canberra
(Kemberry & other spellings) Plains.

The area was chosen by the authorities in the 1920s to house construction workers building the
Provisional Parliament House, Administrative Buildings, Hotel Canberra and the mé&ncepting

sewer in the area. In 1925 the population of Westlake was around Z@Qlittle less than one fifth

of the population of the FCT. They lived in 52 small timber cottagethe Gaglater another ten
FRRSROT [/ 2y 0NF Ol 2 NJ W25 Kmyberlcattands 8. Qastel fathp (14 tibeshyits) 2
for his single men; No 3 Sewer Campline Gaf ¢ N} RSavYSyQa /I YL I yR b2
Capitol Hill was part of Westlake and this latter camp was on Capitol Hill. Hillside Hostel was built

on this sike in the post WW2 years. Capitol Hill Camp (192%52) was constructed on the Forrest

side of Capitol Hill and nearby in the Post WW2 period Capital Hill Hostel was built nearby.

ORANGE ARRO§\Gtirling Ridge; numerous scarred trees, stone arrangemeratong with the
endangered wildflower, ButtoriWrinklewort and trees numerous gums that range in years from
about 50 or 60 to around 500. A major fault line also runs through this section and mining
(probably for gold) took place around the 1860s. One bétthree remaining 1925 heritage listed
sewer vents is also on this ridge. In a line across the ridge on the Westlake Cottage side there
were a number of humpies erected probably for the married sewer workers.




WHITE ARROWArea of No 3 Sewer Camp (192925) and the last ten Westlake cottages
erected inThe Gagollowing the removal of the camp.

BLACK ARROY\General area of the Westlake CottagesThe Gag19241965) In TheGapin the
area of the proposed undeveloped road is the one remaining septic tank of the type used during
the construction period in the temporary and permanent suburbs prior to thenstruction of the
main intercepting sewer.

RED ARROWD Sy SNJ f | NXEobttagesi(1922D0/815 and Hostel Camp (192D27).

The cottages were arranged either side of an old road that is probably the one used by the men
OFNIAYy3 ad2yS FTNRBY (GKS vdzZ NNB o6y2¢ ! Glddzy3alr t 2
construction ofthe tower. It is mentioned by Moriaty as being in situ in 1890. The cottage sites

are still clearly discernable along with hedges etc. There are numerous dumps in this area along

with some scarred trees and numerous stone arrangements.

LIGHTBLUEARR@QW SY SNI f | NBIF 2 7F ( KS-19eNvhRBwaysepa@tad / I Y L]
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laundries etc were erected. This site has been partly documented. Archival documefes e

the site in some detail. Also on the hill are other areas with evidence of the camp that should be
examined prior to proposed development.

WHITE ARROWArea of the May 1927 Camp that housed the service men attending the
ceremonies of the openingfdParliament by the Duke of York.

BLUE ARROYGeneral site of No 1 Labourers Camp (19287) and later Hillside Hostel.

LIGHT PURPLE ARROQ®BEneral area of Capitol Hill Canfh925c1952)and later Capital Hill
Hostel.

THREE GREY ARROWS IN THE;ILARA&ttunga Point (old quarry), site of Briar Farm & Lotus Bay.
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The Gamnd eastern side of Stirling Park. The blue arrow bottom left points to 29 Westlake and
the area where one of the Westlake Plaques and photograph board lbeen erected. The light

blue arrow points to the general area of the second Westlake plague. The black arrow to the right
marks the quagmire area.

BLACK LINES THE GAIM the park and the embassy areas mark the general area of the Westlake
cottages.

RED LINE marks the general area of No 3 Sewer Camp.
YELLOWLINEY F NJ] GKS 3ISYySNIf FFNBIF 2F 126ASQa /2001 3

21 Le9 {11t9 . 9[ h?2 (Gedetal%@d of Hoktdl CamPwhgre the Burns Club
was founded in 1924

GREEN LINFmarks the general areaoktS ! 6f dziA 2y . f201a 2F GKS ¢ NJ

21 Le9 {11t9{ ¢h wLDI ¢ ¢ratks dgeretalsa@ds avi®eie Sidns df terdstetc
are found and numerous stone arrangements.

DARK BLUE LINE FAR RIGHTis area is being developed and has numerous stonamrgements
not fully examined.

ORANGE ARROW FAR RIGk€heral area of the May1927 camp
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WESTERN SIDE OF STIRLINGPARRLING RIDGH®E GAP

The dotted line on the ridge marks the general area of the top of the ridge. In this area are
numerous scarred trees & stone arrangements along with remains of sewer working (concrete
slabs & trench, coppiced trees and general rubbisfilie Deakin Faultlao passes through the
ridge and numerous button wrinklewort flowers grow on the ridge and in other parts of the park.

Thechromeyellow line (right) marks the general area of a road that led to the heritage listed
sewer vent (black arrow points to probablsite of the vent). The Yellow line that crosses the
dotted line marks the general areaoftit Sy OS F2NJ / 2NJ KAt f Qa yA3IKI
was on the left of the line and would have lea in use from around the 1920s until the farm was
resumed around the early 1960s.

RED LINE marks the general area of No 3 Sewer Camp-{182%5) andthe areawhere the last ten
Westlake Cottages were constructed in 1926. The small black arrow above this line marks the area
of the Westlake Hall, which was inilly the Mess Rooms of No 3 Sewer Camp.

LIGHTBLUEARR@WI2 Ay (ia (2 GKS NBYFIAYAYy3 aSLIAO (I v

BLACKARROWS 2 (G KS NAIKG YIFN] GKS -H98031)amdHostelZampS Q &
(1922M hH T 0 @ / 2y i NI O leNbtd Qaablerfa@rid otied hhildingizh Canbeira.

GREEN ARRO¥\points to the Southern Cross Yacht Club which is built on the site of BRIAR FARM
(the farmhouse was constructed in the 1860s and was demolished in the early 1950s).

THIN WHITE ARRQ¥Yoints to Attunga Pointg the old quarry.

THICK WHITE ARR@Woints to Lotus Bay
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Westlake Study Area

WESTLAKE 1920965

The name was probably given by Walter Burley Griffin and is land south of the Molonglo River in the area of the
proposed West Lake. It stretched from the westehalf of Capitol Hill over to and included the Brickworks area and
back from the Molonglo River south to Red Hill. In 1917 Walter Burley Griffin named the area of the Brickyards &
Nursery¢ West Ridge to ensure that it would not be confused with Yarnalia, the property. From this time the
Westlake western border began at Stirling Ridge.

In the 1920s the Gura Bung Dhaura hills (part of Westlake) became the home of men working on the construction of
1 268t /I yoaSNNI 061 2¢AS Q4 )AdministkRtiGebEiIdirg)s/(Eabt & WeshNBlotkss) YPFoyidional 2 dza S
Parliament House and infrastructure that included the main intercepting sewer and roads etc. The Westlake men lived
in

Fl 26ASQac2snibérk ah8 abedroomsg and recreational hall 192-1930/31

Fl 26ASQa |cA&tinBer huts 19¥21927

*Westlake temporary portable timber cottages ifthe Gap52 built 1924 & 192%- cottages were based on
| 26 A S04 @esigned by BM Robland. They were two bedroom cottages constructed from second gnagien
and unlined. They were connected to three septic tanks until the main intercepting sewer became available in 1927
whenthey wereconnected to the sewersystem? Sa Gt 1S [ f&2 KIFEIR I NBONBlFIGA2YI ¢
playground.

* No 3 Sewer Camp ifthe Gaf922-1925. The old mess was converted into the Westlake Hall following the
departure of this camp that consisted of around 50 tents (2 men to eéafit). Timber ablution blocks were also
provided.

F hfR ¢NJ RSaY-Z/QHheld beXvedn w0 and 150 men and the tents (each shared by two
men) had wooden floors and sides. It also had mess rooms and ablution blocks constructed of timber.

* No 1 Labourers Camp (on Capitol Hill, Westlake) that had a population between 100 and 150 plus the usual
mess building and ablution blocks. One of the dumps used by this camp is on Capital Hill under a walking path that leads
FNRY {ONAGSYSNRa tftly w22Y0®

Another Westlake Camp was on the area of Latrobe Park and nearby buildings. This was the area of the Westlake Horse
Camp and the Red Hill Mmlyte Company (private firm constructing concrete buildings).
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PHOTOGRAPHS

WALTER BURLEY GRIFFIN NAMED THIS LAND

WESTLAKE

E OF BRIAR FARM, THE HOSTEL,
. & TRADESMEN CAMPS &

E HOLLOW
. FOLLOW

TO THIS PL

ERECTED BY WESTLAKE CHILDREN I5. 3. 1998

WESTLAKE PLAQtJENe of two unveiled1l5 March 1998. This plaque is opposite the Mexican
9YOol aae ySIENI G KS O2NYSNI 2F 9YLIANB /ANDdAG |y
¢ 29 Westlake.
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Westlakeinformation provided by the Westlake Committee. The names are those of the pgeop
contemporary with the time when the Committee lived at Westlake. A fuller list is available on
web site¢ Hidden Canberrduttp://hiddencanberra.webs.com/



http://hiddencanberra.webs.com/

Abovec the plaque, information signs and the treplanted on 15March 1998 by the then oldest
Westlake menh G KSNJ aA3dya GKIG YIEN] aArAidsSa adzOK Fa wz2ylya
concrete slab of 55 Westlake, Hall & Mess of No 3 Sewer Camp are found throughout this section
of the park.




