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PREFACE

IN my fifth publication on the customs of the stone age
_men of Western New South Wales, I present Stone
Arrangements.

This term is used by me in connection with all stone
formations and works left by the Aborigines.

The ceremonial grounds have been a mystery to many
but from information collected by explorers and early
pioneers there is little doubt as to their use, C. P. Mount-
ford in recent years has also seen similar arrangements in
use in Central Australia for ceremonial purposes. The
mounds are different and one wonders why some of these
large mounds of stone were made as it must have meant
a lot of work. At the Koonawarra mounds the large stones
for several hundred yards around were cleared up.

Fish traps somewhat similar to those at Brewarrina
have been described by other writers. A. J. H. Goodwin (5)
described several along the coast of South Africa and S. E.
Stevens (10) one at Hinchenbrook Island off the Queens-
land coast. These stone fish traps have also been found along
the English coast, so the Australian Aborigine could not
have been far behind stone-age men in other parts of the
world.

Many of the stone arrangements in New South Wales
were found in the Barkingi territory though there are iso-
lated cases from other parts such as those described by the
late C. C. Towle (11). At an early date I hope to describe
widows’ caps, grave markers and the small implements used
in the Darling River territory.

LINDSAY BLACK
“Mokanger,” Leeton, N.S.W.
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