
 

Stirling Park, Yarralumla – former Westlake & Gura Bung Dhaura Hills  

(Ngunawal - stony ground) 

These timbered hills were part of the Ngunawal pathway from Black Mountain, via The Gap 

Capital Hill, Red Hill, Mugga to Tuggeranong.  They rose above the almost treeless Canberra 

(Kemberry & other spellings) Plains.   

The area was chosen by the authorities in the 1920s to house construction workers building the 

Provisional Parliament House, Administrative Buildings, Hotel Canberra and the main intercepting 

sewer in the area.  In 1925 the population of Westlake was around 700 – a little less than one fifth 

of the population of the FCT.  They lived in 52 small timber cottages in The Gap (later another ten 

added); Contractor John Howie’s Settlement of 25 timber cottages & hostel camp (18 timber huts) 

for his single men; No 3 Sewer Camp in The Gap; Tradesmen’s Camp and No 1 Labourers Camp.  

Capitol Hill was part of Westlake and this latter camp was on Capitol Hill. Hillside Hostel was built 

on this site in the post WW2 years.  Capitol Hill Camp (1925-c1952) was constructed on the Forrest 

side of Capitol Hill and nearby in the Post WW2 period Capital Hill Hostel was built nearby. 

ORANGE ARROW – Stirling Ridge – numerous scarred trees, stone arrangements along with the 

endangered wildflower, Button Wrinklewort and trees numerous gums that range in years from 

about 50 or 60 to around 500.  A major fault line also runs through this section and mining 

(probably for gold) took place around the 1860s.  One of the three remaining 1925 heritage listed 

sewer vents is also on this ridge.  In a line across the ridge on the Westlake Cottage side there 

were a number of humpies erected probably for the married sewer workers. 



WHITE ARROW – Area of No 3 Sewer Camp (1922-1925) and the last ten Westlake cottages 

erected in The Gap following the removal of the camp.   

BLACK ARROW – General area of the Westlake Cottages in The Gap (1924-1965). In The Gap in the 

area of the proposed undeveloped road is the one remaining septic tank of the type used during 

the construction period in the temporary and permanent suburbs prior to the construction of the 

main intercepting sewer. 

RED ARROW – General area of Howie’s Cottages (1922-1930/31) and Hostel Camp (1922-1927).  

The cottages were arranged either side of an old road that is probably the one used by the men 

carting stone from the Quarry (now Attunga Point) to St John’s Church (mid 1860s) for the 

construction of the tower.  It is mentioned by Moriaty as being in situ in 1890.  The cottage sites 

are still clearly discernable along with hedges etc. There are numerous dumps in this area along 

with some scarred trees and numerous stone arrangements. 

LIGHT BLUE ARROW – General area of the Tradesmen’s Camp (1924-1927) which was separated 

from Howie’s by the Quagmire.  Next to the Quagmire area is the land where the Ablution Blocks – 

laundries etc were erected.  This site has been partly documented.  Archival documents refer to 

the site in some detail.  Also on the hill are other areas with evidence of the camp that should be 

examined prior to proposed development. 

WHITE ARROW – Area of the May 1927 Camp that housed the service men attending the 

ceremonies of the opening of Parliament by the Duke of York. 

BLUE ARROW – General site of No 1 Labourers Camp (1923-1927) and later Hillside Hostel. 

LIGHT PURPLE ARROW – General area of Capitol Hill Camp (1925-c1952) and later Capital Hill 

Hostel. 

THREE GREY ARROWS IN THE LAKE – L-R Attunga Point (old quarry), site of Briar Farm & Lotus Bay. 

 

 



 

The Gap and eastern side of Stirling Park.  The blue arrow bottom left points to 29 Westlake and 

the area where one of the Westlake Plaques and photograph board has been erected.  The light 

blue arrow points to the general area of the second Westlake plaque.  The black arrow to the right 

marks the quagmire area. 

BLACK LINES IN THE GAP in the park and the embassy areas mark the general area of the Westlake 

cottages. 

RED LINE – marks the general area of No 3 Sewer Camp. 

YELLOW LINES – mark the general area of Howie’s Cottages 

WHITE SHAPE BELOW HOWIE’S COTTAGES – General area of Hostel Camp where the Burns Club 

was founded in 1924 

GREEN LINE – marks the general area of the Ablution Blocks of the Tradesmen’s Camp 

WHITE SHAPES TO RIGHT OF TRADESMEN’S CAMP – marks general areas where signs of tents etc 

are found and numerous stone arrangements. 

DARK BLUE LINE FAR RIGHT – This area is being developed and has numerous stone arrangements 

not fully examined. 

ORANGE ARROW FAR RIGHT –general area of the May1927 camp 



 

WESTERN SIDE OF STIRLING PARK – STIRLING RIDGE & THE GAP 

The dotted line on the ridge marks the general area of the top of the ridge.  In this area are 

numerous scarred trees & stone arrangements along with remains of sewer working (concrete 

slabs & trench, coppiced trees and general rubbish). The Deakin Fault also passes through the 

ridge and numerous button wrinklewort flowers grow on the ridge and in other parts of the park. 

The chrome yellow line (right) marks the general area of a road that led to the heritage listed 

sewer vent (black arrow points to probable site of the vent).  The Yellow line that crosses the 

dotted line marks the general area of the fence for Corkhill’s night paddock for cows.  The paddock 

was on the left of the line and would have been in use from around the 1920s until the farm was 

resumed around the early 1960s. 

RED LINE marks the general area of No 3 Sewer Camp (1922-1925) and the area where the last ten 

Westlake Cottages were constructed in 1926.  The small black arrow above this line marks the area 

of the Westlake Hall, which was initially the Mess Rooms of No 3 Sewer Camp. 

LIGHT BLUE ARROW – points to the remaining septic tank near Haines’ Creek and 

BLACK ARROWS – to the right mark the area of Howie’s Cottages (1922-1930/31) and Hostel Camp 

(1922-1927).  Contractor Howie’s men built the Hotel Canberra and other buildings in Canberra. 

GREEN ARROW – points to the Southern Cross Yacht Club which is built on the site of BRIAR FARM 

(the farmhouse was constructed in the 1860s and was demolished in the early 1950s). 

THIN WHITE ARROW – points to Attunga Point – the old quarry. 

THICK WHITE ARROW – points to Lotus Bay 



WESTLAKE 1920s-1965 

The name was probably given by Walter Burley Griffin and is land south of the Molonglo River in the area of the 

proposed West Lake.  It stretched from the western half of Capitol Hill over to and included the Brickworks area and 

back from the Molonglo River south to Red Hill.  In 1917 Walter Burley Griffin named the area of the Brickyards & 

Nursery – West Ridge to ensure that it would not be confused with Yarralumla, the property.  From this time the 

Westlake western border began at Stirling Ridge. 

 

In the 1920s the Gura Bung Dhaura hills (part of Westlake) became the home of men working on the construction of 

Hotel Canberra (Howie’s); Provisional Parliament House, Administrative buildings (East & West Blocks), Provisional 

Parliament House and infrastructure that included the main intercepting sewer and roads etc.  The Westlake men lived 

in  

 *Howie’s Cottages – 25 timber 2 and 3 bedrooms – and recreational hall 1922-1930/31 

 *Howie’s Hostel Camp – 18 timber huts 1922-1927 

 *Westlake temporary portable timber cottages in The Gap (52 built 1924 & 1926) - cottages were based on 

Howie’s cottages & designed by HM Rolland.  They were two bedroom cottages constructed from second grade origan 

and unlined.  They were connected to three septic tanks until the main intercepting sewer became available in 1927 

when they were connected to the sewer system.  Westlake also had a recreational hall, tennis court and children’s 

playground. 

 * No 3 Sewer Camp in The Gap1922-1925.  The old mess was converted into the Westlake Hall following the 

departure of this camp that consisted of around 50 tents (2 men to each tent). Timber ablution blocks were also 

provided. 

 * Old Tradesmen’s Camp 1924-1927.  It held between 100 and 150 men and the tents (each shared by two 

men) had wooden floors and sides.  It also had mess rooms and ablution blocks constructed of timber. 

 * No 1 Labourers Camp (on Capitol Hill, Westlake) that had a population between 100 and 150 plus the usual 

mess building and ablution blocks.  One of the dumps used by this camp is on Capital Hill under a walking path that leads 

from Scrivener’s Plan Room. 

 

Another Westlake Camp was on the area of Latrobe Park and nearby buildings.  This was the area of the Westlake Horse 

Camp and the Red Hill Monolyte Company (private firm constructing concrete buildings). 

 



PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

WESTLAKE PLAQUE – one of two unveiled 15 March 1998.  This plaque is opposite the Mexican 

Embassy near t he corner of Empire Circuit and Forster Crescent on the site of George Sykes’ home 

– 29 Westlake. 



 

Westlake information provided by the Westlake Committee. The names are those of the people 

contemporary with the time when the Committee lived at Westlake. A fuller list is available on 

web site – Hidden Canberra http://hiddencanberra.webs.com/  

http://hiddencanberra.webs.com/


 

Above – the plaque, information signs and the tree planted on 15 March 1998 by the then oldest 

Westlake men. Other signs that mark sites such as Ronnie O’Rourke’s tree, bathroom/laundry 

concrete slab of 55 Westlake, Hall & Mess of No 3 Sewer Camp are found throughout this section 

of the park. 



 

One of the scarred trees on Stirling Ridge identified as being well over 200 years of age.  

Photograph Trish Frei 2008. 



 

Above one of the old scarred trees on Stirling Ridge. This tree along with a number of others has 

been identified as being well over 200 years of age.  

Photograph Trish Frei 2008 



 

Above – The heritage listed sewer vent on Stirling Ridge. It is one of three remaining vents. The first is near the entrance 

off the Cotter Road into the RSPCA; the second is in the old nursery area at Yarralumla now home to Royal Canberra Golf 

Club. The fourth was near the Commonwealth Bridge.  The earth dump that consisted of a grey coloured earth was 

spread sometime around the early 1960s.  

Photograph Trish Frei 2008 



 

Above: Some of the sewer miners on Stirling Ridge circa 1924.  The shaft leading down to the 

tunnel on Stirling Ridge is the deepest in the system and goes down around 200 ft. About 40ft 

below the surface the sewer men found a silver lode.  Evidence of mining probably around 1860 is 

found on Stirling Ridge and the hill opposite Lotus Bay – most likely for gold. 

 



 

Above: Andy Hawke on the left. He lived in 

one of the Westlake cottages. Photograph 

taken 1924. The men are on Stirling Ridge 

and in the background the tents of No 3 

Sewer Camp can be seen. On the left is a 

detail of another of the Hawke family 

photographs that shows part of the steam 

driven traction engine with in the 

background tents of No 3 and Westlake 

cottages that were painted dark green to 

blend in with their surroundings. 

 



 

Above another view of sewer workers on Stirling Ridge 1924 and left the concrete trench on 

Stirling Ridge near several concrete slabs – all part of 

the sewer construction work.  Below – tents of No 1 

Labourers Camp. Note the garden. 

 

 



 





 

The small unlined cottages initially had one fuel stove and a pot bellied cast iron heater in 

the front room.  Later the latter was removed and an open fire place installed.  It, like the 

fuel stove was tin backed that let the heat out rather than keeping it in.  The houses stood 

on concrete piers and the cottages were unlined.  The water pipe to the kitchen was on 

the outside of the building and during winter if not wrapped in rags or bag, froze over. 



 

The above map shows one of the septic tanks used prior to the cottages being connected 

to the main intercepting sewer.  This tank is still in the ground at Westlake – Stirling Park 

and is the only known tank of the type used in the temporary settlements and early 

permanent cottages. 



 

Above: Children standing outside the hall.  In the background is 39 Westlake on the 

corner.  Below is the construction of Westlake cottages 21-27 on right. Cottages in 

background are some of the first twenty erected and tenanted from 1924. 

 

 

 



Right -broken 

teapot found in the 

Attunga Point 

(quarry dump) and 

below ceramic 

containers found in 

the quagmire next 

to the Tradesmen’s 

Camp. 

 



 

The Westlake (Gura Bung Dhaura) Hills 1942. Above bottom right is the Hotel Canberra,  

State Circle off to left defining Capital Hill.  The Westlake Cottages are clearly seen as are 

the tracks between Westlake cottages and the camps & Howie’s Cottages that were 

removed by 1930/31. 



 

Above: Mud Map of the Westlake Cottages’ area. 

 



 

Above – Detail of the Tradesmen’s Camp on the hill opposite Lotus Bay.  The photograph was taken from the area in 

front of the May 1927 Camp. Below 1926 or 27 photograph of Capitol Hill showing No 1 Labourers Camp centre right. 

The Tradesmen’s Camp is bottom left. (See arrows – yellow No 1 & red Tradesmen). The Provisional Parliament House 

under construction is top right.  Commonwealth Avenue is the diagonal road that comes from State Circle (left – partly 

constructed) 

 

 



 

Above – detail of 1924 CDHS photograph showing men of No 1 Labourers Camp. 



 

Above – Cooks’ Tents No 1 Labourers Camps. (NAA photograph – Mildenhall) circa 1924 – 

Below Cooks No 1 circa 1924. 

 



 

Above Toy gun found near George Sykes’ house and below rubber doll around 6inches tall 

found Attunga Point Dump. 

 



 



 



 



 

BUILDINGS INCLUDED IN THE LEASE TO BE GRANTED TO MRS STANLEY (circa November 1928) 

CAPITOL HILL 

Mess block consisting of – 

Recreation Room 20ft x 18ft 8in – inside measurements 

Dining 67ft x 27ft 10in 

Kitchen 21ft x 18ft 

2 bedrooms (adjoining) 12ft 7in x 11ft 

Vegetable room 6ft x 3 ft 

Equipped with one cooking range (Ward) 

One set of wooden wash troughs 

Brick oven 

Built in copper 

Meat house 11ft x 9ft 

 

Caretaker’s Quarters. Consisting of 4 rooms, kitchen, bath room with detached lavatory; one Dover stove; one 

Pioneer stove. 

One block bath and wash houses 23ft x 15ft containing 2 gal baths, 2 chip heaters, 2 coppers and stands, and 2 

wash troughs 

One lavatory block 16ft x 11ft – sewered [footnote: the lavatories would have originally been connected to a 

septic tank before the main intercepting sewer went into use from around late 1927.  One of the temporary septic 

tanks is in Stirling Park near Haines Creek in the area of an undeveloped road that if built would connect Marina 

Place and Empire Circuit.  This road would also require the removal of the Westlake Plaque dedicated by 

Westlake people in 1997 and the tree planted by the then oldest three Westlake men.] 

2 block cubicles 50ft x 16ft – 10 cubicles to a block 

6 block cubicles 48ft x 16ft – 8 cubicles to a block 



 

Above is a map showing the buildings leased in the 1940s to JV Edwards prior to the lease being given to the 

Berry family. 



 

Above map showing the sites of Hillside Hostel (built on or near the site of No 1 Labourers 

Camp) and Capital Hill Hostel (built near Capitol Hill Camp). 



 

Above: Accident at Molonglo circa 1925 – Gallagher photograph.  Many of the Westlake 

people also lived at Molonglo prior to their move to Westlake including members of the 

Gallagher family. Below Jack Jenkins photograph showing a friends leaving Molonglo. 

 



 



 

Above: Mud map of Howie’s Cottages – circa 1926 – only 13 of the 25 cottages remained 

at that time. Below map circa 1927 showing Howie’s Cottages to the right of “The Gap”. 

The small dots 

near Lotus Bay is 

the Hostel Camp. 

The cricket pitch is 

marked and is on 

the flat land near 

Flynn Drive. 

The cricket pitch 

was found in early 

2004 and is on land 

being developed 

next to Flynn Drive. 

 

 

 



 Left: CDHS (Canberra & District Historical 

Society) photograph showing Howie’s 

Cottages. Photograph taken from Haines’ 

Creek side of the old road.   Following is a 

plan of Howie’s Cottages and Hostel Camp 

October 1926.  Number 11 – the small 

cottage – was erected by Charles 

Dinnerville, a widower, who brought his 

son Ken to live with him at the 

Tradesmen’s Camp then moved to Howie’s 

Cottages. Below is a photograph of Ken 

Dinnerville with a friend taken probably on 

9 May 1927 at Howie’s Cottages.  The tree 

is still in the area of the park opposite 

Lotus Bay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Above plan for Tradesmen’s Camp’s new bath room etc 



 

   

Above: Don Bell’s mother’s cooking stone.  He was a Ngunawal elder whose family name is 

Carroll.  Following his father’s death his mother remarried a man with the name of Bell.  

Don, with his family, camped annually on Capital Hill where his father continued to look 

after sacred areas.  The stone travelled with the family.  Below two stones – one for 

sharpening and the other for finer work.  These stones were exhibited at CMAG at the 

launch of True Tales From Canberra’s Vanished Suburbs of Westlake, Westridge and Acton. 

Don also provided a stone axe which he made for the day.   

 



 

Above is a circa 1913 map that shows Moriarty’s information collected on all the farms etc in the area.  Kurrajong Hill is 

now Capital Hill and Camp Hill is the area where the Provisional Parliament House was erected.   

BLACK ARROW – top left points to the Quarry which today is Attunga Point 

BLUE ARROW – below Quarry points to Briar Farm run by the Kinlyside family who moved in 1913 to Oaks Estate and over 

to the right is the BLACK ARROW that points to Kaye’s farm (old Klensendorlffe villa & later slab cottage). 

LIGHT BLUE ARROW – points to area of Stirling Ridge 

RED ARROWS – either side of GAP survey marker (which is still in situ in the park near the walking path from the Canberra 

Mosque end of the ridge) point to the general area of Westlake Cottages in The Gap.  The creek, which in the 1940s 

onwards was known as Haines Creek, still runs through Stirling Park.  The left hand part of the creek is now under Empire 

Circuit and has old car bodies in it (unless removed) and the right hand side is in the area of Darwin Avenue. The single 

creek section is the part that still runs and is in the park in the vicinity of Section 128 Block 4 which is a proposed road. 

BLACK ARROW – below the area of red arrows points to the general area of Howie’s Settlement. 

GREEN ARROW – points to the general area of the Tradesmen’s Camp. 

PURPLE ARROW – points to general area of No 1 Labourers Camp. 

The dotted line marks the old road that was probably used in the 1860s by the men transporting the stone from the quarry 

to St John the Baptist Church in the suburb of Reid for work on the tower. The property line between Klensendorlffe and 

Murray’s Yarralumla is on the left. 

 



 

Above – My tree, Westlake. 



 

Above view of the one remaining septic tank in Stirling Park.  It is now part 

of Section 128 Block 4 which is a proposed road to connect Empire Circuit 

with Alexandrina Drive.    This is the only known remaining septic tank 

used in the temporary settlements and first permanent cottages and 

hotels prior to the opening of the main intercepting sewer in 1927.  On the 

right is a detail of one end of the septic tank.  Below is a detail of the 

concrete used in the tank.  It has river rocks included in the mix. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GURA BUNG DHAURA HILLS on the KEMBERRY (Canberra) PLAINS, KLENSENDORLFFE’S 

GRANT, WESTLAKE (including western side of Capitol Hill), STIRLING PARK 

YARRALUMLA & CAPITAL HILL. 

This area of land, known to the Ngunawal as Gura Bung Dhaura (stony ground) was part of the old 

pathway between Black Mountain and Tuggranong where important ceremonies were carried out.  

Members of the Carroll family, including elder Don Bell (deceased – name changed from Carroll to 

Bell on the marriage of his widowed mother to a man of that surname), visited annually to 

perform ceremonies and ‘look after’ sacred and significant places. 

In 1839 this area became part of Klensendorlffe’s land grant and the old Ngunawal pathways 

became the tracks and roads used by  the newcomers.  

Following the formation of the Federal Territory and the decision to build the national capital, one 

of the Gura Bung Dhaura hills – the tallest - known as Kurrajong Hill, was chosen by Walter Burley 

Griffin (won the design competition) to be the centre of the proposed federal city.  He named it 

CAPITOL.   

In the early 1920s the area opposite the proposed WEST LAKE on the south side of the Molonglo 

River  was named WESTLAKE.  This area stretched back from the Molonglo River to Red Hill and 

from the BRICKYARDS (named Westridge in 1917 by Walter Burley Griffin) in the west to and 

including Capitol Hill in the east.   

The Gura Bung Dhaura hills – part of the larger Westlake – was chosen by the Federal Capital 

Advisory Committee or Griffin to set up the tent camps (single men) and temporary cottages to 

house construction workers employed on the construction of Hotel Canberra (politicians’ hostel), 

Provisional Parliament House and surrounds, Administrative buildings of East and West Block and 

the main intercepting sewer.  There was also a horse camp and labourers camp in the area of 

modern Latrobe Park, Red Hill, Westlake. 

In 1925 the population of Westlake in the Gura Bung Dhaura Hills was 700 – only 50 less than 

Molonglo (ex-internment camp converted into 120 cottages and accommodation for 150 

tradesmen – modern Fyshwick).  The population of Westlake was around one fifth and a sixth of 

the population of the territory.  Molonglo and Westlake up until the Causeway settlement was 

constructed in 1925 and 1926 were the two major settlements for construction workers.  By 1926 

Causeway Settlement had 100 cottages of the same type erected in The Gap at Westlake and 

nearby were two single men’s camps – Eastlake and Causeway.   

Westlake Cottages in The Gap were the first specially built for construction workers and their 

families.  The others living at Westlake were in CONSTRACTOR HOWIE’S SETTLEMENT (25 timber 

cottages & 18 timber huts) and three Commonwealth tent camps. 

Because no permanent dwellings have been erected in the area of the park surrounded by 

Alexandrina Drive, Hopetoun Circuit, Fitzgerald Street, Empire Circuit, Forster Crescent and Flynn 

Drive the area is an important archaeological site that contains information about the Ngunawal 

people, early small scale mining (circa 1860), and the camps and early settlements of the people 

who came to build the city.  



Stirling Park is set aside by the NCA for development.  One the eastern side of Haines Creek – 

Section 128, the area next to Flynn Drive has already been set aside for use by the Chinese 

Embassy  (former Block 1, Section 128); hillside opposite Lotus Bay (Block 3, Section 128) for 

national use and the long thin block (Block 4, Section 128) in the vicinity of the creek as an area for 

a road.   The western side of Haines Creek – Section 22 – is set aside for a new Prime Minister’s 

Lodge (Attunga Point also set aside for the same purpose).   

Stirling Park is a small area of native bushland in the centre of the Federal City that has survived 

from a period before Europeans arrived in Australia.  It has been and is gradually being whittled 

away by development.   

Many of its trees are well over 300 years of age and the land is regenerating.  On it are the light 

marks of the first Australians, the settlers and the men who built the Federal Parliament House.  

This land holds part of the story of their lives and the story of the construction of the Federal 

Capital of Australia. 

Under the auspices of the National Trust (ACT Branch) a heritage citation was written in 1999 for 

Stirling Park.  It still sits awaiting judgement. 

The NCA has had a number of reports made on the area that has recommended that the proposed 

road not be built and that the native bushland be protected.  There is some reference in this latest 

report of the significance of the sites of the Westlake Camps and Settlements.  It also notes the 

Heritage listing of the Sewer Vent, Button Wrinklewort (endangered native flower) and the fault 

line that runs through Stirling Ridge. 

This report neglects the area of Howie’s Settlement and the Tradesmen’s Camp (Block3, Section 

128 – opposite Lotus Bay) .  An earlier report on Block 1, Section 128 ignored the numerous stone 

arrangements identified by Ngunawal elder, Mr Don Bell, as having cultural significance to 

Aboriginal people and came to conclusion that the stone arrangements were part of European 

garden beds in connection with houses built post 1952 on the site.  This report gave no evidence of 

houses being constructed on the site and that the stones were part of European gardens.  Indeed, 

a simple check of with the relevant local government department for permission to built and 

permission to move such cottages would have supported my personal knowledge of the area that 

there were no houses built on that block. 

Stirling Park holds the stories of those who walked this land before Europeans arrives and those 

who came to build the city.   

 



 



 



 



 

MAP CIRCA 1927 SHOWING STIRLING PARK & AREA OF COTTAGES – THE GAP 

COTTAGES & HOWIE’S SETTLEMENT 

The area marked Stirling Park and site for permanent Governor General’s House is Stirling Ridge.  

Westlake – The Gap Cottages – later known as WESTLAKE – are in The Gap and Howie’s Settlement 

is on the hill opposite Lotus Bay.  Perth Avenue was built on the site noted on this map, but 

Westralia St was not constructed.  Darwin Avenue was built to the right of the cottages that cut 

into Perth Avenue.  The Royal Canberra Golf Club course (then Canberra Golf Club course) is on 

the north side of the Molonglo River.  Acton workmen’s cottages (same plan as Westlake cottages) 

are in a line.  Note also the site of the Westlake Post Office marked on the map. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



AERIAL MAPS 

EASTERN SIDE OF STIRLING PARK 

GREY DOTTED LINES LHS – Mark the general area of Westlake Cottages in The Gap.  The 

Westlake Hall out of photograph top left (H).  White thick arrow points to the area of 

Westlake Septic Tank (one of three).   

BLACK ARROW BOTTOM LEFT – Four pines planted around 1924 – mark the backyard of 28 

Westlake.  Just above this area was one of the two dumps (earth from sewer tunnel) 

SMALL YELLOW DOTS – Mark the general area of Howie’s Cottages and 

BLACK ARROWS BELOW HOWIE’S COTTAGES – point to the old road that continues along 

in a clear line. 

GREY LINE RIGHT NEAR FLYNN DRIVE & TOP OF OLD ROAD – marks major stone 

arrangement areas. 

SMALL YELLOW LINE ABOVE YELLOW DOTS – mark the general area of Hostel Camp 

BLACK LINE BETWEEN FORSTER CRESCENT (runs in front of embassies & high commission) 

AND THE OLD ROAD – marks the area of the Tradesmen’s Ablution Blocks 

WHITE ARROW IN LAKE – marks Lotus Bay and the arrow outside the picture frame points 

to Briar Farm now covered with the buildings of the Southern Cross Yacht Club. 

WESTERN SIDE OF STIRLING PARK 

BLACK LINES – mark sites of Westlake Cottages in The Gap. 

YELLOW LINE  - marks the general area of tents of No 3 Sewer Camp. 

WHITE ARROW – points to area of No 3 Sewer Camp Mess – later Westlake Hall 

BLUE ARROW – points to the Septic Tank 

BLACK ARROW – points to general area of Sewer Vent. 

STIRLING RIDGE is the hill to the left of Westlake Cottages – major button wrinklewort site 

and native bushland with many trees over the age of 300 years.  Stone arrangements and 

scarred trees found all along the ridge which was part of the old pathway from Black 

Mountain on the way to Tuggranong (now spelt Tuggeranong).   Also found on the ridge 

are remains in the form of coppiced trees, concrete slabs and concrete trench of the sewer 

construction in the area.  Also found is metal cable and bolts in trees. 

 



BOTTLES 

Cordial – Local (deposit on bottles) 

 COTTER CORDIAL COMPANY – in operation in 1927 

 COMMONWEALTH CORDIAL COMPAY  - 3 Cs – established by 1934 near 

Queanbeyan Railway Station and moved to Canberra near 2CA.  By the 1950s 

bought by  

 CAPITAL CORDIAL COMPANY – both the small and larger size bottles used. 

 PHILLIP RODIS, Capitol Queanbeyan – in operation in the twenties – one of these 

bottles along with one from MANUAL BROS and F ANDRISKI WASSON ST MILTON 

found in Haines Creek 

 PIKE – Queanbeyan bottle – number of cods found 

 GEORGE MORTON – EW O’SULLIVAN KEY STONE – both codd and ordinary soft 

drink bottles used. Codds found on Stirling Ridge in vicinity of sewer humpies. 

 TJ SHEEKEY – established in Yass in 19th century and expanded to Goulburn, 

Canberra & Wagga Wagga.  Motif – Brittanica with key and shield with TJ in shield.  

This soft drink was used at the opening of Parliament. Brown (for ginger beer), 

clear and green glass bottles found.  One of the clear glass bottles found had 

turned a light purple – (manganese used in the making of clear glass turns purple – 

manganese came from Germany and the trade stopped during WW1) 

 SCHWEPPES – A number of broken Schweppes cordial bottles had been found and 

range in size from small to large.   

 

ALCOHOL (deposit on beer bottles) 

The majority of bottles found are beer.  A few Schnappes,  Rum and Gin are also found.  

The FCT was ‘dry’ between 1913 and the end of 1928 (King O’Malley banned it and 

following the arrival of the parliament and public service a vote was given to the people 

for or against with the result that alcohol again returned officially to the territory. 

 

The majority of beer bottles (majority broken) date from the early twenties onwards to 

the thirties.  NSW Bottle Company conveniently included a year date on the front (up to 

early 1920s) or on the base of the bottles.  The other major brand was Email Resch.  

Bottles from Tasmania, South Australia, Western Australia have also been found in Stirling 

Park in the dumps. 

 



 
Above 1914 map of 

Canberra area and right a 

detail.  Mt Vernon is City 

Hill.  Camp Hill is the site of 

the Provisional Parliament 

House.  The Survey 

markers include THE GAP 

(Stirling Ridge near the 

Canberra Mosque end); 

QUARRY (Attunga Point); 

CAMP HILL.  The OBELISK 

(word partly obscured) 

mark the site of the stones 

to mark the naming of 

Canberra 12
th

 March 1913 

by Lady Denman.  Next to 

THE QUARRY is Briar Farm 

(former home of Kinlyside 

family) and to the right is 

Kaye’s farm (former home 

Klensendorlffe). Parts of 

the curved road from 

Quarry remains on the hill 

opposite Lotus Bay (Bl 3, 

Section 128).  Along this road today are power poles that follow the original line put up in the twenties. 

 



 


