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Colonial Period  
The Tenant Farmers on Klensendorlffe's Land 

In March1839 William Klensendorlffe was officially granted the land where Stirling Park, the two 
Parliament Houses (Provisional and Permanent), Hotel Canberra, two administrative buildings - 
former West and East Blocks, National Library and High Court stand.  It is on the south side of the 
Molonglo River.  Below is a mud map that shows the major landholders within the city limits and 
their grants.  Because the lettering is hard to read I have added in print the names of some of the 
areas.  The dotted line that cuts across the map is the Uriarra Road.  The cross roads near the 
word Klensendorlffe today is near Manuka Circle opposite the Fire Station.  The rectangle drawn 
marks the first area surveyed for the city.  The dotted lines are the major roads in the district – 
Yass from the North and Uriarra crossing the map. 
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Below is a 1920 map of the Federal Capital Territory that shows the major settlement sites and a 
rectangle that marks the 36 square miles surveyed from1909. 

  

Exactly when Klensendorlffe land was divided into smaller areas and leased to a number of 
tenant farmers is not known. Following the departure of Klensendorlffe who became bankrupt on 
the 27th October 1846 the total area of his land grant that consisted of 2650 acres became the 
property of Ann and Peter Plomer.  They leased it to Terrence Murray of Yarralumla.  He in turn 
subleased the land to his friend Stewart Mowle who remained at Klensendorlffe’s from 1847 until 
1852.  In March 1860 Plomer sold to George Campbell and from that time Klensendorlffe’s land 
became part of Duntroon Estate.   

The Kaye family leased in 1854 Klensendorlffe’s stone farm house and 65 acres.  Briar Farm 
cottage (site now covered with buildings of Southern Cross Yacht Club)  was constructed in 1870 
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and leased by Thomas Bryant and James William Cook.  The lease was later taken over by Thomas 
Kinlyside.  Whether or not a lease of Briar Farm area was taken out in the 1850s is not known.  
However Bert Sheedy, local historian, knew of a James Devanney who leased a farm in the same 
area in the 1850s.  He left for Ireland in 1867.  Another known tenant in the area of Stirling Park is 
John Morrison who moved from Springbank to the Stirling Park area in the 1860s and left 
sometime after the birth of his son John James Morrison in August 1871.  Bert Sheedy recalled 
that this man farmed land near the American Embassy.  He may also have been the man 
responsible for the surface mining for gold. 

Bert Sheedy also recalled that there was another farm in the vicinity of Capital Hill and nearby in 
the vicinity of the modern National Library and High Court of Australia was Corkhill’s property.  In 
1921 this family moved to Yarralumla Dairy – renamed Riverview – where they remained until 
c1963 when the waters of the lake filled. 

Below is a map showing the sites of Joseph (son of Charles) Kaye’s property and Kinlysides.  The size of each farm 
varied over the years and in 1913 following the departure of Thomas Kinlyside from Briar Farm, Joseph Kaye took 
over Briar Farm land with the exception of about 4 acres around the farm cottages and outhouses. A657/1 DS14/682 
on lower right is the call number Australian Archives. 
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In the 1890s Joseph Kaye who took over from his father Charles, built a new slab cottage for the 
family and turned the old stone house into a barn    In December 1924 the Hotel Canberra 
opened and the land behind the hotel was required for the golf course that opened in 1926.  The 
Kaye family moved on 8th August to Springbank. John Shannon whose mother was Lettie, nee 
Kaye, Shannon in his story in Val Emerton’s book Past Images, Present Voices recalled the date of 
the move because that was the day he was baptised at St John the Baptist Church at Reid.  On the 
next page is a map showing the first greens established on the south side river flats.  Kaye’s 
cottages were pulled down. The stone from Klensendorlffe’s house was spawled and used as a 
base under Commonwealth Avenue.  The big stone fire place in the slab cottage was kept and 
incorporated into the new Canberra Golf Club Room.  It is marked on the next map top left of the 
Hotel Canberra. [NB the Golf Course was extended to the north side of the river at a later date.]  
On the right is a 1925 aerial view showing the Hotel Canberra with in the background on the top 
right the Hotel Kurrajong.  Kaye’s house is below the Hotel on the left.  One of the pines may be 
one of two planted in 1919 to mark the safe homecoming from World War 1 of one of the Kaye 
boys.  Commonwealth Avenue is the road above the Hotel that crosses the page from left to 
right. 

  

Following is a photograph taken in the 1920s of Springbank.  The racecourse was used as a paddock until required for 
race days. The line of the Molonglo River can be seen just below the peninsula of land.  In the area of the race track 
(now under the lake) was a bora ground. 
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On the next page is a section of a 1913 map that has on it Moriarty’s 1912 information.  Mt Vernon today is City Hill; 
Kurrajong is Capital Hill; The Residency is Canberra House, Acton (built in 1912) and Yarralumla Dairy is Riverview.  
The area of Stirling Park has WESTLAKE superimposed by me.  The Gap marker is near the modern Canberra Mosque 
in Empire Circuit and the Quarry is present Attunga Point.  Nearby – below the Quarry is Briar Farm then tenanted in 
1912 by the Kinlyside family.  Off to the right is Kaye’s.  Note the road that comes from the Quarry (& Briar Farm) 
across to the east near Kaye’s house.  This old road is still in the park on the lower slopes of the hillside opposite 
Lotus Bay.  Moriarty dates it as 1890 but I am inclined to think it dates from around the 1860s if not earlier.  The 
lease information refers to Riverview on Yarralumla land. (NB Moriarty was the valuer of land taken over by 
Commonwealth.) 
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Below left is a 1915 map with Commonwealth and Kings Avenue superimposed by Peter Kimber, 
a Kinlyside descendent. On the right is a photograph of Corkhill’s dairy – named Riverview.   The 
photograph loaned by Mrs Ross. 

    

Klensendorlffe's Farm - leased by Mowle family 1847-1852 & Kaye family who lived in 
Klensendorlffe’s farm house & a slab cottage 1854-1924. 

A book, Murray of Yarralumla written by Gwendoline Wilson is a well researched book.   Amongst 
the documents used for the work are the dairies of Mary Mowle, wife of Stewart Mowle who was 
an old friend of Terrence Aubrey Murray of Yarralumla.  During the period of Murray's leasing 
Klensendorlffe's land it was sub leased to Stewart Mowle.  An excerpt from the book describes 
the arrival of the family on 25th June 1847.   

When they reached their destination.  Mary must have contemplated the rectangular stone farm 
house on the river bank above the flood-level, with her large expressive eyes.  The house was 
severely plain.  There was no verandah; the front door was in the centre of  its northern wall.  On 
each side of it were four many paned windows, making eight windows in all overlooking the river 
through the willows and catching sunlight through most most of the day…The house was partly 
two-storeyed, for it had a semi-basement with barred windows in which Klensendorlffe's assigned 
men could be locked at night.  This area made a useful store and cellar.  There were some 
outhouses including a dairy.  The lane, as it was called, that sloped down to the ford of the river, 
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later known as Lennox Crossing, passed about thirty paces away from the eastern wall of the 
house.  Towards the west there was an orchard with many established apple trees… 

A footnote regarding the above description notes that Mr George Kaye who lived in the slab 
cottage erected in 1892 that was further up the slope from the stone house, confirmed the site of 
the house and its proximity to Lennox Crossing. 

Moriarty’s description 1912 – House, slab walls, iron roof, wood floors, wide dining – kitchen slab 
iron roof, wood floors and stone chimney.  Condition of house fair 36 [feet] x 12 x 2…10 x 9 & 12 x 
9 – kitchen 12 x 12. Value 50 pounds.  Ruins of house used as a dairy. Stone walls, iron roof, 
condition ruins – Value of materials 66 [feet] x 22. Value 20 pounds.  Cowshed slab outside, straw 
bundle roof, floor cobble for 2 bails, calf shed good condition but bad door 10 x 20 – Value 7 
pounds. Shed (horse & cart) … 17 x 17 and lean to 17 x 6 – Value 7 pounds. Shed wood as p… of no 
value. 

Total value of property 112 pounds 18/6d. [Australian Archives A358/2 Item 21.] 

Below is a photograph of the stone house in ruin.  The photograph on the right shows the hills of 
Stirling Park mid distance and Red Hill in the far distance. 
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The farm land of Kaye's leased land with the exception of the flat land opposite Lotus Bay is 
under the waters of Lake Burley Griffin.  The entrance to Kaye's farm home yard is marked by one 
of two pines planted in 1919 by Charles Kaye to celebrate the return of one of his sons from the 
Great War.  On 24th July 2003 descendents of the Kaye family met in Lennox Park behind the 
Hotel Canberra to plant a replacement pine for the one that died and erect a plaque in memory 
of the family's long association with this land.  Bill Wood, local government member, with the 
assistance of one of the younger descendents, did the honours of planting and unveiling.    

Below left and centre are two photographs taken on the day which was very windy and raining. 
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Below are two photographs that show on the left cadets from Duntroon 1912 in the old stone villa - then in ruin - and 
on the right three of the Kaye girls near their home with in the background the Molonglo River with its willows.  The 
story is told that the first of the willows that came from St Helena near Napoleon's grave were planted in the 1840s 
after a disastrous drought.   

     

Below is a photograph taken by the Kaye family of the Molonglo near their cottage.  The young man is Gordon Kaye, 
brother of George Kaye, who loaned this photograph. On the right is a photograph of the Kaye children standing on 
and near one of the old willows. 

  



 48 

Lennox Crossing 

This crossing was near Klensendorlffe’s stone house. A bridge was built across the crossing 
around 1913.  During one flood it was swept over.  Another bridge was built in the 1920s.  The 
following photographs below and on the next page,  loaned by the Kaye family, show the crossing 
before the bridge – the overturned bridge and the new bridge 1926. 

  

  
  
The Acton Swimming Hole was near Lennox Crossing.  It was a very deep hole that may have been 
part of the cave system that is throughout the area of the river flats.  Many who swam in this 
swimming hole said that they never found the bottom.  However, one Westlake lad, by the 
surname of Leech, dived in and hit his head on something.  He died.  This lad was earlier 
responsible for saving the life of Ken Dinnerville when he got into trouble in the waters of the 
1925 flood.  Following is a 1919 photograph of youngsters at Acton setting off for a picnic.  Geoff 
Kaye is hanging on at the rear. 
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Briar Farm 

Moriarty description – house brick walls, one room pise, half shingle roof and half iron over 
shingle properly finished recently.  Condition good.  Erected 1870. 4 rooms about 14 [feet] x 14 
and kitchen rooms respectively 14 x 12.  Value 150 pounds. Below a photograph taken in 1913. 
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Of the three farms mentioned, Briar Farm house was in the area of Stirling Park.  Most of the 
leased area is under the waters of Lake Burley Griffin.   The old road that cuts through the hillside 
above the treeline opposite to Lotus Bay came from the Quarry past Briar Farm and continued 
over past the Hotel Canberra towards the area of modern Manuka.   There are numerous other 
tracks still in the area.  Some lead to Capital Hill and others down to the old Quarry (modern 
Attunga Point).  In the late 1920s onwards the track from Westlake cut across the paddocks.  The 
walking track went down into a gully, across a creek and up the hill to the Hotel grounds.  The 
vehicle track follows roughly the modern road that goes up the hill on the south side of the Hotel. 

On the hillside opposite Lotus Bay is a quagmire.  There are numerous channels dug into it to 
direct water to an old creek bed that joined the river.  These channels continue into the flat land 
that was Kaye’s paddock.  I had presumed that these were dug by the men who lived in the area 
in the 1920s but it may be that they are older.  It would have been simpler for men putting up 
camps to move away from the area rather than dig so many channels to lead water away from 
the quagmire area. 

It is known, eg, that Frederick Campbell who bought the next door property of Yarralumla had 
around 500 miles of drains dug to drain the swamps in that area.  The quagmire on the hillside 
must be fed from a spring as were a number of the swamps at Yarralumla.  One such spring is 
known by people still living to be near modern Turner Place Yarralumla. 

Moriarty's description of the Briar Farm cottage is - house, brick walls, one room pise, half shingle 
roof and half iron over shingles properly finished recently.  Condition good.  Erected 1870. 4 rooms 
about 14 [feet] x 14 and kitchen rooms respectively 14 x 12.  Value 150 pounds. 
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The bricks used in Briar Farm cottage were hand made bricks that may have been made by the 
partners Thomas Bryant and James William Cook.  They were bricklayers by trade and had the 
lease of the farm at that time and it is possible that the nearby Quarry provided the shale for the 
bricks. I have visited this farm cottage and recall that the walls on the exterior were white washed 
and cooking was still done over an open fire place.  The water pipes and power lines put down in 
the early 1920s for use by the nearby settlement of Contractor John Howie's settlement and the 
two camps, Tradesmen and No 1 Labourers were not diverted to include Briar Farm. The farm 
cottage was never connected to electricity, town water or sewerage service.  

The family who had the longest connection to Briar Farm was Kinlyside.  Alison Willis nee 
Kinlyside, widow, with one daughter, Elizabeth, married in 1865 to Thomas Bryant.  He died on 
29th May 1876.   The following year in November she married his partner James William Cook.  He 
died 15th May 1898.    In 1882 Elizabeth Willis married her cousin Thomas Michael Phillips 
Kinlyside.  The couple lived at Briar Farm with Alison and her husband. The young couple's 
children were born in the farm cottage and Alison was probably the mid-wife.  In 1913 the family 
was given the option of continuing to lease on annual basis until the land was required by the 
Commonwealth or leave.  They chose the latter and sometime towards the end of 1913 they 
moved to Oaks Estate near Queanbeyan.  Thomas Kinlyside wrote under the nom-de-plume of 
the Jingler.  He was a supporter of the capital site.  Below on the left are photographs of Thomas 
Kinlyside and his aunt/mother-in-law, Alison Cook.   

  

From the time the Kinlyside family left Briar Farm the 
cottage was leased to a number of Commonwealth 
workmen.  In 1927 the cottage and about four acres 
were leased to Charles Foster Day and his family.  He 
died a couple of years before the family finally moved in 
the early 1950s.  At that time the cottage and outhouses 
were pulled down and later after the flooding of the 
Molonglo River to form Lake Burley Griffin in 1963 on 
the site the Southern Cross Yacht Club (former Canberra 
Yacht Club) was built.  The photographs below come 

from the albums of the Day  (loaned by D Maxwell) and Kinlyside (loaned by Alison Neiberding) 
families. 
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Above left: Briar Farm in the 1940s, home of the Day family between 1927 and 1950 and right, grounds of Briar Farm 
in the late 1880s during the period of Kinlyside tenancy.  The site today is covered with the buildings of the Southern 
Cross Yacht Club.  Below is a photograph taken in the late 1800s of the Kinlyside family at Briar Farm.  The hillside in 
the background is probably the one used for the Quarry - now Attunga Point.   
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Above 1940s Don Boyd seated on the water tank at Briar Farm.  In the background right is the Albert Hall.  Below left 
Charles Foster Day Briar Farm and on the right is Frances (nee Gallagher) Day at the gate of Briar Farm.  The hills of 
Stirling Park are in the background. 
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Below -  Jacky Dinnerville on his motor bike at Briar Farm. 

 

 
 

House site in Stirling Park - that may be Morrison's  
John Morrison Senior moved with his family from Springbank to a lease on Klensendorlffe’s land 
sometime in the mid 1860s.  The family was still in the area of Westlake (Stirling Park) in August 
1871 when son John James was born.  According to local historian Bert Sheedy, he farmed near 
the American Embassy.  At the time the Morrison’s were leasing Briar Farm had already been 
established and the Kaye’s had been on the land for several years – hence we know that the site 
of the Morrison’s house was somewhere else in the area of the park.  Several sites have been 
found.   

     

Above one of the possible sites on Stirling Ridge for the Morrison home.  The three photographs above were taken of 
the site in July 2003.  Left is a detail of the house site with Rowan trees - centre photograph shows a hole that may 
be from an earth closet.  On the other side of the track is an area that may have been used to hold animals.  On the 
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right is a detail of boxthorn bush - one of many found on and near this site.  These bushes were often used as a 
hedge fence.    Off to the left in the first photograph is a circular rock lined garden bed.   Below left is the site of the 
Westlake Hall taken from the Lake side.  The tree has a number of holes cut into the trunk that suggest a post and 
rail fence.  These photographs were taken in July 2003. 

  

Another mystery that may be connected to the Morrison family is who carried out the surface 
mining on Stirling Ridge and the The Gap side of the hillside opposite Lotus Bay. Gold was 
discovered in the Canberra area in 1851.  Morrison came back from the goldfields and settled on 
Springbank Farm near Acton before his move with his family to Westlake.  He may have been the 
man responsible for the search for gold on the Westlake hills.  Another story is told by the sewer 
miners who discovered a silver lode some forty feet below the ground of the Stirling Ridge near 
the Sewer Vent.  

There must have been other tenant farmers on Klensendorlffe’s land.  Some leases may have 
been written but more likely a handshake formed the basis of the agreements.  Why have the 
families who lived on this land been forgotten?  Perhaps it is because the Klensendorlffe couple 
did not have children and remained on the land for less than twenty years.   There are fragments 
of the history of the land near the river via the Mowle, Kaye and Kinlyside families, but these do 
not tell the whole tale.  Perhaps one of the reasons why there are so few stories about 
Klensendorlffe’s land is the fact that there was no family dynasty associated it and from 1913 
when the Commonwealth took over the majority of people who lived in the area of the park were 
construction workers.  Their family stories were of the homes that they left behind.   

The history of the men and women who came to built the city too has been ignored by historians 
who seem in general to perpetuate the myth that Canberra began miraculously in 1927 with the 
transfer of the Federal Parliament and government departments from Melbourne happened. 

Another myth is that the Aboriginal people had all gone from the territory by 1920 and that with 
the death of the last full blood Aboriginal lady – Nellie Hamilton – the Aboriginal history of the 
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territory ceased.  Another myth is that Aboriginal sites in the territory are only to be found 
outside the city area and that only Aboriginal history pre-European is real Aboriginal history. 

Another group of people who lived on Klensendorlffe’s land – and Yarralumla – and Duntroon etc 
were the convicts and their story too should be told.  

APPENDIX 22nd March 2004 

I have just reread  Samuel Shumack’s book, An autobiography or Tales and Legends of Canberra Pioneers  in which he 

mentions one of the tenants farmers on Klensendorlffe’s land – James Devanney.  Bert Sheedy, whose family came to 
live at Yarralumla property in the 1840s remembered that Devanney had a farm somewhere near Capital Hill and 
from his departure year of 1865 it is likely that this property was taken over by John Morrison came made his move 
from Springbank that year.  He remained until shortly after the birth of his son John in August 1871 when he moved 
to Tralee.   

Alison Willis nee Kinlyside married widower Thomas Bryant in December 1864.  He was a bricklayer living at 
Duntroon at the time.  He was in partnership with James Cook and both became co-tenants of Briar Farm on 
Klensendorlffe’s land.  Following his death she married James Cook. Briar farm cottage constructed in brick according 
to Moriarty (valuer) was built in 1870.  Because it was built in brick and the partners Bryant and Cook were 
bricklayers by trade it is presumed that they built the house. The information about the date of building obtained by 
Moriarty in 1912 would have been given by Alison Cook who was then an old lady and not asked when she and her 
husband took over the lease.  A supposition may be that Cook and Bryant built the farmhouse for Morrison and 
following his departure took over the lease of the property? If this is so Devanney may have been an earlier tenant of 
Briar Farm?   

Shumack has the following to say about Devanney – 

About 1840 one James Devanney was transported for life to this State.  He was what was know as a political prison 
and his offence was a burning desire to see Ireland free of the English yoke.  He was made a free man about 1850, but 
was not allowed to leave the State until about 1865.  He came to Canberra in the early fifties and leased a farm on 
the river in Klensendorlffe’s paddock, and it was here that I met him.  He had a wife and children in Ireland, where 
they had a small farm from which they made a modest living.  Devanney was very industrious, and during the great 
drought in 1865 he saved his stock by hand feeding.  When his supply of hay and straw was exhausted he drove his 
stock down to the river at Belconnen, where he lopped the oak trees for fodder, and by these means saved all his 
stock… He sold his stock the next year for 8 pounds a head and in 1867 when he was allowed to leave the country 
returned to his wife and family in Ireland. 

The Corkhill family leased land near the river in the area of modern Law Courts and Art Gallery.  This was also 
Klensendorlffe’s land and it is possible that this was the site of Delvanney’s farm? 

Briar Farm and Kaye’s tenant farms did not include the hills opposite Lotus Bay – that is the area of  Capital Hill and 
Stirling Park. 


