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BLOCK 1, SECTION 128, YARRALUMLA 
ROCK ARRANGEMENTS 

Referred to in History of Human Habitation of Stirling Park Yarralumla ACT  Gugler, 
2004, under general heading Aboriginal  then CAMP HILL. 

 
Block 1, Section 128 is on the eastern end of the area referred to in most general maps 
of the ACT as Stirling Park, Yarralumla.  The general area that still appears on maps 
as Stirling Park is bounded by Alexandrina Drive, Hopetoun Circuit, Fitzgerald Street, 
Empire Circuit, Forster Crescent and Flynn Drive.  In 1987 this entire area was 
marked on maps as Section 22.  By 1998 Section 128 had been formed and two 
blocks  were established on the eastern end.  Block 1 was Commonwealth Land, 
Block 2 ACT land (suggesting that a road may be established in the area?).  By 1999 
the area of Block 128 was extended with two more blocks being established. The 
demarcation line between Section 128 and  Block 22, Section 4 - now the only area 
marked on official maps as Stirling Park is drawn between Empire Circuit where it 
juts into the park and Marina Place (western entrance) on the other side.  Even this 
area of Block 4, Section 128 is not really a park and has been set aside for a possible 
new Prime Minister’s Lodge.  Fact Sheet 8 Endangered Species List that has 
information about the major button wrinklewort site (endangered wild flower) on 
Stirling Ridge that has 70,000 flowers – the largest site in the ACT and probably in 
Australia – is also under threat for the same reason. 
 
In September 2004 a field trip was made by members of Navin Officer Heritage firm 
to evaluate Block 1, Section 128 in preparation for development for diplomatic 
housing.  This was followed by a report that identified the rock arrangements on the 
block as European post mid 1960s.  The same rock arrangements were identified by 
Ngunawal elders, Mr Don and Mrs Ruth Bell, and Lex (surname unknown), an 
Aboriginal man from a different area, as Aboriginal.  It is a ceremonial area - a Men’s 
Initiation area.  This is part of the land identified by Stewart Mowle as Canberry  - 
meeting place. (Details of the Navin Officer arguments are in my overview of their 
report.) 
 
This block is bounded by Forster Crescent, Flynn Drive, Alexandrina Drive and Block 
2, Section 128 that is ACT land.  With the exception of this block the remainder of the 
area known as Stirling Park is commonwealth land that is run by the NCA.  Prior to 
the formation of the Federal Capital Territory and the development of the area the 
area that is Block 1 was a peninsula of land bounded on the western side by a major 
creek that ran from Red Hill down between Capital and Camp Hill to the Molonglo 
River and on the eastern side another small creek that joined the main creek.  Like all 
the creeks in the area their Aboriginal names are not known.   Both creeks are spring 
fed.   Both creeks have been now been directed into pipes and covered over with soil. 
 
According to Moriarty, this area was not cultivated and was covered with tussocky 
grass.  A farmer could run three sheep to the acre.  Sometime in Colonial times the 
area of Block 1, Section 128 was cleared.  On it grew self sown wattle trees.   
 
Around 1949-1950 (aerial photographs used to identify probable year of planting) a 
number of river red gums and casuarina trees were planted in the central length of the 
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block.1 On either side of these native trees exotic plantings consisting of oaks were 
planted. On the eastern side a number of prunis trees were  planted.  The majority of 
rock arrangements sit on the central area of the hard clay of the peninsula near self 
sown wattle trees now cut off at the base under the protection of the planted river red 
gums and casuarina trees.  Many of the arrangements are covered or partly covered 
with layers of leaf litter and green grass.  The majority of arrangements extend back 
from Alexandrina Drive around 100 metres.  There are also surviving arrangements 
on the western side of the block and south of an old 1920s (or earlier) track that cuts 
across the block.  Richard Clough photographs held in National Library of Australia 
show the planted trees to be fully grown in his series of lake photographs – c1962 – 
1965. 
 

Above left is a recent (2004) ACT land map showing Block 1, Section 128 on the 
right.  On the right is a 1914 map showing details of the land, including the big creek 
that runs down between Capital (Kurrajong) Hill and the hills of Stirling Park.  It is 
joined by a small creek that runs between Capital and Camps Hills.  The site of the 
block is near the six wire fence.  The track marked on the map is shown on the 
enlargement of the block on page 5. 
 

1 Trees And Shrubs in Canberra LD Pryor, JCG Banks 2001 – THE PRYOR ERA: 1944-1958  In 1944 
with the appointment of Mr (later Professor) Lindsay Pryor as the new Parks and Gardens 
Superintendent, landscaping resumed and rapidly expanded.  Most of what we now regard as central 
Canberra was shaped during these years….Pryor’s policy was to plant extensively and work on the 
plantings later… His aim was to unify the City by landscaping and dense planting of open space areas 
to fill the empty spaces.  It was Pryor who first introduced the concept of planting deciduous species on 
the plains and natives on the slopes leading up to the Eucalypt covered hills.  The plantings on Block 1 
Section 128 are under the auspices of LD Pryor and the above may explain the mixture of natives and 
exotics on the block that led up to the eucalypt covered hill. 
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The dotted line marks the Molonglo River bed.  The road crossing the park was not 
built.  It is called Coronation Drive. 
 

The Navin Officer Heritage Report asserts that the rock arrangements are European in 
origin – that is they consist of two European garden beds and rocks encircling planted 
trees to assist in keeping water near the new trees. This activity they suggest was 
carried out around 1963.  They also state that the area was contour ploughed in 1952 
(based on July 1952 aerial photograph) and that as the rocks do not show up in this 
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photograph that they are post that date.  They also assumed that any rock 
arrangements in the area would have been damaged during the ploughing process.  
The contours are around 8-10 metres apart and need not have damaged the 
arrangements and even large rocks do not show up in this aerial photograph, including 
those in my Mother’s garden that are of a similar size to those in the arrangements.  
They make no attempt to define the difference between European garden beds and 
Aboriginal rock arrangements, nor do they attempt to find the source of the rocks that 
had to be carried to the site. 
 
Not taken into account is that only two of the rock arrangements encircle planted trees 
and that the full extent of these arrangements were found after the report was made.  
There were no houses on the block or near the block.  
 
The Navin Officer report attempts to link the tree planting and ploughing of the land 
with the construction of the rock arrangements.  There is nothing to indicate that the 
two are linked and that the trees were planted before the making of the arrangements. 
 
Below is a photograph taken 15th October 1951.  The arrow points to the area of 
Block 1, Section 128. The planted trees are just discernable in this photograph.  
Westlake cottages are in the foreground of the photograph.  The basic house size was 
24ft x 24ft (roughly 8metres x 8). 
 

The next photograph is a detail of the one used by Navin Officer.  It was taken in mid 
July 1952 around 2 pm at a time when the shadows were long.   This photograph 
shows the Hotel Canberra, section of the creek and part of the ploughed area.  The 
trees bottom right were planted around 1926 – some 26 years earlier.  It is the general 
photograph used by the firm to prove that the ploughing took place in 1952.  
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However, closer examination of the photograph indicates that this assumption is 
incorrect. 
 

The next photograph is a detail of the land showing the block.  This was reproduced 
in the Navin Officer report.  This land incidentally, was not part of Kaye or 
Kinlyside’s tenant farms. 
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This map shows the 1920s (or earlier) tracks used by Westlake construction workers 
on their way to and from work.  These, like the cricket pitch (c1924) are on top of the 
contours that suggest that they were in situ by c1922 when work commenced on the 
Hotel Canberra by Contractor Howie’s men.  The track marked c1914 is on a map 
from that date that is based on Moriarty’s information.  He dates it as 1890. 
 
The bottom left hand corner of the block is raised – probably with some earth fill.  
The next photograph was taken on Block 2, Section 128 looking towards the raised 
area of land.  This track is labelled in the above as post c1914 tracks/road. 
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The next detail shows an enlargement of the northern section of the block.  The 
planted trees can be seen as small dots.  That they were planted by 1952 is supported 
in other photographs taken from other angles.  Also showing in this photograph and 
two other details is the circular concrete sewer structure that is around two and half 
metres across by (today) around a metre above ground level.  During a recent 
examination of this structure I noted that there is concrete below ground level that 
suggests that the base may be rectangular.  I have added the identification of the vent, 
tree plantings and 1920s tracks. 

Below is a detail of the same area taken around the same time. 
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Above is a view taken from the western side of the block looking towards the 
concrete sewer vent structure. The two concrete posts stand either side of the early 
survey marker.  The white plastic bag is near the large rectangular arrangement.  The 
spacing of the planted trees is interrupted to leave this arrangement free of plantings. 
Below is a detail of the concrete sewer structure (c1925) in the 1952 photograph and 
on the right is the concrete cricket pitch (c1924). 

 

Above left is a detail of the sewer vent structure (2004) and on the right is Bill 
Convine 1940s on The Flat. Block 1, Section 128 is behind Bill on the right of the 
main track.  Note the contour lines of the grass.  Bill loaned the photograph.  
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Above is a closer view of the sewer structure and concrete markers.  In the 
background is Alexandrina Drive.  The Hotel Canberra is off to the right in the 
background.  Below is a December 2004 photograph of John Bruggeman pointing to 
one of the possible contour ploughing line that may have deepened over the years 
with run offs.  There are others on the flat land opposite Lotus Bay. 

 

The next photograph is of the open area opposite Lotus Bay.  There are a number of 
channels in this area used to drain the area.  There is also an old road along the base of 
the tree line.  Parts have been sealed with bitumen where it crosses the quagmire area. 
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The c1962 photograph by Richard Clough shows preparation of the area of Lotus 
Bay.  The trees in the background (gums) are in the area of Block 1 Section 128 that 
were not disturbed by the lake preparation and landscaping. 
 

Above is a 1924 photograph of the sewer men on The Flat.  Stirling Park  is in the 
background on the left.  Red Hill is in the far distance.  Photograph loaned by Marjie 
Rundell (nee Hawke) of Westlake.  The main intercepting sewer went through the 
area of Stirling Park between 1922 and May 1925.   
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Extent of Early Ploughing 
Aerial photographs indicate that the area around the Hotel Canberra and Albert Hall, 
like nearby Acton etc was ploughed. Below is a circa 1928 detail of the area on the 
north side of the Albert Hall.  Note the ploughed area of land.  This was probably 
ploughed for crops?   Note the tracks are on top of the ploughed lines. 
 

Above, Hotel Canberra circa 1928.  Note the wide contour ploughing below the Hotel 
and the numerous tracks including the wider one used for vehicles.  The Creek is on 
the right.  The walking track from Westlake crosses the creek below the hotel.  There 
was a three or four plank bridge over the creek.  On the next page is a circa 1962 
photograph taken by Richard Clough showing tree plantings in the area of King’s 
Park.  Note the earth saucers – not rocks used around the trees to hold water. 
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The Officer report also mentioned that the rock arrangements on the block may have 
been put their by Commonwealth employees.  This was not a normal practice and oral 
information from former Parks & Gardens Employees do not support this supposition. 
 

COMPARISON BETWEEN EUROPEAN GARDEN BEDS AND 
ABORIGINAL ROCK ARRANGEMENTS. 

 
Not addressed in the report is Aboriginal rock arrangements and how they differ from 
European gardens.  Nor was there any notation of possible sources of the rocks.  All 
the rocks found on Block 1 Section 128 had to be carried to the site and are all of a 
size that are easy to carry.  The majority are angular in shape and a possible source 
would be from the areas where the surface mining took place and the quarries – 
(Attunga Point and Black Mountain) where similar rocks are found.  Rounded river 
rocks and slabs of white shale are also incorporated into the patterns.  Some of the 
rocks may be magnetic – affected three compasses at the same time.  The same 
problem occurred with the compasses occurred during the drawing of another 
arrangement near the quagmire.2
Contrast between European and Aboriginal use of rocks and what one would expect 
to find on site - 
 

a. European garden beds confine and define garden areas – vegetable and 
flower gardens – shrubs etc.  There is no sign of European gardens on 
Block 1 Section 128. The rock patterns in this area are in general linear 
and do not confine areas in the manner normally associated with 
European gardens.  Also - 

 
2 The CSIRO have buildings in the old quarry on Black Mountain where the magnetic forces of the 
rocks is being studied.  I have also been told that rocks can become magnetic following fires.  This 
should be investigated and may lead to an understanding the source of the rocks.  In December 2004 
John Bruggeman and I rechecked a number of the arrangements using compasses.  In some of the 
arrangements north moved by 30 degrees.  There is a fault line in the area and it may be that the 
arrangements are placed on points of magnetic importance.  John Bruggeman was one of the 
construction workers employed to built the new Parliament House and mentioned that the building was 
built over several fault lines and the building modified to protect it at times of movement of the faults. 
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i. The earth has not been disturbed and enriched, as one would 
expect if gardens were established in this area.  

ii. The soil is hard and clay like in the area of the arrangements.  
More suitable soil is lower down the hill in the area now 
covered by the lake waters.  In that area there is rich soil laid 
down over the years by successive floods. 

iii. Semi-circular lines of rocks are used on the lower sides of 
slopes to collect water.  In many cases the opposite occurs on 
the hillsides opposite Lotus Bay and in the area of Block 1, 
Section 128. 

iv. There is no water supply in the area.  The nearest permanent 
water was the Molonglo River that was some distance (north of 
the Albert Hall) away.  The creeks in the area were usually dry.  
Water was connected to Howie’s settlement, Westlake cottages 
and to Mess and Ablution Blocks in the camps.  At least one 
tap was available for men in the camps to use. 

v. There were no dwellings in the area. 
b. Aboriginal rock arrangements were used for ceremonial, ritual and 

information (eg maps, pointer rocks) purposes.   
i. Rocks used in the patterns include a number of white quartz 

and black river rocks and white shale (ochre).  White quartz 
and shales are stones known to be used for ceremonial and 
ritual reasons by Aboriginal people and these are used in many 
of the arrangements in the area. 

ii. The majority of arrangements do not enclose spaces.  The 
majority are used in a linear manner – undulating lines – few 
straight, half circles etc.  These rocks are not used to confine 
gardens or to encircle newly planted trees. 

iii. A number of stones are placed flush with ground level.  Some 
have flat surfaces facing upwards.   These do not confine soil 
but define. 

iv. The majority sit on the original ground surface and over the 
years have been covered with leaf litter and grass growing 
around them. 

Above left is a detail of the area of the spiral rock lined depression in the large 
rectangular arrangement on Block 1, Section 128 that is referred to in the full Navin 
Officer report as a European garden bed and on the right is a photograph of Ann 
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Austin (now Gugler) in the yard of 27 Westlake.  Note the garden bed is open to the 
sky.  If the rocks in this bed not visible in the aerial photographs then it is clear that 
the rock arrangements around the same size on Block 1, Section 128 would not be 
visible either.   Below is a drawing of the big rectangular arrangement. It is circa 8 
metres long by 2.8 on one end and 1.9 on the other.    
 

The next photograph is of rock arrangements  found by Len Beadell 14 kilometres 
east of Neale Junction on the Anne Beadell Highway (Great Victoria Desert).  They 
are 100 metres north of the road near an old air strip.  Photograph taken by Bob 
Wooster.  The rocks lines and circle are clearly visible in this photograph because of 
the lack of natural vegetation to obscure them.  Similar patterns are found on Block 1, 
Section 128 and in other parts of Stirling Park.   The meanings may be different but 
similar patterns are used throughout Australia by Aboriginal people.  The next 
photograph is one taken on Block 1, Section 128 in the area south of the track that 
cuts across the block.  It has a circle with an undulating (right angled) line that 
extends out from it.  The details of this arrangement taken at a time when the 
vegetation growth hides it are not clearly visible in the photograph. [The undulating 
line in December 2004 is clear of vegetation and is more like three sides of a 
rectangle.] 
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Above is a detail of the circle with right angled line connected to it.  Next is a detail 
taken in December 2003.  The circle is off to the right of the line of rocks.  In the line 
of rocks bottom of the photograph is another circle of rocks with a central rock.  This 
pattern is found in a number of arrangements in Section 128. 
 

The next photograph was taken by me in August 2004  at Onegunyah Rock Hole 
(Women’s Sacred Area – Canning Stock Route WA) that shows a similar right angled 
rock arrangement.  I several similar such rock arrangements on the Canning Stock 
Route.  This arrangement because of the lack of vegetation around it is easy to see in 



16

contrast to the majority on Block 1, Section 128 that are obscured by leaf litter, build 
up of soil and grass that grows under the protection of the planted trees. 
 

Below is another similar arrangement near Mount Helen on the Canning Stock Route. 
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Below is a preliminary diagram by John Bruggeman of the circle and the pointer 
rocks that are part of it on Block 1, Section 128.  The degrees of the compass are 
placed in the circle.  The drawing made 17th December 2004.  The line that comes 
from the circle is due North and the one at right angles to it turns due West.  There are 
a number of openings in the circle.  The pointers direct one’s gaze to the gaps in the 
hills. 

 

Another characteristic of the rock arrangements on the blocks is the careful selection 
of rocks that fit into each other.  In some areas there are double lines of rocks and in 
others there are circles with a central rock placed in each.  The patterns are quite 
complex and use white quartz and black river rocks along with white ochre etc. The 
rocks in the patterns have been carefully selected to fit in with each other.  Some lines 
consist of double lines of rocks.  One example is found is in the big rectangular 
arrangement, which was damaged by the vandals just before the first assessment by 
Navin Officer group took place. 3 And others in the big pattern on the western side of 
the block .  The next photograph is a detail of the western arrangement. 

 
3 Lindsay Smith, archaeologist employed by Navin Officer firm to do the preliminary work on the site, 
remarked when he saw the big rectangular arrangement that the rocks had been recently removed.  
There was no leaf litter in the holes.  By the time I took a photograph the next day leaf litter had 
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Note the two circles formed on the left – each has a central stone.  This pattern is 
common in Stirling Park.  The arrows point to the central stones. 
 

Below left – photograph showing corner detail of big rectangular  arrangement and 
on the right a details from the big arrangement on the western side of the block.  
These are stone arrangements, not European garden beds. 
 

already commenced falling into the cavities left by the removal of the rocks.  The spaces left in all the 
arrangements following the removal of them showed that they sat on the original surface.  It is.  
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THE VANDALIZED ROCKS. 
 
One of the reasons given for not saving the rock arrangements for further evaluation is 
that they were disturbed.   Rocks were removed from most of the arrangements 
shortly before the first field excursion by a representative of the Navin Officer firm. 
(The gaping holes left by the removed rocks had no leaf litter in them.  By the 
following day when I photographed the details there was some leaf litter in the 
cavities.) Fortunately photographs were taken before the damage occurred. The 
photograph below left shows the returned rocks that I placed in the line.  On the right 
is an original photograph taken before the rocks were disturbed and removed.  They 
are taken from different sides of the arrangement. 

 

The next photograph shows an area of missing rocks in this arrangement. Photograph 
taken shortly after discovery.  Two beer bottles were added to the outside of the 
arrangement and formed a pointer to the damaged area.    
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ARRANGEMENTS WITH GLASS BOTTLE AND JARS INSERTED INTO 
THE GROUND 

The example shown below was described in the caption in the Navin Officer 
report as an example of Stone Ringed tree Planting.

The glass containers – jars and bottles – used in three arrangements were dug out 
from their bed of clay and examined (two in 2003 and the third during the 
September/October 2004 period of evaluation of the block by Navin Officer firm).  
The bottles may be dated 1950s-1960s. A fourth, that is hard to find, was not touched. 
There are numerous bottles lying around on Block 1, Section 128 that can be dated 
from around the same period to the present day.  Two, including the fourth mentioned 
above have now examined carefully and they are the only two examples of rocks 
encircling planted trees. 
 
From discussions with Mr Kelvin Officer I gained the impression that he concluded 
that the bottles and rock arrangements date from the same time.  There is no evidence 
to support this theory.  The firm explains these arrangements as stone ringed tree 
planting and their purpose was to form a saucer to hold water for newly planted trees.   
This was not a common practice at the time.  Heaped earth around the plantings was 
the usual method used – shown in a number of Richard Clough photographs.  
 
The bottles and jars set into the ground are reminiscent of European grave practices.  
For example below is a 2004 photograph of a portion of Woden Cemetery, Canberra.  
Note the embedded containers set into the ground to hold water for flowers.  Whether 
or not the embedded jars and bottles on Block 1, Section128 serve the same purpose is 
not known but this should be investigated further.  
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Above right is the first arrangement with embedded glass jars that I found in October 
2004.  It uses only three rocks – two white quartz river rocks in front of jars and a 
third – a black river rock - that is some distance from the jars that forms an apex of a 
triangle.  Above left is the fourth example also found at the same time that is shown in 
more detail on page 28.  The four arrangements using embedded glass containers are 
found near the first and second major oval arrangements in the central area. 
 
THE SECOND EMBEDDED GLASS CONTAINERS & SURROUNDS. 
 
There are four examples found to date.  There may be others hidden by long grass and 
other plant growth. 
 
The glass containers date from the 1950s into the 1960s.  Whether or not the stones 
and glass are contemporary is not known.  Two of the jars are embedded in 
arrangements that go around planted trees; one consists of two jars embedded in the 
ground near a planted with a white quartz river rocks in front of each jar and a black 
river rock some distance away to form the apex of a triangle and the fourth 
arrangement has a soft drink bottle embedded near stones.  This one is some distance 
from trees. 
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Below is a diagram of the arrangement with bottle. 
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I typed on to the previous photograph – circle of rocks.  However, close examination 
shows that this is not a full circle.  The top of the bottle was broken when found.  It 
has been set into the ground at an angle and sits above the ground level.  It was one of 
the bottles disturbed in October 2003.  This photograph was taken before the bottle 
was disturbed.  Below left is the bottle before and on the right after disturbance. 
 

The bottle is not from this district. 
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THIRD BOTTLE & STONES 
Below are a number of photographs of the arrangement with the glass jar inserted into 
the ground.  This arrangement was not fully uncovered prior to the completion of the 
Navin Officer Heritage report and is not referred to in that report.   The glass after rain 
is usually filled with water. 
 

Within this arrangement is a bottle that was a juice bottle and has ml on it.  This bottle 
dates from the time the decimal changeover in the mid 1960s.  This bottle unlike a jar 
and a soft drink bottle in two other arrangements were still in situ in mid September.  
Prior to the second meeting with members of the Officer firm in early November this 
bottle too was removed from its tight bed of clay.  The rocks surrounding the tree and 
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leading to it from the perimeter of the circle were not disturbed.  The circle of rocks is 
not part of a functional stone border.  There are gaps in the perimeter of the circle and 
two small circles on the perimeter.  White shale is also used in the area opposite the 
bottle in the perimeter of the circle.  A number of stones have been placed with the 
flat side uppermost and at the same level as the ground. 
 
In the next photograph on the left is the disturbed bottle removed from its bed of clay 
between mid September and October 2004.  Note only the bottle has been disturbed.  
On the right is a photograph that I took on 22nd November 2004 after clearing back 
the light earth covering that revealed most of the full arrangement. 
 
The bottle in this arrangement sat further into the ground.  It may have replaced an 
earlier bottle – or it may have been put there later than the original rock arrangement – 
or – without full evaluation of the rocks, their possible origin etc there is no way of 
knowing when they were put in situ.  Examination of layers of the soil may give 
further information about possible dates.  No landscape archaeologist was called in to 
examine the area. 
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The above photograph page with compass added shows that the line from the 
circumference of the circle to the bottle is roughly east west. .  I have noticed that the 
stones added to arrangements point in different directions – that they lead the eye to 
gaps between hills.  The compass sits on a piece of shale next to a white piece of 
shale.  Other pieces of shale can be seen in this photograph.  The following 
photographs show the bottle shortly after it had been disturbed from its bed of clay.  I 
photographed it and replaced it.  Previously it sat further down into the earth than the 
present photographs indicate. 
 

The next photograph shows the arrangement cleared back by me to photograph.  
During this process I discovered that the rocks encircle the tree and white shale has 
been used in the perimeter of the arrangement and that there are two smaller circles 
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on the perimeter. This type of pattern is found in other parts of the park.  Prior to the 
clearing back the full circle was not noticeable. 
 

Note the bluish colour of some of the stones. The stone on the bottom of the triangle 
that is apricot in colour is shale.  Without scratching the surface one cannot be sure if 
it is white or apricot in colour.  The white shale may have come from the Quarry 
(Attunga Point) or from Capital Hill.  The bottle sat further down into the ground 
prior to disturbance.  The bottle used to sit further down into the ground.  This bottle 
was disturbed around September/October 2004. 
 

Note the white shale on either side of a stone on the left side of the bottom section of 
the photograph. 
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Note the small rectangle shape – there are two in this big arrangement – circles.  Also 
many of the rocks have the flat side uppermost. 
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FOURTH ARRANGEMENT WITH GLASS JAR 
This is the second encircled tree – not fully uncovered.  This arrangement was not 
found by the Navin Officer firm. 
 

Above John Bruggeman points to the jar. 
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Above – the arrangement partly uncovered. 
 

ARTEFACTS 
 
The Officer report also states that no [Aboriginal?] artefacts were found. Many 
artefacts are on the site.  The majority are European in origin, such as pieces of glass 
worked as tools. Recent walks in November 2004 brought to light numerous examples 
such as a piece of broken plate near the circular concrete sewer man-hole, pieces of 
broken glass used for tools, iron worked by blacksmith, broken knife, purple glass 
(1920s), fragments of beer bottles (AGM & 1966 on two bases), river rocks and so on.  
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I think that the definition of artefacts may have been limited to stone scatters from 
tool making.  This area was ceremonial and not a tool making area.  Because the area 
under the planted trees is covered in long grass, and a thick covering of leaf litter 
close examination of the land is not possible without disturbing it.  During the process 
of examining the large rectangular arrangement in early 2004 earth was brushed back 
from one section to reveal charcoal, small fragments of green glass and white shale 
(ochre).  This was left in situ and has since been recovered with soil. 
 
November 2004 examples of artefacts found: 
 

One fragments has part of the lettering - NSW Bottle Company. Below left is one of 
the pieces found on this site and on the right is another piece of NSW Bottle Company 
beer bottle found on the eastern side of the site.  Another piece with AGM on the base 
also found (used in the teen years of the 20th century up to around 1932).  Other small 
light purple pieces of glass of the type used in the 1920s and earlier was also found. 
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Above to the left of the camera lens cover is a piece of plate that has a green border 
(does not show well in this photograph) and on the right is the area where it was 
found near the sewer man-hole.  The next four photographs show the site of a 1920s 
piece of glass found on the block and photographs of the glass. The photographs were 
taken on 4th December 2004. 
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Above leather found on Block 1, Section 128 on 4th December 2004.  Below are 
pieces of purple glass (1920s) found near the road in the area of the block.   
 

Above – Two sides of mudstone that has been worked. Below left is a piece of metal 
picked up on the block.
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The next series of photographs are of a few of the artefacts found prior to November 
2004. 
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The edge of the metal section of the end of the broken blade has been used as a 
scraper.  The lettering is hard to read but it is Sheffield. Below are two rocks found on 
site that have been used as tools. 
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Pieces of charcoal and glass placed on top of big rock in first arrangement.  They 
were found during the process of brushing back soil near this rock. On the right is a 
photograph of a piece of the green glass (washed).  Below a coke bottle around the 
same vintage as the others found on site. 
 

Above  – iron being examined by Karen Williams and John Bruggeman.  This piece 
worked by a blacksmith.   
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Further Observations 
 
Because of the imminent threat of the arrangements being destroyed with the 
development of the block I decided to continue the earlier work and examine in more 
detail the central arrangements between the area of the big rectangular arrangement 
and roughly the area of the road that transverses the block.  Because of protection 
from the elements and leaf litter from trees, the arrangements here are in many cases 
covered or partly covered with leaf litter and hidden by grass. 
 
The following is information gleaned during the last couple of weeks of November 
and December 2004.  The arrangements have only had the areas near them brushed 
back with a soft brush.  It is possible that other stones may be under those exposed. 
 
As I began to uncover the arrangements I realized that to the south of the big 
arrangement (diagram below on next page) there are three major groups.  Each is 
dominated by a larger oval- or semi-circular line of rocks that are linked via 
undulating lines of rocks and/or visually (because of proximity and spaced rocks) to 
smaller half circles and circles.  There may be more rocks under ground surface.  The 
present examination consisted of brushing back loose earth and not the removal of 
earth by digging. This area of concentrated rock arrangements is under the trees and it 
extends back on the block for roughly for around 100 metres.   The full length of the 
arrangements on the block is around double this figure.  The remainder of the rock 
arrangements are found north of the old track that cuts across the block and are less 
protected than those found in the section now being discussed.  Some are on the 
western border.  In the area of the trees the arrangements have been protected by leaf 
litter and grass.  The one thing the arrangements have in common is that the majority 
of rocks sit on the original surface of the land. Some have been disturbed by 
kangaroos.  Both creeks have been filled in and in these areas the land is severely 
disturbed.  The main intercepting sewer tunnel is under the block and a manhole is on 
the block near Alexandrina Drive. 
 
Within this area of concentrated arrangements there are also others near wattle trees 
cut off at the base of the trunks and a few near the river red gums, casuarina and elm 
trees planted around 1950-52.4 Two, around a river red gums, are full circles.  Each 
has inserted into the pattern, a bottle (1960s).  There are two other arrangements that 
contain glass – one that has two Nestle jars, another with single glass bottle (not 
examined because it is the only one not removed from its base of clay by 
person/person’s unknown5).  The third glass bottle was disturbed in 
September/October this year.  The fourth glass jar has not been disturbed because leaf 
litter obscured it.  This is one of the two that has a full circle of rocks around a planted 
tree. 
 
4 Dating made from aerial photographs.  No records of the plantings have been found in archival 
documents.   Some such as a circular group near the corner of Commonwealth Avenue and State Circle 
on the western corner show up in 1928/29 aerial photographs. 
5 I informed the NCA, National Trust and ACT Heritage around September 2003 when I found two of 
the arrangements with glass.  I sent photographs and how to find.  Within a few days both had their 
containers dug out of the ground and examined.  The third one was dug out in September – October 
2004 at the time of the Heritage report.  Earlier in mid September just before the first meeting with the 
archaeologist working for the Officer firm rocks were removed from each of the major arrangements 
and returned after the report was accepted by the NCA.  
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There are also a number of small mounds in this area that do not appear to have rock 
arrangements around or near them.  There are cut off wattle tree trunks in them. One 
example is shown in the next photograph.   
 

Some arrangements are oval and other shapes and are not near trees or mounds.  One 
example is shown below.  It consists of two curved lines. 
 

During the process of uncovering the first of the major arrangements in the central 
area I noticed that there are similarities between the big rectangular arrangement and 
the nearest central arrangement..  Both have a raised stone that dominates a semi-
circular area.  The next photograph shows a detail of the raised rock in the large 
rectangular arrangement and below it two examples of the raised rock in the first of 
the central arrangements.  
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White shale used in both arrangements.  It may be that the big rectangular 
arrangement and the first of the central arrangements are linked in some manner.   
Note the wattle tree trunk cut off near ground.  Whether the tree was there before or 
after the rocks were placed is not known. 
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During the process of examining the central arrangements – there are three – I noticed 
that many have incorporated into them pieces of white shale (ochre) that range in size 
from a fifty cent piece to dinner plate size.  White quartz (both pieces and river rocks) 
along with black river rocks is also incorporated into the majority of patterns.6

Below is an example of small piece of quartz included in the arrangement on the 
western edge of the block overlooking the creek.  Also included in this photograph are 
two fragments of clear glass turned a light purple and fragment of brown glass found 
on the site. 
 

6 This reference is for another area, but speaks about the use of white quartz rocks to mark graves. The 
bodies of Tommy Governor’s wife and daughters were buried in a seated position in the traditional 
manner. The information comes from Around the Black Stump researched by Roy Cameron of the 
Coolah Shire Council.  This is an excerpt from an article written by George Denman in 1982.  Tommy 
Governor lived at Denison Town opposite the Denison Town Cemetery in Matthew Bowman’s paddock 
near the Talbragar River.  His wife and daughters are buried there and evidence of their graves may 
still be seen with circles of white quartz stones around them.  They were buried sitting up as was their 
custom.  Tommy Governor is buried near the three-mile on Pine Ridge above the old piggery. 
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EXAMPLES OF ROCKS NEAR TREES. 
 

I repeat – whether the rocks were placed near the trees or vice versa is not known.  
The majority are found near cut off wattle tree trunks that were self sown trees. 

 

Common to many of these smaller arrangements is one or more rocks such as the one 
seen in the above photograph on the right that stand apart from the main group.  I 
wondered if these might be pointer rocks.  They lead one’s gaze towards the gaps 
between the hills. 
 

Note also that there is variation in the colours of the rocks used.  The dog’s name is 
Calisto. 
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Two rocks stand out here.  The one certain thing is that rocks found on this block had 
to be carried to the site.  Hence even a single rock found was placed on the block.   
 

On the rocks in the above photograph is lichen. 
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Note in the above left photograph the incorporation of the white quartz and black river 
rocks and another piece of quartz in the arrangement. 
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Note the quartz and black river rocks used in the above arrangements.  They may have 
been disturbed by the resident kangaroo population. 
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NEAR ALEXANDRINA DRIVE 
 

This area has only had a cursory examination.  When Alexandrina Drive was 
constructed it cut into the peninsula of high land. Above, detail from July 1952 aerial 
photograph showing the sewer vent structure and Alexandrina Drive.  Note the light 
colour of the soil that may be linked with the sewer workings – spread of mullock? 
Below a photograph taken 27th November 2004 showing Alexandrina Drive below.   
 

In the end of the block nearest to Alexandrina Drive is the concrete sewer vent 
manhole and an early survey mark.  There are several more survey marks in the park. 
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Below is a photograph of the casuarina and gum trees near Alexandrina Drive.  The 
roundabout below the Hotel Canberra is near the red car in mid distance left.  The oak 
trees in the background are not on the high peninsula of land. 
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Below is another view of the eastern side of  the block with prunus trees. 
 

The river rocks may have come from the old creek that was a major one in the area – 
or from the Molonglo River – or brought there during the work on the sewer – or a 
combination? 

 



50

Above is a diagram of arrangements recently found near Alexandrina Drive.  There 
are a number of rock arrangements in this area.   One oval shape has no tree near or in 
it.  Four gum trees, however, do have piles of river rocks that may have been planted 
within the piles or the rocks placed there later.  One of the trees is marked T40.  It is 
possible that the arrangements extended further north than today – Alexandrina Drive 
cuts through this area and on the other side is Lotus Bay.   
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The pebbles found in this area may be part of the sewer workings that used river 
pebbles in the concrete.   
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THE WESTERN SIDE 
 
This area has been examined in A History of Human Habitation of Stirling Park, 
Yarralumla, ACT.  However, it is relevant to mention this section again in this work.  
The majority of arrangements in this area are on the natural clay soil away from tree 
plantings.  There are several circles around a metre to two metres across.  Some have 
undulating lines connected to the main circle.  One large arrangement dominates the 
western side.  The next two photographs are details of that arrangement taken by John 
Bruggeman in 2003.  The Navin Officer report refers to this arrangement as a 
European garden bed. 
 

John Bruggeman took the above photograph and used a ladder to get the height 
necessary to see the arrangement.  The Navin Officer firm refers to this as a European 
garden bed. 
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Above – arrows point to one of the rock arrangements on the western side of the block 
and below John Bruggeman near another arrangement.  The bag in the background is 
near the big arrangement shown on page 51. 
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