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THE WESTLAKE CAMPS 1922-1928 
No 3 Sewer Camp; Tradesmen’s Camp; No 1 Labourers Camp; Police men’s Camp. 

 
NO 3 SEWER CAMP IN THE GAP, WESTLAKE 1922-1925

 
Above: Hawke family photograph – Andy Hawke fourth from right. Stirling Ridge – in the background tents of No 3 
Sewer Camp and Westlake cottages. Note the skips that held the earth dug from the tunnel below. Circa 1924.  
Below: Map showing the sewer line from Western Creek . 
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The first camp established in the Gura Bung Dhaura Hills [Westlake] following the resumption of work on the city 
in 1921 was No 3 Sewer in The Gap. It was set up in 1922 and moved mid 1925.  Left behind was the Mess building 
which became the first Westlake Hall used by the people who lived in The Gap Cottages.  The change of use was 
noted in The Queanbeyan Age 4 September 1925: WESTLAKE (From Our Correspondent). The Commissioners 
having given the local residents the mess room of the late No 3 Sewer Camp it will be possible to hold regular 
church services in the locality. This hall will be officially opened to-night, when it is hoped all will do their best 
to make the function a success.  The site originally occupied by the camp is to be laid out as a playing area and 
already a tennis court has been pegged out. Swings for the children will also be erected very soon [in] the locality 
thanks to the untiring efforts of a few of its ‘live wires,’ will have its share of sports and gaiety.  Efforts are 
being made to organize a cricket team and with a stiffening of players from last year’s Hostel Club it should be 
an easy matter to place a strong side in the field. A meeting will be held shortly in connection with the matter 
and a good muster of cricketers is expected. 
 
I met Arthur Freeman and his friend, Ken Dinnerville in the mid 1990s. These two men showed me the sites of 
their homes at Westlake. Arthur had first lived at No 3 Sewer Camp where his father was Mess Caterer.  In 1924 his 
family moved into the tent cottage Tradesmen’s Camp on the hill opposite Lotus Bay and finally into 13 Howie’s 
Cottage before the family moved in 1930 to Causeway.  Ken had lived with his father at the Tradesmen’s Camp 
and then in The Ut Howie’s Cottages before he left the area. Both recalled that although not officially allowed, a 
number of boys lived with their fathers at the Tradesmen’s Camp, and all walked to Telopea Park School. 
 
Arthur who was around 12 or 13 when the family moved into the Sewer Mess told me about the mess and the camp 
in general. The family lived in rooms off the main mess building. The tents of No 3 camp were placed in two rows 
along the lower slope of Stirling Ridge in line with the mess.  In 1926 ten cottages were built on the tent sites.  
The earth channel dug across the hill above the tent line to channel water away from the tents later marked the 
end of the backyards of the cottages. Further up the hill in line with the sewer vent are the sites of a number of 
humpies.  There are numerous rubbish dumps not far from the humpies and in places the earth dumped from the 
small scale mining that took place in the mid 19th century – probably for gold.  These small earth mounds are quite 
different to the earth brought up from the tunnel below. 
 
Arthur recalled that the earth brought up from the tunnel in buckets [one found in the creek] was moved in skips 
along a rail line [see top photograph] and dumped on the ridge. Near the sewer vent known to the locals as The 
Chimney, was a big earth dump of grey limestone that was used at times by children to slide down.  Another big 
dump of orange coloured shale was between cottages 28 and 53.  This dump I walked across most days during my 
time of living at Westlake. 
 
Near the top of Stirling Ridge are several concrete slabs and a concrete lined trench. I was told that one of the 
slabs caps one of the shafts leading down to the tunnel. The trench was probably part of the system of lowering 
the men in a ‘cage’ using a steam driven traction engine down to the tunnel.   

 
 

  
Left: photograph Trish Frei showing the sewer vent on Stirling Ridge and right: Gugler photograph showing the old 
road – marked by arrows – leading to the vent. The sites of humpies were above this road line on the other side of 
the sewer vent. The vent is on a heritage list, but not protected. It is one of three of four surviving vents. 
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Arthur recalled being lowered down the shaft to the tunnel below and walking across to Westridge.  This shaft on 
Stirling Ridge is the deepest in the system and one story told is that the men discovered a silver lode around 40ft 
below the surface.  

 
Above sewer men on Stirling Ridge 

 

 
Above left: Hawke family photograph showing the sewer men who moved the mullock. In the background is Red 
Hill and mid distance the Gura Bung Dhaura Hills [Westlake]. Right: Mullock bucket found in Haines Creek. 
 
An indication of where the major settlements were in the 1920s can be gauged from two advertisements for public 
transport: 

 
The Queanbeyan Age 20 October 1922:  O’Neill’s Motor Bus Service TO AND FROM COTTER RIVER. On and after 
Saturday next, October 21, the Motor Bus will run fortnightly to the Cotter River as under:- FROM COTTER 
(Saturday): Leave 12.30, Sewer 1pm, Brickyards 1.10pm, Avenue 1.20 pm, Acton Cross Roads 1.25. Power House 
1.40, Molonglo 2pm, arriving Queanbeyan 2.15pm.  RETURN (Sunday). Leave Queanbeyan 1.50pm.  SATURDAYS: 
Leave Queanbeyan every Saturday night after the pictures for Sewer via Acton Cross Roads, Avenue and 
brickyards. FARES: To Cotter, Single 3/6 Return 7/-; To Sewer, Single 2/6, return 5/-; Brickyards 2/6, return 5/-; 
Avenue, Acton, Cross Roads, Power House and Eastlake, single 2/-. Return 4/-; To Molonglo Single 1/-. Return 2/-
. Booking Office at Mr Theo Cooper’ Monaro Street. TR O’Neill Proprietor. 
 
No 1 Sewer Camp was near the turn off to the RSPCA off the Cotter Road. The Avenue is either Perth or 
Commonwealth Avenues.  Acton Cross Roads I believe was the cross-roads near the Forrest Fire Station.  Acton in 
the 1920s covered a much larger area than today and included a large portion of the south side of the Molonglo 
River including Westlake and probably the area up to the Power House site. 
 
CANBERRA MOTOR SERVICE [1923-1925]:The following advertisement refers to the 1923 run. 
Mr RF Tetley intends running a regular motor service between Canberra and Queanbeyan putting is commodious 
Char-a-banc with commodious seating accommodation for 40 passengers on the road. He will leave Canberra at 
1.30pm on Saturday next calling at the Power House and Molonglo Camp en route leaving Queanbeyan again at 
5.30pm.  Ladies who will be specially catered for will thus have the opportunity of doing their shopping and 
getting home again in time for tea. If sufficient support is forthcoming the service will be extended to meet the 
needs of all centres in the Territory. 
 
Advertisement in the Queanbeyan Canberra Advocate 11 June 1925 - repeated during June and July 1925: 
Canberra – Queanbeyan Night Motor Service. Leaves Westridge [Brickyards] 7pm Monday to Friday via Westlake, 
Tradesmen’s Camp, Hostel [Hotel Canberra], Acton Cross Roads, Power House, Molonglo arriving at Queanbeyan 
to meet the Mail Train from Sydney.  Leaves Queanbeyan after arrival at 4.11am Cooma Mail. RF Tetley 
Proprietor. 
It continued to detail the Day Service that left Westridge at 8.45am and returned 9.30pm. 
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THE TRADESMEN’S CAMPS  
From archival documents and other contemporary sources such as The Canberra Community News, one becomes 
aware that there was more than one Tradesmen’s Camp. The one established at Westlake for men working on the 
Provisional Parliament House is referred to as the OLD TRADESMEN’S camp. This particular camp may have had its 
beginnings in 1921 when one of the barracks at the ex-Molonglo internment camp was converted into rooms for 
150 single tradesmen.  
 
Another early Tradesmen’s tent camp was established in 1922 at Blandfordia (Forrest).The population of this camp 
in May 1924 was 94. Oral histories place this camp near the Forrest Bowling Club (corner National Circuit & 
Canberra Avenue, Forrest). It is possible that this site was chosen to be near the construction work of 16 small 
brick cottages erected in 1923 in Franklin and Ducane Streets, Blandfordia [Forrest] for blue collar workers. This 
site is also close to the Hotel Kurrajong that opened 12 December 1926.  
 
Northbourne Camp in Haig Park near Northbourne Avenue was another Tradesmen’s Camp. It was established in 
March 1926 and was moved in 1927 to a Mt. Ainslie site near an earlier camp. One of the men in this Northbourne 
Camp was LHB Lasetter who worked as a carpenter in the territory. The new Mt Ainslie Camp was a cubicle camp 
and the site was near the corner of Ebden and Chisholm Streets Ainslie. This camp officially closed in 1928, but 
was used by married men with families moving through the territory during the Great Depression. Some evidence 
of this camp is still found on Mt Ainslie.  
 
WESTLAKE, OLD TRADESMEN’S CAMP 1923-1928 
The importance of this camp is that it was constructed on the hillside opposite Lotus Bay in what is now Block 3, 
Section 128 Stirling Park, Yarralumla. Because no permanent development has taken place [2011] in this area of 
the park the remains of the camp’s drainage systems and sites of timber buildings are still clearly visible and 
provide us with information about the 1920s construction camps. Walking tracks on this hillside still lead to non-
existent buildings.  Some details about the work carried out on this site are provided later in this chapter.  
 
This camp was established at Westlake in 1923. It differed to other camps in two respects. The tents of this camp 
had wooden floors and sides and the men formed a cooperative and employed their own mess caterer. [Mrs 
Erikson] 
 
Correspondence from the FCC to A Britton, Secretary of the Co-operative Mess used the address – Perth Avenue 
and Westlake. Perth Avenue was not constructed at the time of the camp. However, the use of Perth Avenue 
suggests that this camp may also be the one referred to as the Avenue Camp.   
 
The men who lived in the Westlake Tradesmen’s Camp worked on the construction of the Provisional Parliament 
House and nearby administrative buildings. Following the completion of the work on this site in 1927 the 
tradesmen of the Westlake camp were moved in February 1928 to Parkes Barracks and other camps. Evidence of 
their work is found in the numerous bricks used in the drainage systems at their camp that bear the same frog 
markings as the bricks used in the construction of the Provisional Parliament House.  
 
A letter with the heading FEDERAL CAPITAL COMMISSION dated 2 November 1927 to Mr A Britton, Old Tradesmen’s 
Mess, WESTLAKE, FEDERAL TERRITORY from J McDowell, Industrial Officer Federal Capital Commission informs of 
the men of the Westlake camp about the proposed closure of their camp and the transfer of the men to other 
camps. This letter does not mention Parkes Barracks where many if not most of the men did move. [The letter 
reads as follows:  
 

Dear Sir,  
You will recall sometime ago that I informed you verbally that it was the intention of the Commission to 
abolish the Old Tradesmen’s Mess and to transfer the employees living therein to Capitol Hill Barracks.  
 
I have now to inform you that the proposed transfer will take effect from the 23rd November 1927, this 
date coinciding with the end of the tradesmen’s pay period.  As the proposed extensions to Capitol Hill 
Barracks will not be finished for sometime, the transfer will be effected as follows: 
 
All employees of the Federal Capital Commission will be accommodated at Capitol Hill Barracks.  
Until such time as the extension to Capitol Hill Barracks is completed, contractors employees will be 
accommodated in the Tradesmen’s Mess either at Molonglo or Mount Ainslie, and endeavours will be 
made as far as possible to allot them to these Messes in accordance with the location of their 
employment.  
 
Lists are now being prepared and when completed will be posted in the dining room of the Old 
Tradesmen’s Mess to enable men living there at present to ascertain where they are being transferred 
to… i 
 

Further articles in The Canberra Times and in archival documents indicate that the final move for the majority of 
the men was to Parkes Barracks around February 1928.   
 
The Canberra Times 21 February 1928: NEW BARRACKS – A CO-OPERATIVE MESS COMPLETED AT PARKES.  Canvas 
tents for the Commission workmen have been gradually replaced by wooden barracks with neat cubicles fitted 
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with electric light and other accessories to comfort. With the transfer of the occupants of the old Tradesmen’s 
Camp to the new barracks at Parkes, which has now been completed will come the end of the system of ‘canvas 
cities’ in Canberra. Ice-cold and comfortless in winter; repellant and unsightly always.  The men will move to 
their new quarters during the present week and a novel feature of the new domicile at Parkes will be a co-
operative mess which is being tried for the first time in Canberra. [This is incorrect. The Tradesmen’s Camp at 
Westlake and probably earlier had a co-operative Mess] If this new system proves a success it will probably be 
followed by the occupants of other barracks. ii  
 
Parkes Barracks, originally 4 Sewer Camp was converted from tent camp into a cubicle camp. It was situated on 
the southern bank of the Molonglo River opposite the Provisional Parliament House. An inventory of Parkes 
Barracks is available in National Archives of Australia. It notes that the camp’s timber buildings were a Mess 16ft x 
31ft; Kitchen 16ft x 27 ft; Drying Room, 4 Store Rooms and one room 16ft x 12 ft used by the cooks; 8 lavatories; 3 
showers; 3 baths and a laundry with three sets of troughs. There were 43 cubicles on the site – each shared by two 
men. 
 
From February1931 the former Parkes Barracks was used for accommodation for single men passing through the 
territory in search of work. Here the unemployed men, who were not allowed to work in the territory, were 
provided with two weeks respite before being moved on. They were given a basic ration of 3 pounds meat, 4 
ounces tea, quarter pound butter or margarine, 3 loaves bread, 12 pounds potatoes, 12 ounces jam, 1 pound sugar 
and one bar of soap. The camp closed sometime in the 1930s.  
 
OLD TRADESMEN’S CAMP, WESTLAKE – THE SITE  
The site of the Westlake camp is on the hillside opposite Lotus Bay Yarralumla on Section 128, Block 3 Stirling Park 
and it probable that this camp extended up the hill onto the sites now occupied by the Singapore High 
Commission, Brazilian and French Embassies in Forster Crescent. The quagmire marked the western side of the 
camp and it was next to this natural drainage system that the camp’s laundry, lavatories, bathing buildings were 
placed. The quagmire formed a natural boundary between the camp and Howie’s Settlement (1922-1931).  
 
Cutting across the hillside through the camp site is an old road that is probably the one referred to by Moriarty in 
his 1912 descriptions of properties. Moriarty notes that the road was constructed 1890 and linked Briar Farm to a 
gate near the site of Hotel Canberra. I believe it to be an earlier track used by the 1860s when stone was moved 
from the quarry [Attunga Point] to St John the Baptist Church now in the suburb of Reid.  There is evidence that 
there was another road in the vicinity of Forster Crescent that was probably used. 
 
The camp site was an excellent one. It was above the tree line and sheltered in the curve of the rocky hill where it 
was protected from the strong winds that swept the open paddocks of the territory.  The camp faced north to 
receive the benefit of the morning sun and the old tracks and roads in the area provided good access to work sites.  
 

 
 
The above photograph shows the camp taken from the hillside above it looking towards Black Mountain in the 
distance. Note the rocky nature of the terrain and the ditch that cuts across the hill below the road. This ditch is 
still in situ.  Below is a photograph taken from the opposite side to the one above. It is a detail of the background 
of a photograph of the policemen’s camp May 1927 in the area of the Chinese Embassy near Flynn Drive. Note that 
there are two roads – one above the timber buildings and another below. 
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Camp Population  
The numbers in this camp, as in other camps, varied according to work needs and whether or not the married men 
in the camp were lucky enough to be allocated one of the cottages constructed for their class. A Memorandum to 
the Transport Officer from the Federal Capital Commission dated 11 May 1925 noted the population numbers in 
the various settlements and camps.iii The population of Westlake Camps was: 
 
Tradesmen’s Mess   110 [55 tents] 
No 1 Daniels Mess    150 [Herbert Daniel was the Mess Caterer for No. 1 Labourers] 
No. 3 Sewer Camp Men’s Labourers on top of Gap 100 [Stirling Ridge] 
     Say 700 
The 27 July 1927 the Sanitation Report noted that the population of the Tradesmen’s Camp had dropped to 85. 
Part of the report reads:  
 
OLD TRADES CAMP, WESTLAKE Being demolished and accommodation being provided at Capitol Hill. 44 tents 
raised on wooden sides, upper canvas portions not in good repair, floors of wood in sections, litter under some 
floors, bins provided but lids not used. Mess Room and kitchen provided and run on co-operative lines instead of 
usual contracting caterer…  
 
Recommendations  

1. Rake under huts where necessary and keep garbage receptacles covered.  
2. Kitchen – improve natural lighting if demolition delayed also rejoint kitchen benches.  
3. Sanitary blocks – drainage to long quagmire to be shortened and directed to shallow trenched patches – 

used alternatively.  
4. Earth closets – institute portable boxes with lids for pans in lieu of fixed uncovered seats if conveniences 

remain.  
 
THE CAMP -ACCOMMODATION  
Each tent was 12 foot x 10 foot and was shared by two men. Some may have had a tin fireplace added. 
Contemporary photographs show that the tents were arranged in tight rows with little space between each. A 
photograph published in the Christmas 1925 Canberra Illustrated shows the tents packed together in tight rows. 
Note the washing line on left and in the distance the Hotel Canberra. 
 

  
It is probable that a number of the men planted gardens. No photographs to date have been found of gardens at 
the Tradesmen’s Camp. However, contemporary photographs of the tents at No 1 Labourers Camp show a number 
of gardens including one with a brick border. A similar sawtooth brick pattern has been found in the area of the 
Ablution blocks at the Tradesmen’s Camp. Nearby are white iris flowers and hyacinths that flower most years. An 
old strawberry patch is nearby. 
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Above: Detail of a photograph of No 1 Camp showing brick edged garden near third tent from the right. 
 
 
 
Electricity & Water 
The camp’s timber buildings were connected to electricity and water. At least one tap was provided in the 
grounds for use by the men. The power poles alongside the lower side of the old road that cuts across the hill 
follow the original line of power poles. They carried electricity to Howie’s, Tradesmen’s Camp, No 3 Sewer Camp 
and Westlake Cottages. The nearby farm cottages - Briar and Kaye’s Klensendorlffe farms - missed out.  
 
Evidence of the lighting used by the men has been found in the dumps and on the site of the Sanitation buildings. 
At the latter a squashed metal section of kerosene lamp was discovered. Ever Ready batteries were found in 
dumps suggesting that some men used torches and from Canberra Times articles it is known that candles were also 
used.  
 

 
 
TIMBER BUILDINGS  
The timber buildings provided included mess, storage, recreation, laundry, lavatory and bathing blocks. All the 
timber buildings were hauled to the site by steam driver traction engines and were situated on the perimeter of 
the tent block. The Queanbeyan Age 2 July 1925: the Federal Capital Commission in this issue invites tenders for 
the erection of a store building at Eastlake and two additional cubicle blocks at the Tradesmen’s Camp near 
Capitol Hill 
 
ACCOMMODATION FOR MESS CATERER 
The men of the Tradesmen’s Camp formed a co-operative - Building Trades Co-op Mess - and employed their own 
Caterer. Their elected secretary was A Britton.  The Mess Caterer employed by the Co-operative was Mrs Erikson. 
It is probable that she and her husband lived in a tent cottage until 1924 when a Westlake cottage in The Gap 
became available. (Herbert Daniel of No 1 Labourers Camp was also provided with a Westlake Cottage.)  
 
Following the move of the Erikson family the tent cottage was rented by Arthur Freeman Snr and his family until 
they moved in 1927 into 13 Howie’s Cottages. A document that I came across stated that Arthur Freeman Sn was 
mess caterer Tradesmen’s Camp, but this is not the family’s recollection. 
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Above left is a photograph loaned by Arthur Freeman Jnr showing the hessian fence around their tent home. The 
tree in the background on the left still grows on the hill – see photograph on right – taken from different angle.  
 
Arthur Freeman Jr told me that during the time of living in the tent the family had the use of two timber buildings 
- a kitchen and storage area.  The timber lavatory outhouse structure used by the family was placed on a concrete 
slab that is still in situ on the hillside. It is in the vicinity of Howie’s cottages 1 and 2.  A number of photographs 
including one of Freeman children show the lavatory in the background.  
 
The Mess, Storage & Recreation Buildings 
The exact sites of these buildings are not known, but nearby to the location of Freeman’s tent is evidence on the 
ground of four or more building sites. One is above the old road. This building may be the one shown in 
background the police camp photograph. On this site there are a number of zig-zag channels dug down the slope of 
the hill linking a number of small holes – one of which is rock lined.  
 
Another building site is further to the east just below Forster Crescent road and another on the lower side of the 
old road.  The second site is further to the east again and just below Forster Crescent.  
 
There is also evidence of a timber building site on the lower side of the old road. In that area near a light pole is a 
big drain that joins the road. Earth has been excavated to allow the building to sit on a flattened area of land.  
 

 
Above: Photograph showing site of building on lower side of the old road. The timber uprights mark the two ends 
of the building. 
 
Site of Laundry, Lavatory & Bathing Buildings Tradesmen's Camp  
A rectangular shaped area of land on the eastern side of the quagmire between Forster Crescent and an old road 
that cuts across the hillside shows clearly the sites of the buildings (laundry, lavatory, bathing) erected on the site 
and the drainage systems used to direct water to the quagmire.  
 
There is evidence that two sets of buildings were erected here. A document found in National Archives of Australia 
dated October 1925 support this theory. This document showed the building plans for new bath/shower block and 
new lavatory area to be erected on the site.  
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Above: Plans for second set of buildings erected on land to the east of the quagmire below the first set of 
buildings. 
 
I believe that Forster Crescent may cut through part of the land where the first set of buildings were erected. The 
second group of buildings commence about half way down the hill and differs to the first in that a shallow trench 
has been added to the drainage system. This trench is referred to in the July 1927 Sanitation Report.  
 
Gary Skewes using a metal detector found the remains of water pipes still in situ in the ground on the site near the 
old road.  Both sites use larger pipes set into the ground - metal on the upper site and concrete on the lower -to 
direct water away from buildings to quagmire via drains. Both areas use rock and brick lines to direct and slow 
down water on its way to the quagmire. In the upper area broken bricks - some with concrete adhering - 
predominate and in the lower section river rocks were used. Each section has a large circular hole about one and 
half metres diameter by around a metre in depth. On the lower slope side of each hole a number of smaller 
channels were dug to direct water to the quagmire and towards the road.  
 
Large rocks placed between buildings and quagmire were used as part of the drainage systems. Around each earth 
has been dug away and in the case of one a number of small river rocks have been placed on the upper side of the 
hole – probably to prevent erosion of the soil. The purpose of each may be to slow the water flow on the way to 
the quagmire. A similar arrangement is found on the eastern side of the camp just below Forster Crescent. Nearby 
is a honeysuckle vine. Another grows in the quagmire. This plant was often used near outdoor lavatories.  
 
 

 
LAVATORY BLOCK  
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The Lavatory Block according to the October 1925 plan consisted of a urinal and four closets with pans. This plan 
indicated that a concrete slab was part of the design. Because no slabs have been found in the area of the 
Tradesmen’s Camp in Stirling Park it is probable that timber floors were used.iv In the nearby quagmire a dump 
was found and in it were pieces of heavy-duty brown lino of the type used in office buildings. It may be that lino 
was used in this building?  
 
Information about the collection of the night soil is found in National Archives of Australia.v One document for the 
period 20 September to 26 December 1927 notes that Tradesmen's Mess and No 1 [Labourers Camp] Westlake had 
252 services. The cost was £15 pounds/15/-. The reference to No 1 Labourers Camp is confusing in that the 1927 
Sanitation Report states that the camp at that time was connected to the sewer. Another document that I read 
suggested that No 1 Camp was connected to a septic tank. It is possible that pans and connections to septic and 
main intercepting sewer were used at No 1?  
 
On 28 July 1927 a new sanitation motorized vehicle was put into use. However it is probable that the camp 
continued to be serviced by horse and dray. Further evidence of the latter method of collecting and replacing pans 
is found on the hillside nearby to the probable site of the 1925 lavatory block. A track links the old road to an area 
of flattened land sufficient size to allow a horse and dray to turn and back up to a cutaway earth ledge that would 
have made it easier to load the full pans on the back of the dray. A walking track links the loading area with the 
building site.  

 
There may have been more than one block of lavatories in the Tradesmen’s Camp.  Another possible site for 
lavatories is on the lower side of the road near the quagmire. There is evidence of a building in this area and 
nearby second shallow trench around 3metres long by half a metre across. A number of documents refer to bails of 
straw being made available near tent sites for men to use as a urinal. 
 
Rubbish Left Behind When the Tradesmen Left  
When the men left they cleaned the site. However, a number of small dumps have been found that contain items 
such as broken beer bottles and crockery. Other items that still come to the surface include codds, saucepan, 
padlock, metal tent peg, crocks, bullet cases, nails, metal lids of tobacco tins and a Commonwealth teaspoon. 
Each of the old trees shows evidence of man’s use. Branches were cut for purposes such as firewood and one tree 
still has a metal cable around its trunk – probably left there by the sewer men on their way through the area.  
 

  
 
 
Who were the men who lived at the Old Tradesmen’s Camp at Westlake and Parkes Barracks? No lists have been 
found. However the 1928 Electoral Roll lists the men (over 21 who were British or Australian citizens) living at 
Parkes Barracks. It is possible that most if not all were former residents of the Westlake Tradesmen’s Camp. 
Following is this list:  
BULL, Frank   haulage contractor  
BRITTON, Albert   clerk  
CRUMP, George   cook  
EDWARDS, Albert  engine driver  
FOSTER, Charles   caretaker  
HAMPELL, Arthur  boiler attendant  
HENDERSON, James  fencer  
JACKSON, Victor   labourer  
LANE, Frank   plumber 
LOW, William   labourer  
McKEE, Michael   labourer  
McNEELY, Anthony  labourer 
McCORMACK, Thomas  watchman  
NORMAN, Bridget & Godfrey home duties & cook 
O’REILLY, John   contractor  
PARSONS, Clarence  labourer  
PAYNE, Charles   cleaner  
PENTLAND, Colin  driver  
QUINN, James   labourer  
RANKIN, William   machinist  

RYAN, Michael   labourer  
SARGEANT, Robert  labourer  
SIMONS, William   labourer  
SIMPSON, Alexander  labourer  
SKINNER, Richard  labourer  
SMITH, James   labourer  
SMITH, Leslie   labourer  
STEWART, Edward  carpenter 
SWEENEY, David   carpenter 
TALBOT, Patrick   labourer  
TAYLOR, Robert   painter 
WALKER, William  labourer  
WALLACE, Alexander  labourer  
WILSON, James   craneman  
 
TRADESMEN’S CAMP (no address) 
CARGILL, Peter   labourer  
DUGGAN, James   lineman  
GREEN, Edward   gardener  
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Note the majority of men have the occupation of labourer. This suggests that some of the Tradesmen had already 
left and been replaced by labourers and/or the term labourer used as a generic term to describe occupation. 
Harold Tuson who was one of the four men in charge of forestry work including plantings and other forestry work 
from 1926 put down his occupation as LABOURER. It is possible that many other workmen did the same.  
 
The Tradesmen who were moved from Parkes Barracks on 29 July 1929 wrote a letter of complaint to the Federal 
Capital Commission re the move to Causeway. The men who signed were: 
BARBER, L  
BLAND, J  
BRITTON, A  
EMESS, ?  
GRAHAM, J  
HARSHAW, Andrew  
HESLAM, AW  
KELLY,   
KNUDSON, K  
O’CONNOR, J  

McGINN, M  
MURRAY, C  
SIMONS, WG  
SIMPSON, A  
SMITH, A  
SMITH, GB  
SMITH, J  
WILSON, G  
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The Ablutions Area Tradesmen's Camp Westlake 
Study Area 2003 & GPS 2010 

 
 

 
 
Above - aerial view (2009) of East Stirling Park. The arrow points to the general area of the ablution's area and it 
stretches between the modern road of Forster Crescent down to the old road that cuts across the hill.  The original 
camp extended over into the area of the embassies in Forster Crescent. 
 
Following is a detail of the GPS work carried out by John Bruggeman and Ann Gugler on 20 October – numbers 26-
53. In addition to the area of the Tradesmen’s Camp sites not covered in the earlier study were added including 
the remaining Westlake septic tank site. 
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26 Westlake Septic Tank – it is in this general area. The growth of flowers, vines etc have covered the area 
making it difficult to find the exact spot.  This tank is documented in other files. It is in Section 128 Block 4 
Stirling Park, Yarralumla which is a block set aside for an undeveloped road.  Above right: Photograph of the area 
of the septic tank 20 October 2010 and below details of the tank and site c2000.  The photograph with Henry 
shows the section between the two large parts of the tank. 

 
 
 

27 Westlake Plaque – on George Sykes’ backyard – below Empire Circuit.  The small square  marked on tehe 
aerial map above this site marks one of the survey marks. 

  
The site of the plaque is far right and the sign on left. Westlake Walk.  On the right detail of the plaque courtesy 
Trish Frei. 

 
28  Aboriginal scarred tree – Blakely’s Red Gum.  This is in the area of Howie’s Settlement above the cottages 
opposite the Finnish Embassy.  The street is Forster Crescent, Yarralumla. 

 
29 Aboriginal scarred tree – Blakely’s Red Gum. This tree is in the area of Howie’s Settlement above the 
cottages.  The nearby hillside shows evidence of small scale mining activity probably carried out in the 1860s. 
30 Aboriginal scarred tree – Yellow Box 
31 Milk Bottle 1 Pint NSW Fresh Food & Ice clear glass & Soft drink bottle approx 500ml AGM with skirt on 
base.  The AGM with skirt on the base was used between the 1930s and early 1960s. 
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TRADESMEN’S CAMP ABLUTION AREA 
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Not shown on the above diagram are the series of stone arrangements in the area marked 24 large paces to the old 
road.  
 
The area is now overgrown.  This work of noting what is on site was carried out during the period of drought which 
allowed many of the areas to be seen relatively clearly.   Karen Williams and John Bruggeman worked with me to 
measure the vertical drop of the land, marking the major sites.  The following photographs show details of work 
and the concrete pipe inserted into the ground to remove water from a building.  The quagmire was used as part 
of the drainage system. 

  
32 Plaque on concrete post – “Westlake – Old Tradesmen’s Camp 1923-1927’.  Iris plants in area and Button 
Wrinklewort in the area.  Also undulating line of bricks, remains of concrete path. Large drainage hole of the type 
found in other areas in the park.  There is another similar drainage hole on the lower part of the hill near the old 
road. 
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33 Another Drainage hole at top of the hill. This belongs to the first ablution buildings. Part of a metal outlet 
pipe shows in the edge of the hole.  Pieces of lead and metal corrugated iron also found in this area.  Detritus 
found all round here. 

 
34 Large boulder in the nearby quagmire. It is one of a number probably used as part of the drainage system.  
In the quagmire I found the remains of rubbish that included broken ceramic soft drink containers, remains of 
brown lino of the type used in offices and communal buildings, etc. 

 
Above: Karen Williams & John Bruggeman measuring the area of one of the buildings. c2000 

 
35 Drainage line that has a concrete pipe set in the ground and stones to direct water [see b/w photograph 
page 13] 
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Above: Piece of tile Marked DEPT OF WORKS & RAILWS BRICKWORKS, FEDERAL TERRITORY – found above the trench 
shown in diagram above.  The two photographs on previous page show details of work on the area in the diagram 
and a photograph of the drainage pipe on right marked as 3ft 5in. 
36 Brick sawtooth pattern undulating retaining line of red bricks.   
These are hard to find now because of movement of earth.  There are also undulating lines of stones that may 
have served a similar purpose. Below left: photograph of sawtooth pattern taken 20 October 10 and below right 
undulating line of rocks further down the hill from sawtooth pattern – photograph taken 2003. Similar patterns are 
found throughout the park.  On the opposite side of the quagmire to these stones is a strawberry patch marked by 
a yellow concrete NCA post. 

  
 
 

37 Drainage sump near big old Yellow Box with limbs cut off. Nearby on the eastern side down to the area of 
the old road are a number of stone arrangements that are similar to other patterns found throughout the park – 
identified by Ngunawal by elders.  The photograph was taken from the road looking up the hill. 

  
38 Aboriginal stone arrangements in surrounding three metre area just south of the old roadway. Below two 
examples circa 2003. 
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Below: one of the large rocks near the quagmire used as part of the drainage system c2003 In the area above the 
rock there are small pebbles set into the ground. On right 20 October 2010 photograph of the road where it crosses 
the quagmire showing how overgrown it is now.  

  
39 Building site Tradesmen’s Camp, drainage channels and sumps – one at top is lined with stones.  The 
drainage channels go down to the roadway – zig-zag.  This site is to the east of the ablution area. 

 
Above: Detail of the rock lined hole – photo taken c2000.  It is marked in the following mud map. This map should 
have the heading Tradesmen’s Camp not No 1 Labourers Camp. 
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40 Dump area 50m x 50m and associated with sites 41 and 42. 

  
41 Building site, signs of drainage channels 
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42  Glass & metal detritus [including tobacco tin lid] all around  - bottom right photograph cut bone. 

 
 

 
43 Large boulder in area below Lord Casey’s back yard on the opposite side of Forster Crescent road.  It is in 
a hole and has drainage channel below. Nearby grows one of the vines often found near outdoor lavatories. 

  
44  Big dump in drainage channel. Big burn area around 10m x 5m,oyster shells, charcoal, broken crocks, 
remains of tiles made at the Canberra Brickworks. 
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45 Old telegraph pole cut off at the base. It is set in concrete of the type used in the 1920s.  Aerial 
photographs show a line of telegraph poles coming from the area of the Hotel Canberra.  The telegraph poles that 
run across Block 3 next to the old road and up the hill in the area of Howie’s settlement above the road and on to 
Westlake Cottages, follow the original line. 
 
46 Major stone arrangements – Aboriginal – of the style found in other parts of Stirling Park.  These are on 
the lower side of the old road and indicate that it is probable that Aboriginal people were still practicing 
traditional culture well after European settlement.  vi 

Below: photographs of the larger stone arrangement taken c 2000.  

 
 
47 Aboriginal Scarred Tree – Blakely’s Red Gum.  Drainage ditch ends in this area. It comes down from area 
near Howie’s Cottages almost to quagmire and concrete marker post.  

 
 



22 
 

 
The marker post in the photograph on the right is in the area where the ditch begins and goes across the hill.  The 

photograph on the right shows the ditch now filled with shrubs that mark the line of the ditch. 
 
48 Big old Yellow Box, burnt dump around 10 m in diameter.   

 
In this area there is a major dump where two bottles with Dr Blackall’s name embossed on them was found – now 
in CDHS and Queanbeyan Library collection. 
49 Blakely Red Gum in quagmire with bicycle front sprocket and peddle post inserted into tree fork. 

 
 

50 Track way 1920s. This road was below the old one marked on the 1913 map and in parts has bitumen 
surface – in the area where very wet.  Nearby, but hard to refind on this walk because of the growth of grass, 
shrubs, etc is a rectangular brick lined hole of the type found in The Gap. It is linked with the main intercepting 
sewer line.  
 
51 Second Westlake Plaque near an old apple tree 
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52 Big Old Yellow Box – bottles and other objects have been found near the base of the tree, which also 
shows in some of the early 1920s photograph showing men in drays moving mullock from the sewer tunnel. 

  
53 Drain from Howie’s area across to near the tree in 52.  In one section near the site of the cottages a 
concrete drainage pipe entered the drain.  Broken glass also surfaces in this area – includes clear glass that had 
turned purple. The line of the drain in the photograph on the right is marked by lighter coloured grass. Photograph 
on left taken c1997. 

 
The Bulbine Lily (photograph from book) is growing well on the Gura Bung Dhaura hills along with many other 
wildflowers.  The button wrinklewort endangered wild flower is also doing very well. The photograph on the right 
was taken on 20 October 2010.  This was in the area of the Tradesmen’s Camp – Block 3, Section 128 Stirling Park, 
Yarralumla. 
 
Below: Metal Lock and Australian Army Badge (damaged in fire) found on the site of Tradesmen’s Camp, Westlake 
by Gary Skewes. 
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The crocks and other items found in the quagmire near the ablution blocks. 
 

 
 

 
                                                      
i
 NAA  A1/1 34/4662   

ii
 The co-operative mess system did spread to the other camps with disastrous results for the Mess Caterers at 

White City and Capitol Hill where many men during the Depression -1929- onwards could not pay their bills with 
the result that a number of Mess Caterers went bankrupt.  
iii
National Archives of Australia A6266/1 G27/4505 

iv
 It was a common practice to move buildings from one site to another and this may be the reason why no brick 

slab was found.  One brick slab used for lavatory cubicles was found on the hillside in the vicinity of Howie’s Hostel 
Camp.  Contractor Howie was responsible for the buildings in his settlement.  
v
NAA A6270/1 E2/28/1293 

vi Ref: Don Bell’s story in Gugler AR -True Tales From Canberra’s Vanished Suburbs of Westlake, Westridge & 

Acton. 


